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The Luther Store is located on the southeast corner of the intersection of Old Warren 
Road and Maple Avenue in the Luthers' Corner neighborhood of the southeastern 
Massachusetts town of Swansea. This principally residential neighborhood was once 
the center of community activity. 

The two story brick veneer on plank "saltbox" faces north across Old Warren Road. 
Built in 1815, it has two interior end chimneys; the roof is wood shingled. Fenes­
tration is irregularly placed, set in jack arch openings and framed by simple plank 
blinds. The plain moulded cornice sits just above the window openings of the second 
floor on the facade and has op en returns on the gable ends. 

The facade is four unequal bays wide. The store is located in the western end of the 
structure. The orientation of the facade reflects the separation of the store and 
the second story spaces . The western end of the facade has the store entrance 
flunked by two windows. Above the ~vindmvs, on the second floor are two windows. The 
eastern end of the facade has a window and doo~ay; above these openings are two 
windows on the second floor. The end and rear elevations have i rregularly spaced 
windows . There are doorways on either end of the first floor of the western elevation. 
Above the entrance to the store and on the western elevation are the original store 
signs. 

The interior is finished in simple white plaster and the store retains its original 
three foot deep by twenty- five foot long mahogany counter. Some early merchandise 
is on display. 

A small shed to the rear has been removed, and the roof was reshingled in 1975. 

The store was moved back thirty-five feet on its lot when Old Warren Road was 
widened as a WPA project in 1937. 
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The Luther Store is significant for the excellent preservation of its architec tural 
character, for its association with the Luther family and as a center of community 
activity in the 19th century. 

The store was built in 1815 for John Brown Luther by his journey man cousin, Mace 
Luther. The store continued to be operated by members of the Luther family unti l 
1925 . In 19 35 it was deeded to the town by heirs of the Luther f amily and since 1941 
has been operated by the Swansea Historical Society. Marion Reilly, the founder and 
first president of that organization, is a tenth generation descendant of Captain 
John Luther, one of the original settlers. 

Luthers have occupied these four corners since 1747. When John Luther opened his 
store, he lived on the corner opposite it. Another Luther ran a tavern on another 
corner, and Henry Luther had a shoemaking shop on the las t corner. 

Members of the Luther family associated with the store held many local political 
positions including town clerk, treasurer, collector of taxes and justice of the peace. 
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