
Inventory No: SWN.27

Historic Name: Martin, Melatiah House

Common Name:

Address: 397 Locust St

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No: 52;

Year Constructed: 1736

Architectural Style(s): Georgian;

Use(s): Agricultural; Single Family Dwelling House; Tannery;

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s): SWN.C

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (02/16/1990); Nat'l Register MRA (02/16/1990);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;

Demolished No
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SCALE 

AREA FORM NO. 

T 0 W " SWANSEA - HQRTONVTTiT.F. 
Address 3Q7 Loeiaa± sixaat 

Historic Name M e l a t i a h M a r t i n House 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 

R e s i d e n c e 

1736 

Source F a l l R i v e r H e r a l d News 1925 

Style G e o r g i a n C o l o n i a l 
T i t l e d H o r t - o n v i l i e ' s O l d e s t 

Souse 
Architect Unknown 
Exterior Wall Fabric S h i n g l e d 

Outbuildings
 m

 „ „ <
g
^
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Major Alterations {with dates) Unknown 

Condition E x t e r i o r i s s t a b l e and 

w e l l preserved . 
Moved No Date 

Acreage Over one a c r e 

Setting S i t u a t e d c l o s e t o the r o a d i n 

a r u r a l s e t t i n g i n t h e n o r t h e r n 

aac±jjOB ̂  ShtanM&a - HactorutilLBL. 

Recorded by Kay F l y n n / H. P i e r c e ' 78 
Organization 

Date i 

Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

^ b r a a r y , IQQA. 



SVMN> Z 7 

( • r 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

I n t e r i o r investigation would be necessary. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y noted as the oldest house i n Hortonville, a northern 
section of Swansea, b u i l t i n 1736. "Askanae l a a b uncovered i n 1925 a 
has numerals which appear to read 1736." C h a r a c t e r i s t i c features of a 
Georgian Colonial are expressed i n the massing of 2Jg-stories, 5-bay, 
central chimney. The front entrance door and i t s surround with side 
l i g h t s was probably altered ca 1830. The 2 over 2 windows were probably 
altered from the o r i g i n a l i n the 19th century. The i n t e r i o r i s said to 
have 5 f i r e p l a c e s and 2 Dutch ovens. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The f i r s t known owner of th i s 1736 house i s Melatiah Martin. I t i s sai d 
to have been b u i l t by Robert Carr. Melatiah Martin i s l i s t e d i n "Heads 
Of Families i n Swansea, F i r s t Census of the United States, 1790," He 
appears not to be involved i n the Martins who started the Swansea Cotton 
Factory, but was the owner of a se l f - s u s t a i n i n g farm with i t s own tannery, 
livestock and crops. The house i l l u s t r a t e s the type of l i v i n g area that 
was used on a farm of the early 18th century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

• F a l l R i v e r H e r a l d News. 1925 
Swansea A s s e s s o r s Records 
F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 
H i s t o r v o f Swansea M a s s a c h u s e t t s . 1667-1917, O.O. W r i g h t , 1917 

8/85 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston. 

2. 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

3%V 

1. Town Swansea, M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Address 397 L o c u s t S t r e e t 

Name Known as F i a r t i n House 

Present use Residence 

Present owner John w. Douglas 

3. Description: 

Date 1736 

Source F a l l R i v e r H e r a l d News 1925 
T i t l e d H o r t o n v i l l e ' s O l d e s t House 
Style2 s t o r y c e n t e r chimney c o l o m i a l 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric S h i n g l e d 

Outbuildings (describe) No o r i g i n a l 

Other features 5 f i r e p l a c e s . 2Dutch Ovens 

D (5) 
l~o&ogt A f r e e t 

P D D 
• 

MAR 2 8 1979 

MASS. Hi ST. COMM. 
(over) 

Altered No 

Moved No 
Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

Approximate frontage 2U.8 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

?6 f e e t 
6. Recorded by Helen PI eroe 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Soc. 

Date October 8. 1978 

30M-5-77 
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7. Original owner (if known) B u i l t by Robert C a r r , M e l a t i a h M a r t i n f i r s t occupant 

Original use Farm House J 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
C ommunication 
Community development 

X 
Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

1 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
P o s s i b l y t h e o l d e s t house i n H o r t o n v i l l e . A stone s l a b un­

co v e r e d i n 1925 has numerals w h i c h appear t o r e a d 1736. 

T h i s was a s e l f s u s t a i n i n g f a r m w i t h i t s own t a n n e r y , 
l i v e s t o c k and c r o p s . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

F a l l R i v e r H e r a l d News 1925 
Swansea A s s e s s o r s Records 
F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 


