
Inventory No: SWN.28

Historic Name: Baker, Myron Estate

Common Name:

Address: 261 Locust St

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood:

Local No:

Year Constructed: C 1900

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival;

Use(s): Agricultural; Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s): SWN.C

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (02/16/1990); Nat'l Register MRA (02/16/1990);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;

Demolished No
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FORM B - BUILDING 
AREA FORM NO. 

SWANSEA 

261 L o c u s t S t r e e t 

yron Baker E s t a t e 

' A l - r n e i - f - c s A r l 

Farmstead 

c a . 1900 

C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Architect 

f - A < U H j 

Exterior Wall Fabric S h i n g l e 

Outbuildings Extended farm complex of 

3Q0 acres — 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

P i c t u r e windows - Mid 20th c e n t u r y 
Condition E x c e l l e n t 

£ 

I 

Moved NO Date 

Acreage 300 a c r e s 

Setting S i t u a t e d as the main house 

w i t h l o n g c i r c u l a r d r i v e and 
B Y t p n s i w Isnrifirap-ing amongst 

300 a c r e s of f a r m l a n d . 
UTM REFERENCE Recorded by Kay F l y n n 
USGS QUADRANGLE somerset, Ma.. 1967/79 
SCALE 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
Date 

Commission May. 1986 



5WM.ZS 
( 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

• 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e s of t h i s C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l house are 2 % - s t o r y , 
a s y m m e t r i c a l massing, w i t h an added e x t e r i o r chimney. I n t e r s e c t i n g * 
g a b l e s w i t h o v e r h a n g i n g eaves and wide f r i e z e b a n d . C l a p b o a r d e d 1 s t 
f l o o r , n a t u r a l s h i n g l e s on 2nd l e v e l g i v e the v i s u a l t e x t u r e which 
was a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the s t y l e . The i n t e r i o r has been "hand f a s h i o n e d " 
i n i t s most r e c e n t r e n o v a t i o n (1980's.) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Eddy / Baker Farm Complex i s the o n l y l a r g e w o r k i n g farm r e m a i n i n g 
i n Swansea. I t i s an i n t a c t a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t i n g . The o r i g i n a l owners 
were the Eddys. The Bakers p u r c h a s e d ' i t i n 1835. The Hale Farm, a c r o s s 
the s t r e e t , i s an o r i g i n a l l a n d g r a n t from E n g l a n d . Baker has pu r c h a s e d 
and l e a s e d some of the Hale l a n d . T h i s i s o n l y one of the farmsteads on 
t h i s e x t e n s i v e complex. T h i s house was b u i l t by Ken Baker's f a t h e r i n 1900 
t o be h i s own home. I t i l l u s t r a t e s what a w e l l - t o - d o f a r m e r wanted t o 
"move up t o " a t the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h Ken Baker - Owner 5/14/86 
1895 Map "Frank B a k e r " as owner of _the ̂ complex #261 i s n o t on the map. 
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