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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black
& white) Indicate on back
of eacly photo street addresses
for buildings shown. Staple to
left side of form.

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the
area indicating properties within it.
Number each property for which individual
inventory forms have been completed.
Label streets including route numbers, if
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate
sheet 1f space here is not sufficient).

(see attached map)
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A 19 310720 4626810
B 19 310710 4626660
C 19 310030 4626700
D 19 309870 4626540

UTM REFERENCE

E1l
F1
G1

USGS QUADRANGLE _poct providence, RI-MA 1971/1979

SCALE 1:24000
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A
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Area Letter Form numbers in this Area

A (See Data Sheet)

Swansea, Mass. MRA
Town  SWANSEA

Name of Area (if any)

Barneyville Historic District

Present Use residential

General Date or Period

ca. 1750-1939

General Condition good

Acreage approximately 27 acres

Recorded by Preservation Plus/K. Broomer

Organization Swansea Historical Commission

Date March 1988/October 1989

9 309770 4626650
9 310010 4626890
9 310120 4626840
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Barneyville Historic District contains the greatest concentration of buildings associated
with growth of the village from the mid-18th century through the early 20th century. A
location of early agricultural settlement oriented toward the Palmer (Warren) River,
Barneyville became a self-sufficient village with the flourishing of its successive
shipbuilding and jewelry-making industries in the 19th century. Now entirely residential,
the district maintains its rural character. Retaining integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Barneyville Historic District

meets Criteria A and C on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

Located in the northwestern section of Swansea, Barneyville Historic District is a rural,
residential area comprising approximately 27 acres. 01d Providence Road connects village
settlement on the east and west sides of the Palmer River, also known historically as the
Warren River. The district consists of a nucleated settlement near the intersection of
Barneyville and 0l1d Providence Roads giving way to more scattered settlement east of the
river. ‘

The area contains 13 contributing resources and 16 noncontributing resources. Two
historically significant sites, those of the Jonathan Barney-Mason Barney Shipyard and

the Myles Garrison House, are marked by stone monuments. Noncontributing structures

are primarily modest contemporary houses and secondary structures such as garages. Of the
seven contributing wood-frame residences, two were built in the Georgian style, one in the
Federal, two in the Greek Revival, and two in the Colonial Revival. The district includes
typical examples of the 2%-story house of the prominent 18th-century farmer, a double house

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

Barneyville was first settled in the 17th century, when the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the
First Baptist Church and one of Swansea's first settlers, built his garrisoned home near
the present intersection of Barneyville Road and 0l1d Providence Road after 1663. A
memorial tablet (1912, MHC #A5) was erected near the site of the garrison, which burned in
1909. Connecting colonial development to the east in Swansea and to the west in what is
now Barrington, Rhode Island was Myles (also known as Miles) Bridge over the Palmer River, one
of the earliest bridges erected in this section of Bristol County. The first bridge may
have dated to the early 18th century, for the Provincial Statutes of 1736-1737 refer to a
Miles Bridge on a county road which had decayed. The towns of Swansea and Barrington were
ordered to build a cart bridge at the location of the early bridge. Swansea raised the
funds to maintain the bridge with a lottery in 1749. Replaced several times, including
with an iron bridge in 1878, the present concrete abutment bridge was constructed in 1938
(Photo #3).

The village's earliest identity as Barneyville and its association with the shipbuilding
industry in Swansea began in the late 18th century, when the Barney Shipyard was begun by
Jonathan Barney. Barney, whose grandfather had moved to the Swansea area from Salem.in 1690,
built the family homestead east of the river ca. 1750 (166 0l1d Providence Road, MHC #A3,
Photo #1). Jonathan Barney also built the double house at 22-24 Barneyville Road (1771-1774,
MHC #A2) across the river, on speculation that the success of his shipyard would translate
into growth in the surrounding area. The house is the earliest known example of the double-

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES
Hurd, Duane H. History of Bristol County, MA. Philadelphia, 1883.
Hutt, Frank Walcott. A History of Bristol County, MA. NY: Lewis Hist. Publ. Co., 1924.
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967.
Wright, O. O. History of Swansea 1667-1917. Swansea, MA, 19%7.
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Architectural Significance {(continued}

built workers, and a typical 19th-century farmhouse.

The oldest dwelling in Barnevville is the Barnev House at 166 0id Providence Boad {ca. i”‘ 0, MHC #43,
Photo #1}. Located at the eagtern edge of the diztrict but oriented west toward the river {1

perpendicular to the road), the Barney House iz one of the more architecturally ambitious hz:ﬂ.;s&: inn the
district. Of the characteristic 2 1/2-story. side-gable, double-pile form with double interior chimneys, the
<lapboarded Georgian structure has a five-bay facade distinguished by corner quoins and long first floor
windows containing 9/%9 sazh . Elements believedio date to *L,, Federal period include a hood and engaged
column surround at the center entry. Also fi'_mn&, the Federal period, a two-story gabled rear el of brick
was constructed. This was an unusual building material in Swansea residential construction and
particularly at Barneyville. where wood was in constant supply at the shipvard on the river.

Jonathan Bﬁrne*.s' fmmdet‘ of the shipvard in the village, built the double house now known as the
Daggett Place at 22-24 Barnevville Boad {(1771-1774, MHC #42} This | 1/2-story house with steeply pitched
gable roof is unique in the district for its six-bay facade and paired center doors. Each unit has a central
chimney. Modestly detailed with cornerboards aﬁd 12712 z&h, the house displays an affinity with the

reorgian style in itz door surrounds with Doric pilasters and five-light transoms.

A second large dwelling is the Mason Barney House at | Barnevville Road {1802- Fél.’j, MHC #41, Photo #4).
Prominently sited at the corner of Barnevville Road and 01d Providence Road, the house iz oriented toward
the easterly approach from the river. The 2 1/2-story, Federal stvie house with *1g bay center-entry
facade and double interior chimnevs was remodeled ¢ca. 1900, Colondal Revival dPta:h added at that time
include wide corner pilasters bearing oversized Corinthian capitals, a central gabled wall dormer
containing a tripartite window, and flanking gabled dormers with fluted pilasters, keved surrounds, and
tracery in the upper sash. A brick rear ell with a columned porch was also added to the house at that time.

The Norton-Barney House at 227 01d Providence Boad {ca 1840, MHC #4162} on the east bank of the river
iz atypical 2 1/2-story Greek Revival structure with pedimented end gable, three-bay facade, and side-
hall plan. The single-story flat-roofed entrance porch is richly detailed with fluted Doric columns. The
door surround 1ﬁ(,UI'§?i.!i‘:3.tE.‘: a wide frieze, dentil cornice, pilasters with recessed Gresk kev mi:stif‘s, and
three-quarter sidelights. All windows contain 676 sash. A one-story west wing with picture window was
probably added in the 1950s. Another Greek Fevival house, more modest in scale and EUf’mPJ at the closely
settled western edge of the district, is 77 Barnevville Boad {ca. 1821, MHC #4161}, Thisgabled, 1 1/2-story,
3-bay dwelling has a wide frieze, cornerboards, and 6/6 sash. The end-bay entry is flanked by narrow
{possibly later) sidelights and surmounted by a pitched door hood.

A Barney descendant built the farmhouse at 60 Barnevville Boad (MHC #4160) ¢a. 1903, 4 1 1/2-story,
gable-front and wing dwelling, this vernacular Colonial Revival house displays plain window and door
surrounds and bracketed porch posts. While situated on a 16-acre parcel extend ding from Barnevyville
Eoad east to the river. the house and contributing barn and well are located on approximately two acres
closest to the road; this acreage comprises the extent of the property ‘5;’* thin the nominated district.
Another 1 1/2-story gable-front house in the Colonial Revival style iz 331 01d Providence Road {ca. 1920,
not surveyed). Located on the west bank of the river near the bridge, ‘:ﬁs house is currently abandoned.

Staple to Inventory form at hattom
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Architectural Sienificance {(continued)

Mizcellaneous contributing resources include the concrete 01d Providence Road bridge over the river
{1938, not surveyed), the most recent in a series of bridges at this location. The Myles Garrison House Site
Marker (1912, MHC #45} iz a stone monument erected on the site of the house belonging to the earliest
known zettler of Barneyville, the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Swanses,

Located in two pockets among the historic homes at the western end of the Bﬁi’f’ eyville district are SF‘?EEI'L
contemporary vernacular houses i5.47. 51, and 55 Barnevville Road: 325,363 and 367 014 Providenc

Road} Placement of these late 1940z or 1950 houses suggests that sections of larger lots with szre...
frontage were sold for development at that time. The houses are generally modest one-story, gable-end
structures with projecting enclosed F'ﬂTI‘ es. The house type is typical of post-World War I residential
construction in Swanses.

Historical Significance {(continued)

chimney plan in Swansea Barnevy's business was largely confined to small boats for local farmers and
fishermen. It was not until 1802, when Jonathan Barney relocated to New York and his son Mason {1732-
- 18659} took over the business, thai the Ehip’;.?‘afd developed rapidly.

Mason Barney's shipyard occupied more than five acres of land on the sast side of the river. His first ship
was launched in 1803, and by the time the last vezsel was launched in 1859, 137 31 gz had been built in the
’?ard under Mason Barney's supervision. These vessels included gunboats built for the Federal
government during the Mexican War (1846-1348), whalers, merchant ships for tl’ze China trade, barges
for use on the Blackstone Canal, and siave ships. Barney .:hip*‘ were built of timber from surrouns img
forests, particularly in neighboring Rehoboth and Dighton. Trees were hauled to the shipvard where
they were hewn 1o the proper shape. Lackof asaw mn in Swansea necessitated that planking be
brought in from Attleboro and Seekonk . [Swansea Tercent 23-25] The ships were issued from the
shipyard near Myles Bridge and zent downstream to Warren, Rnaée Island for fitting. These ships were
known as Ermgh:s':sfn ships, a name of unknown origin that is still associated with Barnevville today. By

1850 the vard emploved more than 175 workers, at a time when the town's population numbered only 280
families

A zelf-contained village had developed around Barnevy's shipbuilding enterprize. one in which he served
az landiord, chief emplover, storekeeper, postmaster, and banker. Atone time Barney minted coins
known az "Bungtown Coppers.” Extant evidence of his financial success is hiz house, built by his
employees at | Barnevyville Boad (MHC #41) between 1802 and 1812, This home and the Barney family
homestead on the east side of the river are the largest houses in the village. The Barnev shipyard closed
abruptly in 1861, a direct result of the 1858 financial panic and growing demand for iron, rather than
wooden, ships. A site marker at the southeast corner of 01d Providence and Barnevyville Roads {1983, MHC
#44} documents the importance of the shipvard 1o the community,

Jewelry manufacturing replaced shipbuilding as Barnevville's mainstay in the third quarter of the 19th
century. Danlel R.Ch id acarpenter in the Barney shipyard. went to Providence to learn the jewelry
‘&umv.}\ Heturning 1o Barnevville, Child opened a iewelry factory, located first on the shipyard 1ot and
iater on 01d Providence Road west of Mason Eiarne" s house. The two-story wood-frame factory (no longer

Staple to Inventory form at F-ttom
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Hiztorical Significance {continued)

extant) produced collar buttons and ¢uff links, which reportedly were shipped to all parts of the country.
Child had married Elizabeth Mason Barney, granddaughter of Mason Barney. in 1854, and the couple

ventually resided at the Mason Barney home. Child was politically active, serving eight vears asatown
eleciman and one term a8 a Bepreseniative 1o the Massachusetis Legisiature.

L

e

D E.Child & Co emgploved men and women from Swanses and adjoining towns. Barnevville's accessibility
via the Providence & Fall River Street Railway accounted for asteady supply of employees. In 1894, the
business was soid to | L. Fenimore and later transferred to Lorenzo P Sturtevant. Sturtevant, then owner
of the Mason Barney House, was responsible for the ¢a. 1900 remodeling of the building. Sturtevant
planted elaborate gardens south of the house which are no longer extant. Afler more transfers, the
jewelry manufacturing businesz was purchased in 1911 by B E. Norton and | &. Wheeler and the name
changed to the North Swansea Manufacturing Company. The factory emploved 50 10 60 people in the
manufacture of collar buttons, sleeve links, tie clasps, and stick pins. Business continued to flourish until
the early 1920s when the street railroad, which brought emplovees to the factory, went out of business.
The factory was demolished at an unknown date.

In addition to the industries that supported Barneyville throughout its history, farming and other
agriculture-related pursuits were practiced by Barnevy descendants on their large land-holdings flanking
the river in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Algernon H. Barney. who resided at the 1200-acre
family homestead at 166 0ld Providence Boad in the 1890s, sold hav and produce to the City of Providence.
He held the garbage contract for the cities of Providence and later Pawtucket, Newport, Eall River, and
New Bedford. The refuse provided food for the thousands of hogs that Barney raised over the vears. In
1903, John Barney built a farmhouse on the opposite side of the river at 60 Barnevyville Road. Some
portion of John Barnevy's 16-acre property iz believed to have been cultivated, though the products of the
farm have not yet been determined.

Although most of Barneyville's extant buildings served or complemented residential uses, the Greek
Revival building at 77 Barnevville Poad (MHC #4161} was used as a chapel in the 19th and early 20th
centuries. Algernon Barney, who obtained the building from the Free Will Baptist Church, deeded the
structure to the Catholic church ca 1903 for the benefit of the Portuguese immigrants who worked on his
farm. This may be the same building where the mission church of 5t. Francis was established in 1910-
1311 by a priest from the Fall River parish of St Anne’s. The building reveried 1o residential use atan
undetermined date. Only one commercial building known to have been associated with Barneyville
survives, a vernacular Gothic Revival structure located roughly one-quarter mile east of the historic
district at 5 Mason Street. This building, which served various uses as a hotel, store, and post office, has
been excluded from the historic district due 1o the amount of contemporary infill construction between
Mazon Street and the Barney homestead {166 01d Providence Road) at the eastern edge of the district.

Staple to Inventory form at *“ttom
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Yerbal Bx:n.xndar'f Description and Justification

aﬁ?f‘gf an o n}tq«'-? FEIMWoes inziﬂi’ﬁ'ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?

The Barnevville Historic District comprises the gre: <o stor
PR S Lachy & S 0 S i i - ‘.’-
E= R s £ ) r:-d mtn the development of the village a1 B O <A 1” 1 ioca 1939, The i.ﬁr*z_f_t_agi 0 3
includes a portion of the Palmer (Warren ) River whereitis sg&a it :-:! byabri :‘@e ont 0id Providence Hoad,
as well as portions of marshland on the river th:!ﬂ}.‘;a- Open Space on fne south side of 0id Providence

oad, now used as a golf course. Boundaries incorpor

4
ate a line of convenience drawn approXimals "; 200

f‘e_ t from the road on large properties within the district. The district is distinguished from ~sr;-4 =3 bi
concentrated contemporary development and/or lesser architectural integrity to the east, southeast, and
northwest.

Staple to Inventory forin at Pottom
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(Map Number indicates: accessars #/general number)

MAP #
20-1

20-2
20-3

204
20-5
20-6
20-7

20-8

20-9
20-10

20-11
20-12

20-13

20-14
20-15
20-16
35-17

MHC #
Al

A-160

A-161

A6

A-162
A4

HISTORIC NAME

Mason Bamey House

Shed
2-car garage

Daggett Place
Converted Barn
Shed

Well House

John Barney Farm
Bam
Well

Assembly Hall
Modem Garage

Norton House

Barney House
Bam

Norton/Barney House

Jonathan Bamey Mason
Shipyard - Site Marker

Myles Garrison House

Site Marker

Wm. P. Mason H.

District Data Sheet
Barneyville Historic District, Swansea, Massachusetts

STREET ADDRESS
1 Barneyville Rd.

5 Bameyville Rd.

22 & 24 Barneyville Rd.

47 Barneyville Rd.
51 Barneyville Rd.
55 Barneyville Rd.

60 Barneyville Rd.

55 Barneyville Rd.

61 Old Providence Rd.

166 Old Providence Rd.

227 Old Providence Rd.

Old Providence Rd.
& Barneyville Rd.

OId Providence Rd. &
Barneyville Rd.

331 Old Providence Rd.
363 Old Providence Rd.
367 Old Providence Rd.
5 Mason St.

DATE OF
CONSTRUCTION

1802-12
1960's
1940's
1940's

1771-74

1940's

1940's

1940's

1903

ca. 1850

ca. 1779

ca. 1750

ca. 1840
dedicated 1983

dedicated 1912

ca. 1860
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STYLE
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Area Letter Form numbers in this Area

A I—6

Town SWANSEA

Name of Area (if any)

Barneyville

Present Use Residential

General Date or Period
Late 18th Century and
Early 19th Century

General Condition

The few remaining structures (4) are in
good condition and sites are marked.
Acreage .5 mile square

Recorded by Kay Flynn

Date May, 1986

SEEKONK
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#Q2-24 (AY)
(AQ)

UTM REFERENCE

USGS QUADRANGLE ZZzr PeoviDEACE R [32/-72
SCALE

Organization Swansea Historical Comm.
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The Barneyville area of Swansea meets criterias A and D of the
Secretary of the Interior for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places. This area retadins integrity of. loecation, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. The
association is through the Barney family who was important in the
development of Swansea and the area around the Palmer River could
yield information important in prehistory and/or history.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

i

The architecture that remains in Barneyville illustrates the type
of building that was being done during the period that Jonathan
Barney established a shipyard on the southwest bank of the Palmer
River, adjacent to Myles Bridge (1737/1878). All the houses in
Barneyville date from the Colonial Period (1675-1775). Of the four
historic houses remaining three are two-story Georgian, one with
Italianute up-dated features, and one double house.

These structures are higher style that those of the other areas.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

Barneyville/North Swansea is located on the Palmer River and close
to the R. I. Border. This was the area of the first Baptist Church
settlement, of which nothing remains. During the 19th century,
Barneyville was the location of a thriving shipyard and later a
jewelry factory. None of these are extant in physical structures,
however, both the shipyard and Myles Garrison Sitehave site markers.

In the late 1700's Jonathan Barney established a shipyard on south-
west bank of the Palmer River, adjacent to Myles Bridge. The yard
floursihed between 1802 and 1858. The Barneyville, later changed to
North Swansea, Post Office was established in 1830 but is no longer
extant.

In 1879 North Swansea Manufacturing Co. manufactured jewelry

("collar ‘buttons, sleeve links, tie clasps and stick pins" - Hutt:819)
beginning as the firm D. R. Child. It was established in the shipyard lot
at Barmeyville. The company changed hands in 1894 and in 1910. By
1911 it was called North Swansea Manufacturing Co. St. Francis Catholic
Church was established in Barneyville. However, the shipyard was gone

g f th ild .
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES™® ©F ©Ne Viiiage

See Selected Bibliography and Resources attached to the
Historical and Architectural Overview..
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