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FORM H - PARKS AND LANDSCAPE FEATURES 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 &OYLST0N STREET 

FORM NO. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relationship to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all structures 
within inventoried property and buildings between 
i t and nearest cross street. 
Indicate north.-

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUANDRANGLE F a l l R i v e r , MA. R I , 1967 / 7 9 

SCALE ( 

Town SWANSEA 

ess Ocean G r o v e Avenue 

Shady I s l e P a r k 

ship: Private 

Public 

State 

Yes 

Federal 

of Park or Landscape Feature 
check one): 

I s l a n d p a r k 
n/Common 
n 
ping Field _ 
vard/Parkway 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1902 

Source Swansea T e r c e n t e n a r y 

Landscape Architect (if known) 

Location of Plans (if known) 

Unknown 

Alterations (with dates) 

Unknown 

Condition r n r o r i P t p W i n t a c t I n c l u d i n g 

K r i fl g p ( f n n f ) . 

Acreage a p r o x . 1 a c r e 

Setting S i t u a t e d i n t h e I n n e r c o v e 

o f The C o l e R i v e r - a l e e w a r d s i t e . 

Recorded by Kay F l y n n 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Co mm 

Date _ May, 1986 



c 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable): 

An i n t e r e s t i n g p o s s i b i l i t y f o r a t h e m a t i c n o m i n a t i o n c a n d i d a t e , 
i f p i c n i c g r o v e s were c o n s i d e r e d . 

VISUAL ASSESSMENT Describe topography and layout. Note structures such as bandstands, gazebos, 
sheds, monuments and fountains; note landscaping features such as formal plantings, bodies of 
water. Compare current appearance with original, i f possible. 

B a s i c a l l y an i n t a c t p i c n i c g r o v e t h a t i s r e a c h e d by a wood f o o t b r i d g e . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l s hed t y p e b u i l d i n g s on t h e i s l a n d t h a t a r e u s e d when 
t h e p a r k i s open f o r t h e summer s e a s o n . I t i s s i t u a t e d on an i s l a n d 
i n t h e i n n e r c o v e o f t h e C o l e R i v e r . T h e r e i s no f o r m a l l a n d s c a p i n g . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Discuss types of use and major period of use, evaluate importance within 
town. 

T h i s was t h e most i m p o r t a n t e v e n t and c a t y l i s t f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
Ocean G r o v e . A p a r k , g r o v e and sandy b e a c h a t t r a c e d c o r w d s f o r p i c n i c s 
and o u t i n g s . The W i l b u r L and D e v e l o p m e n t Company s u r v e y e d t h e many 

a c r e s o f u n i n h a b i t e d l a n d t o t h e we s t o f G a r d n e r Neck Road some o f 
w h i c h b o r d e r e d t h e s h o r e and b e a c h e s and t h e r a i l r o a d . The Company 
s t a r t e d a d e v e l o p m e n t and c a l l e d i t Ocean G r o v e . " B a l l o o n a s c e n s i o n s 
c r e a t e d a s t i r e s p e c i a l l y when deeds t o l o t s came f l o a t i n g down t o 
e a r t h f o r l u c k y f i n d e r s . " ! 
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