
Inventory No: SWN.127

Historic Name: Saint Michael the Archangel
Church

Common Name:

Address: 270 Ocean Grove Ave

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: Ocean Grove; Gardner's Neck;

Local No: 16;

Year Constructed: 1922

Architectural Style(s): Not researched;

Use(s): Church; Church Hall;

Significance: Architecture; Recreation; Religion;

Area(s): SWN.G

Designation(s):

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Brick; Concrete Unspecified; Wood;
Foundation: Concrete Unspecified;

Demolished No
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

AREA FORM NO. 

E 1 

wn SWANSEA - C W x ^ Grcrwe. 

jldress 3CIO Ocean Grove Avenue 

storic Name S a i n t M i c h a e l the 
A r c h a n g e l Church 

e: Present 

Original 

$CRIPTI0N 

te 

Church 

Church 

May ??, 19?? 

|urce Church Records; A s s e s s o r s ' Map 
49 - L o t 250 

y l e Moderne 

«rchitectSupervised by A l f r e d 
F r e a n e t t e 

Exterior Wall Fabric Red B r i c k 

Outbuildings R e c t o r y - oarage 

Major Alterations (with dates) Church 
r a i s e d t o a l l o w basement t o be used 
as a meeting p l a c e . (May 1963) 
Condition

 n n n H
 _ m i i n±aj 

Moved No Date 

Acreage L e s s t h a n one a c r e 

Setting S i t u a t e d on the c o r n e r of what 

i s the "commercial c e n t e r " o f Ocean 

Grove. The s t r u c t u r e i s not s e t b a c k 

f S f t a s & g l n S : ^ ^ t h e r e f o r e no 
Recorded by

 Vfty
 p i y n n / ^ y . ^ g n n e r 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
commission 

Date J a n u a r y 1986 
I 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

( 
5 W N I 27 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

* 

One of the o n l y modern s t y l e churches i n Swansea, t h i s modest type 
c h u r c h had t o be b u i l t due t o the i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n o f the Ocean 
Grove a r e a i n the 1920's. The use o f b r i c k , p l a s t e r e d and p a i n t e d 
paved c o n c r e t e are used t o c r e a t e the smooth s u r f a c e s and s i m p l e angle 
and d e c o r a t i v e e l e m e n t s . I t f e a t u r e s a s p i r e on a square b e l l tower. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

B i s h o p D a n i e l Feehan, O r d i n a r y o f the F a l l R i v e r D i o c e s e , f e l t t h e r e 
was a need f o r a new p a r i s h i n the Ocean Grove a r e a o f Swansea. The 
t a s k o f f o u n d i n g the new p a r i s h was a s s i g n e d t o the Rev. O s i a s Boucher. 
A t the time Ocean Grove was a r e s o r t a r e a w i t h summer homes and o n l y a 
few y e a r - r o u n d homes. Many p e o p l e came from F a l l R i v e r , Ma., Warren, 
R.I. and Pawtucket, R. I . t o the r e s o r t a r e a . They had to t r a v e l back 
t o t h e i r home f o r Sunday Mass, and most t r a v e l l e d by e l e c t r i c c a r s . 
As a r e s u l t , a number o f the r e s i d e n t s s t a r t e d a campaign t o r a i s e money 
f o r a c h u r c h knowing t h a t a ch u r c h was t o be b u i l t . A number o f the 
r e s i d e n t s d e c i d e d t o w i n t e r i z e t h e i r homes. Records show t h a t the 

) p a r i s h i o n e r s were the c a r p e n t e r s , plumbers, masons, e t c . s u p e r v i s e d by 
A l f r e d F r e a n e t t e . I t was e n l a r g e d i n 1963 because o f a d d i t i o n a l f a m i l i e s 

) s t a y i n g y e a r - r o u n d i n Ocean Grove. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

The 5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y Book ( r e s e a r c h e d by p a r i s h i o n e r s ) 
Town H a l l A s s e s s o r s ' Records 
Church Records 
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F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

R E C E I V E D 

J UN 13 1978 

JV1ASS. HIST. COMM. • 
i. 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town Swansea , Mass. 

Address Ocean Grove Avenue 

Name St. Michael the Archangel Church 

Present use Church 

Present owner Incumbent Bishop of the 
Diocese of F a l l River, Mass. 

3. Description: 

Date May 22, 1922 

Source Church Records;: Assessors' Map 
49 - Lot 250 

Style 
~~ Built by skilled artisan parish-

Architect loners, "supervised by Alfred 
i*reanette. 

Exterior wall fabric Red Brick 

Outbuildings (describe) Rectory - garage 

Other features 

Church raised to allow basement 
Alteredto be used as a Date May 2, 19 63 

meeting place. completed 
Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 163.12 feet 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10 feet 

6. Recorded by Calvin L. Gardner 

Organization Swansea Historical Society 

Date May 24, 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 
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7. Original owner (if known) Incumbent Bishop of the Diocese o f frail R i v e r 

Original use Church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural <J Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) Bishop D a n i e l Feehan, 
Ordinary of the F a l l R i ver Diocese, f e l t there was a need f o r a new p a r i s h i n thjs 
Ocean Grove area of Swansea. The task o f founding the new p a r i s h was assigned to 
the Rev. Osias Boucher. At the time Ocean Grove was a l o v e l y r e s o r t area studded 
w i t h summer homes and only a few year-round homes. Many people came from F a l l R i v e r , 
Mass., Warren, R. I . and Fawtucket, R. I . They had to t r a v e l back home f o r Sunday 
Mass, and to get to most churches they had to t r a v e l by e l e c t r i c c a r s . As a r e s u l t , 
a number of the r e s i d e n t s set a campaign <bf a c t i v i t i e s to r a i s e money to b u i l d a church. 
Knowing, t h a t a church was to be b u i l t , a number o f the r e s i d e n t s decided to w i n t e r i z e 
t h e i r homes and stayed here. I do not f i n d the name of an a r c h i t e c t . Records show 
that the people who were carpenters, plumbers, masons, e t c . b u i l t a l o v e l y b r i c k church. 
I t had t o be enlarged l a t e r because of a d d i t i o n a l f a m i l i e s s t a y i n g year-round. I t 
serves i t s p a r i s h i o n e r s and community w e l l . 

The St. Michael's school c l o s e d i t s doors i n 1$75 a f t e r long s e r v i c e , and i s now i n 
use by the P u b l i c Schools^f Swansea f o r an i n d e f i n i t e time. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
the 50th Anniversary Book (researched by p a r i s h i o n e r s ) 
Town H a l l Assessors' records 
Church r e c o r d s . 


