Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System
Scanned Record Cover Page

Inventory No: SWN.G
Historic Name: Ocean Grove

Common Name:

City/Town: Swansea
Village/Neighborhood: Ocean Grove; Gardner's Neck;
Local No:

Year Constructed:

Use(s): Other Recreational; Residential District;
Significance: Architecture; Recreation;
Designation(s):

Building Materials:

Demolished No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan
records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in
digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a
considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.
Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-
macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Wednesday, June 15, 2022 at 8:48 PM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

<

FORM A - AREA Area Lettér Form numbers in this Area

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ﬂ /2 S / 3 [
80 BOYLSTON STREET. BOSTON. MA 02116

Town SWANSEA

Name of Area (if any)

Ocean Grove

Present Use Refqdential/Summer
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Early 20th Century

General Condition

Unstable - Remodelling insensitive

Acreage

3 square miles (aprox)

area indicating properties within it. Recorded by xa.v Flvann

Number each property for which individual

inventory forms have been completed. Organization sy .ncea Historiedl Taum.
Label streets including route numbers, if

any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate ; Date Mav. 1986

sheet 1f space here is not sufficient).
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SWN.G

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

i of
architectural features and evaluate in terms

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Qescribe jmportant
other areas within the community.

This is a large area on the water (Cole River) densely developed

with modest summer cottages, a great percentage of which have been
winterized. The typical cottage in the area are lh-story or 2%-story
gable end to the street with a l-story porch across the front. These

are wooded structures either shingled or clapboarded with no architectural
detail except the massing, in most cases.

i the area relates to the
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how
development of other areas of the community.

Across the Cole River from Touisset and adjoining Gardner Neck on
the west is the area developed as Ocean Grove in South Swansea.

During the Late Industrial Period (1870-1915) Swansea came into its
own. A suburban and summer-home community developed close to the
shoreline and commuter rail with the improved transportation. These
areas included Gardners Neck, Touisset and Ocean Grove.

The Wilbur Land Company developed the Ocean Grove area only after

a picnic grove was established in Ocean Grove by the street railway
compnay. It was called Shady Isle and is still intact and functioning
as a park. Shady Isle was fashionable and attractedcity dwellers

for day trips as did so many picnic groves during this period. The
Wilbur Land Company, a real estate development company, was able to
develop the land after its association with the picnic grove and
street railway. Small house lots were sold and modest densely packed
structures were built.
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See Selected Bibliography and Resources attached to the Historical
and Architectural Overview 8/



