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FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET. BOSTON. MA 02116 

Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

Town SWANSEA 

Name of Area (if any) 

Ocean G r o v e 

Present Use R e f e r e n t i a l / bummer 

General Date or Period 

E a r l y 2 0 t h C e n t u r y 

General Condition 

area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, i f 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet i f space here is not sufficient). 

U n s t a b l e - R e m o d e l l i n g i n s e n s i t i v e 

Acreage 3 s q u a r e m i l e s ( a p r o x ) 

Recorded by Kay F l y n n 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date Mav. 19 8 6 

^foAVVbC-V 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

T T a l l P - i ^ - r T v ^ ^ T , 1 9 6 7 ^ 9 



NATIONAL REGISTER 
CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

other areas within the community. 

T h i s i s a l a r g e a r e a on t h e w a t e r ( C o l e R i v e r ) d e n s e l y d e v e l o p e d 
w i t h modest summer c o t t a g e s , a g r e a t p e r c e n t a g e o f w h i c h have been 
w i n t e r i z e d . The t y p i c a l c o t t a g e i n t h e a r e a a r e 1 % - s t o r y o r 2 % - s t o r y 
g a b l e end t o t h e s t r e e t w i t h a 1 - s t o r y p o r c h a c r o s s t h e f r o n t . T hese 
a r e wooded s t r u c t u r e s e i t h e r s h i n g l e d o r e l a p b o a r d e d w i t h no a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l e x c e p t t h e m a s s i n g , i n most c a s e s . 

HISTORICAL » « W S f f l - — ° f ~ " ^ ^ ^ r e U t e S ^ ^ 
development of other areas of the community. 

A c r o s s t h e C o l e R i v e r f r o m T o u i s s e t and a d j o i n i n g G a r d n e r Neck on 
th e w e s t i s t h e a r e a d e v e l o p e d as Ocean G r o v e i n S o u t h Swansea. 

D u r i n g t h e L a t e I n d u s t r i a l P e r i o d ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 ) Swansea came i n t o i t s 
own. A s u b u r b a n and summer-home community d e v e l o p e d c l o s e t o t h e 
s h o r e l i n e and commuter r a i l w i t h t h e i m p r o v e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h e s e 
a r e a s i n c l u d e d G a r d n e r s Neck, T o u i s s e t and Ocean G r o v e . 

The W i l b u r L a nd Company d e v e l o p e d t h e Ocean G r o v e a r e a o n l y a f t e r 
a p i c n i c g r o v e was e s t a b l i s h e d i n Ocean Grov e by t h e s t r e e t r a i l w a y 
compnay. I t was c a l l e d Shady I s l e and i s s t i l l i n t a c t and f u n c t i o n i n g 
as a p a r k . Shady I s l e was f a s h i o n a b l e and a t t r a c t e d c i t y d w e l l e r s 
f o r day t r i p s as d i d so many p i c n i c g r o v e s d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . The 
W i l b u r L a n d Company, a r e a l e s t a t e d e v e l o p m e n t company, was a b l e t o 
d e v e l o p t h e l a n d a f t e r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e p i c n i c g r o v e and 
s t r e e t r a i l w a y . S m a l l h o u s e l o t s were s o l d and modest d e n s e l y p a c k e d 
s t r u c t u r e s were b u i l t . 
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