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FORM A - AREA 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
& white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 

P h o t o n o t p o s s i b l e . 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, i f 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet i f space here is not sufficient). 

Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

/ 3 S T - /Si 

Town SWANSEA 

Name of Area (if any) 

G a r d n e r Neck 

Present Use R e s i d e n t i a l 

General Date or Period 

H i s t o r i c a l l y - f r o m p r e h i s t o r y 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y - l a t e 19 e a r l y 20 c 

General Condition B a s i c a l l y e x c e l l e n t 
h o w e v e r , i s t h r e a t e n e d w i t h i n s e n s i t i v e 
r e m o d e l l i n g as l a n d i s v a l u a b l e . 
Acreage I m-flp l o n g by k m i l e w i d e 

T C a y F_Ly_Qjg Recorded by 

Organization 

Dat» M a y . 1986 

Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

See a t t a c h e d map o f a r e a . 

UTM REFERENCE 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

G a r d n e r N e c k / S o u t h Swansea a r e a o f Swansea meets c r i t e r i a s A and D o f 
t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e I n t e r i o r f o r n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r 
o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . T h i s a r e a r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t i y o f l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . The a s s o c i a ­
t i o n i s t h r o u g h t h e G a r d n e r F a m i l y who have c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e on t h e 
Neck t h r o u g h g e n e r a t i o n s . Due t o t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e Neck, b e t w e e n 
t h e t h e Lee and C o l e R i v e r and Mt. Hope Bay, t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s 
and p a s t a r c h e o l o g i c a l f i n d i n g s make i t a h i g h l y s e n s i t i v e a r e a f o r 
p r e h i s t o r y and h i s t o r y . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y G a r d n e r Neck i l l u s t r a t e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t p e r i o d f r o m 
1850-1930 (17 s t r u c t u r e s ) o f S h i n g l e , Queen Anne, B u n g a l o w and C o l o n i a l 
R e v i v a l . Most o f them a r e c o n s e r v a t i v e and y e t a m b i t i o u s f o r t h e i r 
t i m e w i t h q u a l i t y d e t a i l i n g and o r i g i n a l d e s i g n s . T hese b u i l d i n g s 
were b u i l t f o r t h e more a f f l u e n t o f Swansea i n a l o c a t i o n where t h e 
w a t e r and w a t e r v i e w was p r o b a b l e and t h e l o t s s i z a b l e . 

T h e r e a r e t h r e e h o u s e s f r o m t h e l a t e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y w h i c h a r e e x a m p l e s 
o f t h e t y p e o f a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t was p r o b a b l y more p r e v a l e n t on 
th e Neck when t h e a c r e a g e was n o t d i v i d e d up b u t was f a r m l a n d . T hese 
a r e t h r e e r e m a i n i n g e x a m p l e s : D a v i d M. A n t h o n y Farm a t 1543 G a r d n e r 
Neck Road; Samuel G a r d n e r House a t 1443 G a r d n e r Neck Road; and J . G a r d n e r 
House. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

G a r d n e r Neck, S o u t h Swansea c o n s i s t e d o f t h e e a r l i e s t i n h a b i t e d 
a r e a o f Swansea. I t was o c c u p i e d by t h e Wampanoags i n t h e e a r l y 
1620's when G o v e r n o r W i n s l o w and J o h n Hampden v i s i t e d C o r b i t a n t on 
M a t t a p o i s e t t now G a r d n e r Neck. The B o u r n e G a r r i s o n S i t e ( 1 6 6 4 ) , 
O l d G a r d n e r Neck and was d e s t r o y e d by t h e K i n g P h i l l i p War ( 1 6 7 5 ) . 

I n 1693, Samuel G a r d n e r and R a l p h Chapman, b o t h o f N e w p o r t , p u r c h a s e d 
M a t t a p o i s e t t o r G a r d n e r Neck. C e d a r C o v e r was d e v e l o p e d f o r t h e 
f i s h i n g and s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r y , h o w e v e r , t h e f a r m i n g o f t h e Neck 
was what l a s t e d . T h i s was t h e o n l y f i s h i n g a r e a o f t h e town. Menhaden 
were commonly u s e d f o r f e r t i l i z e r . By t h e c l o s e o f t h e War o f 1812, 
menhaden o i l had become a s u b s t i t u t e f o r w h a l e o i l . 

The L a t e I n d u s t r i a l P e r i o d ( 1870-1915) was t h e p r i m e g r o w t h p e r i o d 
f o r t h e Neck. Between 1880 and 1890 I . K. Mors e and Sons and B r i g h t m a n 
F i s h w o r k s c a p i t a l i z e d on t h e a r e a ' s Menhaden and o t h e r f i s h . I n 1882 
a r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n and f r e i g h t s hed was e s t a b l i s h e d i n S o u t h Swansea 
w h i c h opened up t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l and f i s h b u s i n e s s t o b r o a d e r m a r k e t s . 
I t a l s o b r o u g h t summer r e s i d e n t s . The " C o l o n y " , o f f G a r d n e r s Neck Road 
on M a t t a D o i s e t t A v e n u e , i s an ex a m p l e o f t h e e a r l i e s t d e v e l o p m e n t i n 
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See S e l e c t e d B i b l i o g r a p h y and R e s o u r c e s a t t a c h e d t o t h e 
H i s t o r i c a l and A r c h i t e c t u r a l O v e r v i e w . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 
S W A N S E A 

Form No: 
A R E A %P 

Property Name: G A R D N E R N E C K 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Con' t 

The p r o p e r t y b o u g h t by D a v i d M. A n t h o n y o f F a l l R i v e r was on t h e 
s o u t h e r n t i p o f G a r d n e r Neck i n 1883. U n t i l 1867 i t had been i n 
th e G a r d n e r f a m i l y s i n c e 1693when t h e f i r s t Samuel G a r d n e r w i t h 
R a l p h Cahpman b o u g h t t h e Neck - t h e n M a t t a p o i s e t t - f r o m t h e B r e n t o n s 
o f N e w p o r t who i n t u r n had p u r c h e s e d i t f r o m K i n g P h i l i p o f t h e Wam-
panoag t r i b e o f I n d i a n s . 

A n t h o n y b u i l t h i s summer home i n 1896 and i n t h a t same y e a r he s o l d 
f o u r a c r e s a c r o s s f r o m h i s f a r m h o u s e t o R o b e r t A. W i l c o x and E r i c 

t h i s p a r c e l i n t o e l e v e n l o t s w i t h 
f r o m G a r d n e r Neck Road e a s t t o L e e ' s 
p u r c h a s e d l o t s and s e v e n b u i l t summer 
F i v e b u i l t on l o t s i n t h e s u b d i v i s i o n : 

a r c h i t e c t , d e s i g n e d and l i v e d 
S. Thompson - L o t #5; 
L o t #7; A b n e r P. D a v o l - L o t 

B o r d e n . They d i v i d e d p a r t o f 
a p r i v a t e r o a d b i s e c t i n g them 
R i v e r . A t l e a s t n i n e p e r s o n s 
homes b e t w e e n 1896 and 1902. 
Edward and A n n i e M a r v e l , he a F a l l R i v e r 
i n t h e h o u s e on L o t #4 i n 1898. R i c h a r d 
e l v i n B. H o r t o n - L o t #6; Asa A. M i l l s -
#9. W i l c o x and B o r d e n b u i l t on t h e i r p r o p e r t y t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e s e 
l o s t s . E a c h owner had c e r t a i n r i g h t s i n common: t h e r i g h t t o use t h e 
p r i v a t e r o a d , r i g h t s t o use t h e b e a c h and l a n d i n g p l a c e ; and t o dwaw and 
use w a t e r f o r m t h e two w e l l s on l o t s #1 and #3. The h u r r i c a n e s o f 
1938 and 1954 d e s t r o y e d t h e h o u s e s on L o t s 5 and 6. 

I n t h e l a s t f i f t y y e a r s , y e a r - r o u n d r e s i d e n c e s have been b u i l t on L o t s 
1 and 2 and a n o t h e r has been b u i l t wh-ich r e p l a c e s t h e W i l c o x h o u s e . 
F o u r o f t h e o r i g i n a l h o u s e s o f "The C o l o n y " r e m a i n b u t o n l y two a r e 
s t i l l u s e d as summer r e s i d e n c e s . The o t h e r two have been r e m o d e l l e d f o r 
y e a r - r o u n d l i v i n g . 

R e f e r e n c e : 

P l a n o f "The C o l o n y " by R o b e r t A. W i l x o x and E r i c B o r d e n - 1901 
P l a n Book 3, page 19, B r i s t o l C o u n t y R e g i s t e r y o f Deeds , F a l l R i v e r 

Deed: 
D. M. A n t h o n y t o R o b e r t A. W i l c o x and E r i c B o r d e n - Book 31, pg. 287-1896. 

St-nle to Inventory form at b ttom 
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