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(see attached map) 
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Town SWANSEA 

Address 945 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Name "Wannamoisett" 

Charles Anthony Chace House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1 9 0 0 

Source 

Style 

Assessors' records 

Queen Anne 

Architect 
Exterior Wall Fabric s h i n g l e 
Outbuildings Two-story carriage house with 

tower CO. . fhpG 

Major Alterations (with dates) None 

Condition Good o r i g i n a l fabric 

OTM REFERENCE 19-316900-4621320 

OSGS QUADRANGLE F a l l River, MA:R.I.- 1967-7' 

SCALE 1 : 2 5 ' 0 0 0 

Moved No Date 

Acreage 

Setting 

Over one acre 2.14 a c r e s 
Set back on a well-proportioned 

l o t , t h i s substantial house makes a grand 

statement next to l a t e r , smaller structures 

i n the area. 

Recorded by K a y Flynn/E.A. Waring,May 1978 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date January 1986 



( 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

"Wannamoisett", Charles Anthony Chace House, 945 Gardner's Neck Road, possesses i n t e g r i t y 
of location, design, setting, workmanship and fe e l i n g . I t meets c r i t e r i o n A i n i t s association 
with the community development from r u r a l to suburban and c r i t e r i o n C for i t s representation 
as a distinguished example of a t r a n s i t i o n a l Queen Anne/Colonial Revival dwelling along with 
i t s intact Queen Anne/Colonial Revival carriage house. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
The Chace house was b u i l t i n 1900 and r e f l e c t s the type of house being b u i l t by the well-to-
do families at the turn of the century. This shingle style house i s a square plan, hipped-
roof, 2-1/2-story structure characterized by a conical 2-1/2-story tower, a single-story 
c l a s s i c a l columned finished porch, a ballus trade across the top, hipped dormers with double 
windows and six over-single pane windows. I t i s a good intact example of a Queen Anne/ 
shingle style residence. 

2/88 Addendum1 

In 1987 the outside surface material of shingles was replaced by an "outside i n s u l a t i o n " 
that has a stucco appearance. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
Charles Anthony Chace purchased the property from heirs of the Gardner family who settl e d 
on. Gardner's Neck i n 1693. The Gardners had used the land for farming, but i n the 1890's 
began s e l l i n g off pieces of property for new homes. CA. Chace b u i l t his house i n 1900. 
CA. Chace had l i v e d on the Abner Slade farm, the home of his wife's family i n East Swansea. 
There he b u i l t up a flou r i s h i n g business erecting and s e l l i n g windmills, tanks, and s i l o s at 
a time when Swansea was s t i l l a farming community. His son, Benjamin, went into business 
with him and i n 1902 they formed the New England Tank and Tower Company with a factory at 
Everett, MA. This house r e f l e c t s the type of house that was being b u i l t i n a few areas of 
Swansea at the turn of the century by i t s well-to-do c i t i z e n s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
B r i s t o l County Registry of Deeds, F a l l River, MA. 
Assessors records 
Old Families of Southeastern Massachusetts, J.H. Beers & Co., 1912, Chicago, 

''"Helen Pierce interview, 2/88. 
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SCALE 

AREA FORM NO. 

Town 

Address 945 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Name "Wannamoisett" 

C h a r l e s Anthony Chace House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original ^ R i ^ n r p 

DESCRIPTION 

Date i onn 
Source A s s e s s o r s ' r e c o r d s 

Style Queene Anne 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric S h i n g l e 

Outbuildings Two s t o r y c a r r i a g e 

house w i t h tower 
Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition Good original fahri 

Moved NO Date 

Acreage Over one Ac r e 

Setting S e t back on w e l l p r o p o r t i o n e d 

l o t , t h i s s u b s t a n t i a l house makes a 

grand s t s t e m e n t n e x t t o l a t e r , . 

s m a l l e r s t r u c t u r e s i n the a r e a . 

Recorded by Kay Flynn/E.A. Waring 
May 1978 

Organization saaoaaa Hi&iair-ieaJ 

Date 
Commission 

J e - u a r y 1QQ£ 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

( 

3 \AiNJ. / V O 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Chace house was b u i l t i n 1900 aad r e f l e c t s the type of house b e i n g b u i l t by 
the w e l l - t o -do f a m i l i e s a t the t u r n o f t h e ce'ntury. T h i s S h i n g l e s t y l e house 
i s a square p l a n , h i p p e d - r o o f , 2 h - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a c o m i c a l 
2 h - s t o r y tower, a s i n g l e - s t o r y c l a s s i c a l columned f i n i s h e d p o r c h , a b a l l u s 
t r a d e a c r o s s the t o p , h i p p e d dormers w i t h d o u b l e windows and s i x o v e r - s i n g l e 
pane windows. I t i s a good i n t a c t example o f a Queen Anne / S h i n g l e s t y l e 
r e s i d e n c e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
C h a r l e s Anthony Chace p u r c h a c e d the p r o p e r t y from h e i r s o f the Gardner x a m i l y 
who s e t t l e d on Gardner's Heck i n 1693. The Gardners had used the l a n d f o r farm­
i n g , b u t i n the 1890's began s e l l i n g o f f p i e c e s o f p r o p e r t y f o r new homes. 
He b u i l t h i s house i n 1900. C.A. Chace had l i v e d onthe AbnerSlade farm,, t h e home 
of h i s w i f e ' s f a m i l y i n E a s t Swansea. There he b u i l t up a f l o u r i s h i n g b u s i n e s s 
e r e c t i n g and s e l l i n g w i n d m i l l s , t a n k s , and s i l o s a t a time when Swansea was s t i l l 
a f a r m i n g community. H i s son, Benjamin, went i n t o b u s i n e s s w i t h him and i n 1902 
t h e y formed the New Eng l a n d Tank and Tower Co. w i t h a f a c t o r y a t E v e r e t t , Ma. 
T h i s house r e f l e c t s the type o f house t h a t was b e i n g b u i l t i n a few a r e a s o f 
Swansea a t the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y by i t s w e l l - t o - d o c i t i z e n s . 

) 
) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y of Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
A s s e s s o r s ' r e c o r d s 
O l d F a m i l i e s o f S o u t h e a s t e r n M a s s a c h u s e t t s - J.H. B e e r s & Co. 1912 

Chicago 

8/85 
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F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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a n a 
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• 

In Area no. Form no. 
JHO 

1. Town SWANSEA 

Address 9̂ 5 Gardner's Neck Road 

Name "Wannamoisett" 

Present use Re s i d e n c e 

Present owner H a r r i s R. L e v l n e 

3. Description: 

Date 1900 

Source A s s e s s o r s • r e c o r d s 

Style Late V i c t o r i a n 

Architect 
Exterior wall fabric W o o d - S h i n g l e s 

2 'story c a r r i a g e 
Outbuildings (describe) house w i t h tower 

Other features Hound tower on house 
formers on t h i r d s t o r y 

P i a z z a on f r o n t and s o u t h s i d e 

Altered^ 

Moved 
Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre XX 

Approximate frontage ^ ® f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 
50 f e e t 

6. Recorded by Mrs. E l l i s A. Waring 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

( 
30M-5-77 

RECEIVES' 
(over) 

JUN 1 3=1978. 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

ate May 26, 19?8 
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7. Original owner (if known) C h a r l e s Anthony Chaoe 

Original use nes idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Gommunity development 

~3T 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Mr. C h a r l e s Anthony Chace purchased the p r o p e r t y from h e i r s of f 
the Gardner f a m i l y who s e t t l e d on Gardner's Neck i n 1693• The / 
Gardners had us#ed the l a n d f o r f a r m i n g but i n the 1890's 
began s e l l i n g o f f p i e c e s of p r o p e r t y f o r new homes. 

B e f o r e b u i l d i n g t h i s handsome V i c t o r i a n r e s i d e n c e , Mr. Chace 
had l i v e d on the Abner S l a d e farm, the home of h i s w i f e ' s 
f a m i l y i n E a s t Swansea. There he b u i l t up a f l o u r i s h i n g 
b u s i n e s s e r e c t i n g and s e l l i n g w i n d m i l l s , t a n k s , and s i l o s a t 
a time when Swansea was s t i l l a f a r m i n g community. E i s son, 
Benjamin, went i n t o b u s i n e s s w i t h him and i n 1902 they formed 
the New England Tank and Tower Co, w i t h a f a c t o r y a t E v e r e t t , Ma. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y of Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
A s s e s s o r s ' s r e c o r d s 
Old F a m i l i e s of S o u t h e a s t e r n M a s s a c h u s e t t s - J.3.Beers & CO. 1912 

Chicago 


