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Inventory No: SWN.139

Historic Name: Watters, Harden C. House
Common Name:

Address: 936 Gardner's Neck Rd

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: South Swansea; Gardner's Neck;

Local No: 13;

Year Constructed: 1898

Architectural Style(s):  Shingle Style;

Use(s): Secondary Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling House;
Significance: Architecture; Recreation;

Area(s): SWN.H

Designation(s):

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;
Foundation: Cobblestone;

Demolished No
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FORM NO.

/39

Town SWANSEA

Address 936 Gardner?s Neck Road

Historic Name Harden C. Watters

Use: Present Year-round Residence

Original Summer Residence

" DESCRIPTION

Date 1898

Sourcefsges o ' : e

Map - 50 - Lot - 150
Style Shingle

Architect

Exterior Wall Fabric ' .....4 pe ..

ucwc\—:.?..af% Y 5 N g £ | Outbuildings Two car garage (later)
intersection(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) None

Condition Fair: new roof detracts from

continuity of shingle stvle

YD PRI

Moved No Date
Acreage Qver one Acre
Setting

7|

UTM REFERENCE L. Recorded by Kay Flyvnn/C,L. Gardner

May 1978
USGS QUADRANGLE Fz || [ives, Macs, @1 (96 7-7 9 Organization Swansea Historical
' Commission

SCALE Date -Januaryv 1986



] ; O WVWINISET
( S <

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The main three-bay, 1 %-story gambrel roof structure with a one story porch
blended into the main volume of the house has a setback ell., It features two
shed dormers on the main house and one on the ell. The piers of the porch are
accentuated and shingled. The roof has been re-shingled and detracts from the
overall continuity inherent in the Shingle style.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

This house is an example of the more modest shingle style summer residences
before 1900, The Consolidated Railroad operated a train between Providence

and Fall River with a stop at South Swansea, Which made this area accessible to
summer residence in 1898. Harden €. Watters lived in Providence, R.I. and bought
ten acres of land from Elizabeth, the widow of Henry Gardner, Jr., who was a
descendant of the first Samuel Gardner who settled on Gardner's Neck.

=

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Assessors' Records, Swansea

8/85




FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION N 130)
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

; 1. Town ©Swansea, lMass.

Address 936 Gardner's Neck Road

Name

Present use Residence

Present owner Pauline E. Freeman
3. Description:
Date 1868
Source Agsessors! Récords, Swansea
Map 50 - Lot 150
o Style Shingle
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Wood Shingles
e . 7@ b Outbuildings (describe) Garage
. / e o ¢ B
YV R o M 2. ve 9/ , Other features FPorch- Dormer Windows
s
D
%\
?
N
%
Mﬁ?it‘?ﬁﬁﬁfl o Altered No Date
Moved No Date

5. Lot size:
One acre or less Over one acre 1.4 A

Approximate frontage 125 feet

| GroyZ &
g — o U Approximate distance of building from street
N

) @ 120 feet
\J C

6. Recorded by Calvin L. Gardner

0o
[1
ﬂ Organization Swansea Historical Society

RECEIVED
JUN 13 1978 (over)

MASS. HIST ~OMM.
30M=5-77 S

Date May 24, 1¢78
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7. Original owner (if known) Harden C. Watters

Original use mer residence

—,

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Year-round residence

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ ' Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development x Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

— .

(Summer Colony in. South Swansea - railroad) [
\

This house is a good example of the shingle style of architecture in vogue
before 1900. The exterior has not been changed since it was built.

Mr., Watters lived in Providence, R. I. He bought ten acres of land from
Elizgbeth, the widow of Henry Gardner, Jr., a descendant of the first Samuel
Gardner who settled on Gardner's Neck. The Consolidated Railroad operated a
train between Providence and Fall River with a stop at South Swansea, which
made this area accessible to summer visitors. MNr. Watters built his summer
residence in 18968,

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Assessors! Records, Swansea




