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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 

AREA FORM NO. 

ress 3 71 Gardners Heck Roac 
ftoric Name 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

Wt I bur /) venue 

Qc&Q£\ Gr&c /Wnuc |T 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE_ 

SCALE 

SWANSEA 

Present 

Original 

ICRIPTION 

R e s i d e n c e 

Kesxaence 

C. 19,9, A 

rce 

le 

A s s e s s n r t s r e c o r d s 

T r a n s i t i o n a l I t a l i a n a t e 
Architect Unknown 
Exterior Wall Fabric 

Outbuildings Garage and, shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) p o r c h 

removed c. 192 7 
Condition 

Moved Date 

Acreage Over one a r r e 

Setting T h i s house s i t s on a v e r y l a r q 

p i e c e 'of l a n d f and i s not o b s t r u c t e d 

from t h e t r a f f i c w h i c h i s heavy a t 

times on the road i t f a c e s . 

Recorded by Kim V a l Rnt.a/r.Gardner 
R. Waring '80 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
: commissi or. 

Date A p r i l , 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

< 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

T h i s 2 % - s t o r y , 5-bay I t a l i a n a t e i s c o n s i d e r e d a t r a n s i t i o n a l s t e p away 
from the e l a b o r a t e I t a l i a n a t e because of i t s s i m p l e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l ­
i n g . I t i s c r o s s g a b l e d , w i t h l a r g e overhung eaves which are b r a c k e t e d . 
The c e n t r a l bay i s adorned w i t h a modest P a l l i d r a n window, and the s o u t h 
s i d e of the house i s f l a n k e d w i t h a f u l l squared two s t o r y bay window. 
The e n t r y way i s f l a n k e d w i t h engaged columns which s u p p o r t a hooded 
p o r t i c o . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

C h a r l e s W. Anthony bought f a r m l a n d e x t e n d i n g from Gardner's Neck Road 
i n South Swansea down through Ocean Grove i n c l u d i n g G r e a t I s l a n d . T h i s 
was i n 1883 a t the same time h i s b r o t h e r , D a v i d M. Anthony was b u y i n g 
a farm a t the end of Gardner's Neck. .This was the b e g i n n i n g of F a l l 
R i v e r r e s i d e n t s and o t h e r s f i n d i n g South Swansea a d e s i r a b l e p l a c e f o r 
summer l i v i n g . Mr. C h a r l e s Anthony owned a l a r g e s l o o p which he en j o y e d 
s a i l i n g on Mount Hope Bay. 

He c u l t i v a t e d h i s a c r e s as f a r m l a n d and owned h o r s e s , cows and sheep which 
he p a s t u r e d on G r e a t I s l a n d . 

A house b u i l t f o r h i s farmer on h i s p r o p e r t y t o the n o r t h s t i l l s t a n d s 
( a t 845 Gardner* s Neck Road. A house b u i l t on the s o u t h s i d e of h i s 
/ p r o p e r t y f o r h i s s o n , Frank, i s s t i l l i n use as a r e s i d e n c e a t 889 
V Gardner's Neck Road. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

A s s e s s o r s ' Records = Swansea, Ma. 
" C h r o n i c l e s of L i f e i n Swansea" Swansea T e r c e n t e n a r y 196 7 

8/85 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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(over) 

30M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town {Swansea, M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Address 8?1 Gardner's Neck Road 

Name 
Present use D w e l l i n g 

Present owner H e l e n A, Reagan and 

3. Description: A r t h u r R. P a u l h u s 

Date P r o p e r t y f i r s t on t a x l i s t i n 
188*1-. House b u i l t soon t h e r e a f t e r . 
Source ft ̂qpflj-jpr-B t g T'Pr'nrnp - fl/fop £|<9 

Style L a t e V i c t o r i a n L o t 1 7 7 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Wood 

Outbuildings (describe) Garage and shed 
Other features Three s t o r i e s w i t h 

two chimneys. O r i g i n a l l y an open 
p o r c h extended around the house 
except on the west s i d e . 

Altered p n r n h removed Date n . ] 927 
Moved Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre X 
Approximate frontage 3^8 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 
100 f e e t 
C a l v i n Gardner 

6. Recorded by Ruth A. Waring 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

Date J u l y 1*K 1980 



7. Original owner (if known) Qharl e R w . Ant.hnny 

Original use Residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates In use as a residence c o n t i n u a l ! y 
8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Charles W. Anthony bought farmland extending from Gardner's Neck 
Road i n South Swansea down through Ocean Grove including Great * 
Island. This was i n 1883 at the same time his brother, David M. Anthony 
was buying a farm at the end of Gardner's Neck. This was the beginning 
of P a l l River residents and others f i n d i n g South Swansea a desirable 
place f o r summer l i v i n g . Mr. Charles Anthony owned a large sloop 
which he enjoyed s a i l i n g on Mount Hope Bay. 
He cu l t i v a t e d his acres as farmland and owned horses, cows and 
sheep which he pastured on Great Island. 
A house b u i l t for} his farmer on his property to the north s t i l l 
stands at 845 Garner's Neck Road. A house b u i l t on the south side 
of his property for his son, Frank, i s s t i l l i n use as a residence 
at 889 Gardner's Neck Road. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Assessors' Records - Swansea, Ma. 
"Chronicles of L i f e i n Swansea" Swansea Tercentenary I967 




