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Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s):
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Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;
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UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE Somerset.MA. f B r i s t o l Co. 
SCALE 

1967/79 

P L -

AREA FORM NO. 

Town SWANSEA 
Address 831 L o c u s t S t r e e t 
Historic Name Mason Farmstead 

Use: Present Farm house 

Original Farmstead 
DESCRIPTION 

Date 1822 
Source Document F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r • 

of Deeds Bk. 26, pg. 243 
Style Cape Cod Extended Farmhouse 

Architect Unknown 
Exterior Wall Fabric wooden s h i n g l e 
Outbuildings Barn and sheds 

Major Alterations (with dates) n_QX_mfi_c_ n n 

E l l - 1950 

Condi tion S t a b l e S t a t e o f n r s s f l r v a H n n 

Moved Date 

Acreage over one acre 

Setting S i t u a t e d on a l a r g e p a r c e l o f 

l a n d i n r c r a l n o r t h Swanssa. 

Recorded by Kay F l y n n / H . p i e r c e 1 79 
Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
Date A p r i l , 1986 . 



SWN . 2 4 c 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate 1n terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Olney Mason Farmstead i s t y p i c a l of the farms i n s o u t h e a s t e r n Ma. 
t h a t were b u i l t by mi d d l e - low income f a r m e r s . The l i _ - s t o r y , 5-bay 
fac a d e w i t h c e n t r a l chimney and extended e l l s t o f a c i l i t a t e farm l i f e . 
The e l l on t h i s s t r u c t u r e was o r i g i n a l l y a ha r n e s s ( t a c k ) r o o m , l a t e r 
a l t e r e d . 

HISTORICAL.SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

T h i s farm has never,been out o f the Mason f a m i l y . Sampson Mason, a 
s o l d i e r under C r o m w e l l , s e t t l e d i n the Rehoboth Swansea a r e a i n 1650. 
I t appears t h a t h i s son Benjamin s e t t l e d on t h i s l a n d . I n 1822 Olney 
Mason t o r e down the o r i g i n a l house and b u i l t a n o t her u s i n g lumber from 
the o l d house. 

Gideon Mason was the s e c r e t a r y o f the committee t o o b t a i n s u b s t i t u t e s 
f o r young men d r a f t e d t o bear arms i n the C i v i l Was. The desk he used 
i s s t i l l i n the f a m i l y . H i s w i f e Ruth Ann L u t h e r was a t a i l o r and d u r i n g 
the C i v i l War worked i n a f a c t o r y i n Warren R . I . making m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m s . 
W i t h money she earned* the h a r n e s s room i n the e l l was c o n v e r t e d i n t o a 
room o f the house. When t h e dormers were added i n 1950 t h e o l d h a r n e s s 
pegs were d i s c o v e r e d i n s i d e the w a l l s . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Map o f Swansea 18 71 
F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Book 50, pg. 215 

Book 26, pg. 243 
C o n v e r s a t i o n e i t h M rs. Mabel Anderson 19 79, co-owner 

8/85 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4." "Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town Swansea 

Address 831 L o c u s t S t r e e t 

Name Mnson House 

Present use Farm house 

Present owner Thomas Mason E s t a t e 
3. Description: 

Date 182? 

Source Document F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r y 
- o f Deeds, ^k . ? 6,p . 2 L 3 
Style 1% s t o r y cane farmhouse 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Wooden s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe) B a r n , sheds 

Other features 5 1 1 on house was o r i g i n ­

a l h a r n e s s room, l a t e r r e f i n i s h e d . 

OCT 171979 

MASS. HIST. COMM. 

(over) 

30M-5-77 

Altered Doraeyg o n e l l Date 13 go 

Moved w 0 Date 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre Y 

Approximate frontage 2070 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2^ f e e t 
6. Recorded by Helen P i e r c e 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Soc. 

Date September 16.1979 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use Farm house 
Qlmj Nan on 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Gommunity development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political X 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

This- farm has never been out o f the Mason f a m i l y . Sampson 
Mason, a s o l d i e r under Cromwell, s e t t l e d i n the Rehoboth Swansea 
a r e a i n l S ^ O . I t appears t h a t h i s son Benjamin s e t t l e d on t h i s 
l a n d . I n 1822 Olney Mason t o r e down th e o r i g i n a l house and b u i l t 
a n o t h er u s i n g lumber from the o l d house. 

Gideon Mason was the s e c r e t a r y o f t h e committee t o o b t a i n 
s u b s t i t u t e s f o r young men d r a f t e d t o bear arms i n the C i v i l War. 
The desk he used i s s t i l l i n t h e f a m i l y . H i s w i f e Ruth Ann L u t h e r 
was a t a i l o r and d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War worked i n a f a c t o r y i n 
Warren R.I. making m i l i t a r y u n i f o r m s . W i t h money she earned the 
h a r n e s s room i n t h e e l l was c o n v e r t e d I n t o a room o f the house. 
When the dormers were added i n 1950 the o l d h a r n e s s pegs were 
d i s c o v e r e d i n s i d e t h e w a l l s . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Map o f Swansea l 8 ? l 
F a l l R i v e r R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, Book $0, page 215 

Book 26, page 2k3 
C o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h Mrs. Mabel Anderson p r e s e n t co-owner. 


