
Inventory No: SWN.121

Historic Name: Brown, John V House

Common Name:

Address: 793 Pearse Rd

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: Touisset;

Local No: 19;

Year Constructed: C 1740

Architectural Style(s): Georgian;

Use(s): Agricultural; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;
Foundation: Stone, Uncut;

Demolished No
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AREA FORM NO. 

Town SWANSEA 

Address 793 P e a r s e Road 

Historic Name John and A b a g a i l ( C o l e ) 

Brown V 's House 

Use: Present M u l t i p l w D w e l l i n g 

Original F a r m s t e a d 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 
c a . 17 4 0 

Source 

Style 

Architect 

John Brown. Gent1eman^_o: 
Wannamo i s e t t , pg. 32 
G e o r g i a n C o l o n i a l 

Exterior Wall Fabric Wood S h i n g l e s 

Outbuildings shed w/ o u t h o u s e 

Major Alterations (with dates! 

Condition E x t e r i o r i n t a c t w i t h l a t e r 

a d d i t i o n s i n good c o n d i t i o n 

Moved No Date 

-ss t h a n o n e a c r e Acreage _ 

Setting S i t u a t e d on t o p o f a k n o l l 

o v e r l o o k i n g t h e C o l e R i v e r j u s t 

s o u t h o f t h e RR o v e r p a s s . S t o n e 

w a l l s and ma t u r e t r e e s c o m p l e t e 
s i t e . 

Recorded by Kav F l v n n / M . S . Gendron '78 

Organization , q M a a R p a H i s t o r i c a l 
Date 

_ , C c' nxnits s i o n F e o r u a r y , 1 9 3 6 

. •.- — — - -
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

One o f t h e e a r l i e s t m i d - 131h c e n t u r y G e o r g i a n C o l o n i a l h o u s e s w i t h 
I t a l i a n a t e p o r c h a d d i t i o n s g i v i n g a c o n t i n u i t y o f d e v e l o p m e n t i n 
T o u i s s e t , a s e c t i o n o f S o u t h Swansea. T y p i c a l f e a t u r e s a r e t h e 
2 _ - s t o r y , 5-bay f a c a d e u n d e r a s i d e - g a b l e r o o f w i t h a l a r g e c e n t r a l 
b r i c k c h i m n e y f o r 6 f i r e p l a c e s and a f i e l d s t o n e f o u n d a t i o n . A 
d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e i s t h e c e n t e r d o o r s u r r a n d o f a s i m p l e e n t a b l a ­
t u r e s u p p o r t e d by p i l a s t e r s w h i c h f l a n k a t r a n s o m o f s m a l l l i g h t s 
a bove ( n o t i n ) t h e d o o r . - T h e r e i s a west o r r e a r 2 - s t o r y e l l w i t h 
a s m a l l e r c h i m n e y . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played 1n local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

T h i s l a n d was b e q u e a t h e d t o Mrs. John Brown IV ( A b i g a i l C o l e ) by 
he r f a t h e r , James C o l e . The l a n d had been t r a n s m i t t e d f r o m t h e 
I n d i a n s t o g e n e r a t i o n a f t e r g e r e r a t i o n o f C o l e s f o r more t h a n two 
c e n t u r i e s and n e v e r was c o n v e y e d by deed u n t i l t h e p u r c h a s e by 
Henry A . G a r d n e r i n 1874. T h i s l a n d a l o n g t h e C o l e s - R i v e r was s a i d 
t o be a summering p l a c e f o r t h e I n d i a n s and mounds o f s h e l l s have 
been f o u n d i n t h e woods. 
I n John Brown 5 t h ' s w i l l i n 1754 he l e f t t o h i s s o n , W i l l i a m , " a l l 
my hom e s t e a d and a l l b u i l d i n g s t h e r e o n , a l s o a l l f a r m i n g t a c k l i n g s . " 
T h i s was o r i g i n a l l y a 140 a c r e f a r m . 
B o t h t h e Brown and C o l e f a m i l i e s whose f i r s t a n c e s t o r s a r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
c i t i z e n s , s e t t l e d i n P l y m o u t h . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1. The D e s c e n d a n t s o f James C o l e o f P l y m o u t h 1 633,_ G r a f t o n P r e s s , N.Y., 
pp~ 33 ( a t t h e R . I . H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ) 
2. J o h n Browne, G e n t l e m a n o f W a n n a m o i s e t t , by Aimee H u s t o n E c k , M i n n e a p o l i s 
1951, pp.119 ( R . I . H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y - p r i v a t e l y r e p r o d u c e d ) 
3. H i s t o r y o f Swansea, W r i g h t , pp. 200 (M a r c u s Brown F a m i l y ) and pp. 154 
(The C o l e F a m i l y ) 
4. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
5. P r o b a t e C o u r t , T a u n t o n , Ma. 8/85 
6. Maps o f Swansea d a t e d * # 8 W , 1871 and 1395 - Swansea L i b r a r y 
7. Swansea T e r c e n t e n a r y b r o c h u r e 1667 - 1967 
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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dress Pear** Road 

me Riv«rby 

esent use Aoartment hous« 

esent owner 

scription; 

te Pre 175U 

Winthrop D. Sanford 

Source John Brown*, Gentleman, of 
¥annamoisstt, pp.}2 

le Colonial farmhouse 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric ¥ o o d shingles 

Outbuildings (describe) S h e d W outhouse 
Other features Larg« central b r i c k chimney 
with 6 fireplace*), smaller chimney i n wast 
wing w i t h fireplace, 2| s t o r y gable w i t h 
east facing e n t r y , central 1, with transom 
lights i n 5 hay facade, south a d d i t i o n , 
f i e l d stone foundation, f r o n t purch 
Altered Date 

Moved Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less ^ Over one acre 
82« Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building from street 
36 i 

Martha S. Gendron Recorded by_ 
Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

Date, B » c ' 2 0 » 1 9 7 8 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 
Farm house 

John Brown 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates apartment house i n 1976 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

John Browne 1st came to Hehoboth ( l a t e r Swansea) from New Plymouth and the 
descendants of this Brown family were distinguished citizens of Swansea. 
John 2nd was described as "a s t r i c t Puritan, devout man, standing high i n 
community & colony a f f a i r s ' 8 , and John 3rd as • a man of po s i t i v e nature, 
unflinching i n discharge of duty". 

In John Brown 5 t h 's w i l l i n 175U he l e f t to his son, William,'»all my homestead 
and a l l buildings thereon, also a l l farming t a c k l i n g * . To William also s i l v e r 
spoon marked I. M. also desk and a great case of bottles, bed, etc.* This was 
o r i g i n a l l y a lh.0 acre farm. 

The lands bequeathed to Mrs. John Brown IV (Abigail Celt) by her father, 
James Cole, on which this house was b u i l t , w»re transmitted from t h e i r purchase 
from the Indians to generation after generation for more than two centuries 
and never were conveyed by deed u n t i l t h e i r ourchase by Henry A. Gardner i n 
187U. This land along the Coles River was said to be a summering olace for 
the Indians and mounds of shells i n the woods seem to bear this out. 

1 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

1. The Descendants of James Cole of Plymouth 1633, Grafton Press, N.Y., pp.33 
(at the R. I . H i s t o r i c a l Society) 

2. John Browne, Gentleman of Wannamoisett, by Aimee Huston Eck, Minneapolis 1951 
pp. 119 (R. I. H i s t o r i c a l Society - p r i v a t e l y renroduced) 

3. History of Swansea, Wright, pp. 200 (Marcus Brown family) 
U. Registry of Deeds, F a l l River, Ma. 
5 . Probate Court, Taunton, Ma. 
6. Maps of Swansea dated 18£0. 1871 and 1895 - Swansea Library, Main St. 
7. Swansea Tercentenary brochure 1667-1967 
8. A Record of my Ancestry 4 descendant of John Brown of ^ south & Rehobcth-

Jar v i s D. Brown, J r . , L,.0. 29, 19k9 


