
Inventory No: SWN.133

Historic Name: Sherman, Sanders House

Common Name:

Address: 770 Old Gardners Neck Rd

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: Ocean Grove; Gardner's Neck;

Local No: 14;

Year Constructed: C 1850

Architectural Style(s): Greek Revival;

Use(s): Agricultural; Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s):

Designation(s):

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Clapboard;
Foundation: Granite;

Demolished No
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AREA FORM NO. V33 
Town SWANSEA 

A d d r e s s

 770 oiri Gardnejr-Ls N ^ V Pr»«rf 
Historic Name .g^-^we ^

a T O
^ 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Original • Farmstead 
DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1850 

Source A r c h i t e c t ' s assessment 
Style I t a l i a n a t e 
Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric <-.1 aphnardw 
Outbuildings

 R a y
.

n
 „ n I Q OIL 

Major Alterations (with dates) un-known 

Condition Good, b a s i c a l l y w e l l p r e ­

s e r v e d a l t h o u g h a l t e r a t i o n a r e un-
known. 
Moved No Date 

Acreage Over one ac r e 
Setting Located aa Old saxdaaxls Ner.k 
Road near the s i t e of the Bourne 
G a r r i s o n , the house f o c e s s o u t h i n 
a r u r a l s e t t i n g , 

Recorded by Kay F l y n n / N . A l t e n b r a n d 
Feb. 19 73 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date J a n u a r y 1986 



J l A J K i - 133 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

T h i s I t a l i a n a t e house i s an example of a type o f f a r m s t e a d t h a t was b u i l t and 
added on t o a l l o v e r Swansea, a n a g r i c u l t u r a l community i n the mid-19th c e n t u r y . 
T h i s s t r u c t u r e c o u l d p o s s i b l y have o r i g i n a l f a b r i c from e a r l i e r houses. I t 
f e a t u r e s a c e n t e r g a b l e , o v e r h a n g i n g eaves and e x a g e r a t e d l i n t e l o v e r the c e n t e r 
d o o r . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

T h i s house may be the t h i r d on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t e where the o r i g i n a l Bourne 
G a r r i s o n house s t o o d i n 16 75. The p r o p e r t y was p a r t of the l a n d bought by 
Samuel Gardner i n 1693. H i s descendants owned i t u n t i l 1832 when Sanders 
Sherman (1795-1868) bought one hal£ o f the house and l a n d and completed the 
purchase o f the o t h e r h a l f i n 1841. The Gardners and t h e Shermans were f a r m e r s . 
The l a n d was always under c u l t i v a t i o n u n t i l the 1950's when the p r o p e r t y , 
r e d u c e d i n a c r e a g e , was used f o r r e s i d e n t i a l p u rposes o n l y . 
W i l l i a m H. Green o f F a l l R i v e r p urchased the p r o p e r t y i n 1885 and moved t o Swansea 
He b u i l t the b a r n and was the h o s t a t the d e d i c a t i o n of the b o u l d e r p l a c e d on h i s 
l a n d t o mark the s i t e o f the Bourne G a r r i s o n . (JUNE 1909) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
Swansea A s s e s s o r s ' Records 
Map o f B r i s t o l County, Ma. by H.E. W a l l i n g , New B e d f o r d , Ma. 1851 
(S. Sherman i s a t t h i s s i t e on map) 
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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 
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1. Town SWANSEA 

Address 770 Old Gardner's Neck Road 

Name 
Present use R e s i d e n c e 

Present owner R o b e r t A, Heron 

3. Description: 

Date Ib'+O - 1850 

Source A r c h i t e c t • s assessment 

Style Farmhouse 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Wood-clapboards 

Outbuildings (describe) B a r n - c. 1900 

Other features 

Altered 

Moved 
Date 

Date 
5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre 

Approximate frontage i<p f t . 

Approximate distance of building from street 

30 f t . 

6. Recorded by Mrs. Norman A l t e n b r a n d 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

Date F e b r u a r y 10. 197 b 



7. Original owner (if known) Fronr\Vl v Zanders Sherman (179S-186H1 

Original use Farmhouse , [ 
— f 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates p r o p e r t y used as a fa r m u n t i l 1950 when " i t 
became r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural X Education Religion 
Architectural y Exploration/' Science/ 
The Arts < settlement X invention 
Commerce Z_~ZZ Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
T h i s house may be 'the t h i r d on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t e where the 
o r i g i n a l Bourne G a r r i s o n house s t o o d i n 16/5. The p r o p e r t y 
was p a r t of the l a n d bought bought by Samuel Gardner i n 1693• 
H i s descendants owned i t u n t i l 1832 when Sanders Sherman bought 
one-#alf o f the house and l a n d and completed the purchase of 
the o t h e r h a l f i n 18^1. The Gardners and the Shermans were 
f a r m e r s . The land'was always under c u l t i v a t i o n u n t i l the 
1950's when the p r o p e r t y , reduced i n acre a g e , was used f o r 
r e s i d e n t i a l purposes o n l y . 
w i l l i a m H. Green of F a l l R i v e r purchased t h e p r o p e r t y i n 1885 
and noved t o Swansea. He b u i l t t he b a r n and was the h o s t a t 
th e d e d i c a t i o n of the b o u l d e r p l a c e d on h i s l a n d t o mark the 
s i t e of the Bourne G a r r i s o n . (June 1909) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y of Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
Swansea Assessors'* Records 
Map of B r i s t o l County, Ma. by H.E. W a l l i n g , New B e d f o r d , Ma. 1851 

(S.Sherman i s a t t h i s s i t e on map) 


