Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System
Scanned Record Cover Page

Inventory No: SWN.117
Historic Name: Pearse Farm
Common Name: The Inn
Address: 486 Pearse Rd
City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: Touisset;

Local No: 23;
Year Constructed: C 1810
Architectural Style(s): Federal;
Use(s): Agricultural; Hotel or Inn; Multiple Family Dwelling House; Single Family Dwelling House;
Significance: Agriculture; Architecture; Recreation;
Area(s):
Designation(s):
Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Clapboard; Wood Shingle;
Demolished No

The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan
records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in
digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a
considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.
Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-
macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Monday, June 27, 2022 at 8:03 PM


http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

AREA FORM NO.

7/7

Town SWANSEA - TOUISSET

Address 486 Pearse Road

Historic Name pcoopce Fapm/ "The Tppv

Use: Present Apartments

Original Farmstead

DESCRIPTION
Date ca.‘ 1810

Source Book 101 Registry of Deeds,
Taunton
Style Federal Colonial Style

Architect

Exterior Wall Fabricclapboard and
wood shingles

Outbuildings

intersection(s).
Indicate north

5 Major Alterations (with dates) Made into
UJlLﬁpUK-v BVE. B e e R

Imnca. 1922 Apartments ca. 1930"'s
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Conditign plir P
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Moved NO

Acreage Less than one acre-17,543 $9.

Rivie yigw SettingSituated on a small south-

Pi au E Rd g e
facing site overlooking the Cole's
T River, with a guiet road in between-
: 5 arural ¢nn; suburban setting.
UTM REFERENCE . : Recorded b.y Kay Flynn/M.S Gendron '78
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

The central block of the Pearse Farm of The Inn is a good restored example of a Federal

period farmhouse of which there are several in Swansea. The typical features are the 21 -
story, 5-bay massing with an elliptical fanlight set in a simple, pedimented and columned,
central door surround. There are wines setback and flankine the central core. The house

was altered in the 1920'= férrapartments., Because of these alterations, there are no chimnevs
in the central core but one is located in each wing.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in Tocal or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The historical sienificance of this structure is in the fact that the propertv was-deeded in
1810 bv Alexander Gardner to-William Pearse. Both of these families are outstanding in the
development of Swansea. The Gardners as landowners and farmers important enouch that "
Gardner's Neck" is a portion of South .Swansea. The Pearses of R.I. and Swansea were for
zenerations involved in politics as well as the church. Named after the familv. Pearse Road
runs from Swansea Center to the Cole River.

William H. Pearse. born at Bristol Ferrv. R.I. in 1813. came with his parents. the George
Pearses. to his grandfather William's Swansea land in 1816. Through the vears the colonial
farm once was the residence of manv generations of Pearses'. As farmers, thev dealt in live-
stock. principallv horses and cattle. :

William H. Pearse had been identified with Christ Church in Swansea and a member of the vestrv
for 35 vears. Accordine to Yolume II "Southeastern Mass." he was recognized as " a cheerful
consistant Christian, fond of societv and given to hospitalitv." The " Historv of Swansea"
tells of his active participation in town affairs and holdine the office of Representative of

Leeislature in 1863. Mr. Pearse enioved the confidence and esteem of the townspeople. In the ~~r

earlv twenties the farmhouse was referred to as " The Inn." Manv summer boarders were lodeced
for vacation. Then in the thirties. the farmhouse was converted into four apartments. and
presentlv is used as such.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES °

" Bristol Countv Records. Taunton. Mass.

" Representative Men of 0l1d Families of Southeastern. Mass.
Ji M, 'Bears and Co.. OChios 1912, %al: I1. peill01 ;
Regsistrv of Deeds. Fall River. Ma.

Swansea Librarv. earlv mavs and taxbooks

0.0. Wrieht."Historv of Swansea". Swansea, MA.. 1917 (p. 183) 8/85
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4. Map. Draw sketch of bu11dmg 1ocat1on
in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings.

Indicate north.
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(over)

*“»‘ esent owner

Architect

In Area no

S no. Fo&n no.
17

Lloyd Kenyon.

= scription:

& g..1810
=) ;Of‘-u 101
B[ Source Registry of Deeds, Taunton

Colonial farmhouse

unknown
clapboarc
Exterior wall fabric wooden shingles

Outbuildings (describe)

Other features L v 1 acing;
federsl door, central, with 5 bay facade;
memmnga
only; semi-circular fan light -above frent
door

Altered Made into Inn pate ¢.1922
Moved Date
. Lot size:

37,543 sq. £%

~

One acre or less Over one acre

Approximate frontage 168.9'

Approximate distance of building from street

15!

. Recorded by Ruth M. Doodson

Organization Swansea Historical Society

Date 11/18/78
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7. Original owner (if known) _s7.vo nder Coraner

Original use__ farmhoyce )

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates A5 on Inn, 1922: as apartments, 1930's on )
8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal : Conservation Recreation

Agricultural X Education Religion

Architectural Exploration/ Science/. SR

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian X

Community development X Political Transportation )

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) )
dilliam H. Pearse, born at Bristol Ferry, R.1l. in 1813, came with
his parents, the William G. Pearses' to Swansea in 1816,

This property was deeded to his grandfathe , William Pearse, by
Alexander Gardner in 1810.

Through the years the colonial farmhouse was the residence of
many generations of Pearces'. As farmers, they deal® in livestock,
principally horses and cattle.

William H. Pearse was one of the founders of Christ 6hurch in
Swansea and a member of the vestry for 35 years. According to Vol.II
"Southeastern Mass." he was recognized as "a cheerful consistent
Christian, fond of society and given to hospitality". The "History
of Swansea'tells of his active participation in town affairs and
holding the office of Representative of Legislature in 1863.

Mr. Péerse enjoyed-the confidence and esteem of the townspeople,

In the early twenties the farmhouse was referred to as "The Inn"®
Many summer boarders were lodged for vacation.

Then in the thirties, the farmhouse was converted into four
apartments, and presently is used as such.
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10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
‘early maps, etc.)

Bristol County Records, Taunton, Mass
"Representative Men @ 0ld Families of Southeastern Mas
J o Beere @ Uo,, Chie, 1912, Vol, 11, pe.1101
Begistry of Deeds, Fall River, Ma.
Swansea Library, esrly maps and taxbooks
"History of Swansea" p.183




