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South Swansea Union Church
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corner of Church St
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FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTCON, MA 02116

Rl Z

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or

geographical features. Indicate all buildings

between inventoried property and nearest
intersection(s).
“Indicate north

(see attached map)

UTM REFERENCE 19 316880 4621270

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location

AREA FORM KO.

R g«éi F 138

Swansea, Mass. MRA
n SWANSEA

/ﬂess Gardner's Neck Road

toric Kame

South Swansea Union Church

Present religious

Original religious

CRIPTION

1916

Church records

Shingle

Architect unknown

Exterjor Wall Fabric wood shingle

Qutbuildings parish house (ca. 1960s)

Major Alterations {with dates) none

!

Condition good

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1967/1979

SCALE 1:25000

Moved no Date —_—

Acreage less than one acre

Setting suburban houses on fairly

regular rectangular lots

Recorded by Kay Flynn/K. K. Broomer

Organization Swansea Historical Commission

Date March 1988/October 1989




kv SWN./I38

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

The South Swansea Union Church retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association and is significant on the local level. The

church meets Criterion A as a product of the rapidly expanding suburban population

on Gardner's Neck in the early 20th century, and Criterion C as a well-preserved
ecclesiastical structure in the Shingle Style. For its architectural significance

in Swansea, the church also meets Criteria Consideration A.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. ‘

South Swansea Union Church is architecturally significant as the best example of a
Shingle Style church in Swansea. One and one-half stories on a raised rubblestone
foundation, the church is a gabled rectangular structure with characteristic wood
shingle cladding. A prominent facade cross-gable includes four lancet windows

on the first floor and a wheel window above. Similar arrangements of lancet and
wheel windows grace the end-gable elevations of the main block. The offset entrance
is marked by a square tower rising to a belvedere with tent roof. Other architectural
features includes overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, and drip moulds over windows

and doors. .

[

HISTORICAL SIGMIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

The formation of the South Swansea Union Church is rooted in the organization of the
South Swansea Sunday School about 1910. In the early decades of the 20th century

the population of Gardner's Neck (South Swansea) rapidly increased, as the formerly
rural area was transformed by suburban development. The Sunday school provided for
area children of varied circumstances who were unable to attend the other Sunday
schools: of the town. School membership swelled from 16 to 96 children in just one
year, and meeting places included private homes and even a tent at Ocean Grove. In
October 1914 the school was incorporated with the objective of buying land and building
a chapel. Meanwhile, the Ladies Aid Society was formed November 17, 1914 to assist

in running the Sunday school.

Sunday evening services began in private homes on the Neck in August 1915. 1In
November of that year, the South Swansea Sunday School Corporation purchased land
from Edwin Gardner for the chapel. The building committee consisted of members of
the Sunday school corporation: Charles A. Chace, Edward Goss, Mr. and Mrs. Chester
R. Gardner, and Mrs. Sidney K. Crittenden. The cornerstone for the church was laid
May 6, 1916 and the building was dedicated the following September.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES — s

50th Anniversary of the South Swansea Church, 1914-1964, booklet printed by the Church.
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967.
Wright, Otis. History of Swansea 1667-1917. Swansea, MA, 1917,
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AREA FORM NO.

F 138 _

Town SWANSEA

Address Gardner's Neck Road
corner of Church Street
Historic Name South Swansea Ynion Church

Use: Present Church

DESCRIPTION

Date 1916

Source Church Recouds - Assesors!
.. Map 46 Lot Z4
Areritoun, :
Style Vernacular Vietefian Gothic
- e SEyLe
Architect Builder - Arthur L. Hunt

Exterior Wall Fabric Shingle

Outbuildings Two buildings ufed for

Christian education

Major Alterations (with dates) None

Condition Ggood - original fabric

Moved No Date

Acreage Over one acre

Setting

USGS QUADRANGLE [ || Fiver Vo | RZ 196 77

-

&

SCALE

Recorded by Xav Flvnn/Calvin L. Gardner
May 1978
Organization Swansea Historical
Commission
Date 15~ wary 19886




SWN.IZ&

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community. .

The only vernacular Victorian Gothic and Shingle style church in Swansea and

built in 1916, reflects thestyle of neighboring residential homes on -Gardner's
Neck, which are basically Shingle style. ( See The Colony Area Form #oo

The distinguishing characteristics of this late Victorian Gothic church is its rel-
atively complicated shape which includes a tri-gable and offset bell tower. It
features various groupdings of triangle windows with round windows in each gable
end. The square bell tower is open and its hipped roof is conically capped.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

Religious work on Gardner's Neck began in the mid- 19th century. Preaching was
done in the old school house which then stood just north of the present church .
In the 1880's , Meetings were held in the east room of the South Swansea rail-
road station (no longer extant) Outgrowing this room, meetings were then held
in the "new"school house at Green's Corner, (no longer extant) The church grew
and cottage meetings were held in several houses.

By October, 1914, the increased population of "varied " circumstances included
children who were unabie to attend theSunday Schools in town, The South Swansea
Sunday School Corporation was formed with the intent to buy land for a Chapel.
yhe land was purchased from Udwin C. Gardner in November 1915, A building
yommittee of five supervised the plans and the construction was done by Arthur
L. Hunt.

The South Swansea Union Church historically ahows the importance of religion

tés the growingsuburban population of South Swansea during theperiod of time when

the heirs of the Gardner fomily were selling pieces of property.
BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Wright, pg. 122-124
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FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ‘ 368Xl
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Swansea, Mass.

Address Gardner's Neck Road, cor. Church St.

Name South Swansea Union Church

Present use Church

Present owner South Swansea Union Church

3. Description:

Date 1916

SourceChurch Records - Assessors!
Map 46 Iot 24

Style comic REVIVAL

4, Mpraw sketch of building location +~ Architect
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

Exterior wall fabric Wood

Outbuildings (describe)2 buildings used for
Christian education.

WiL (3u e AvEyoOLE Rte./03 Other features

{
o|
=
|
NG
o Altered no Date
{ M |
| Moved no Date
B
S L LT 5 5. Lot size:
OCEAN GrOovE AVE N | ___
e e e D U One acre or less Over one acre 1.2 A.
{1 1~
O e T Approximate frontage G. N. Road - 265 feet
ol Chirch St. — 281 fest
i D l___ i 1 g Approximate distance of building from street
R A
CHORLH STEEE } 100 ft. back from Gardner's Neck Road
A

6. Recorded by Calvin L. Gardner

Organization Swansea Historical Socilety

RECEIVED
JUN 13 1978 .

Date May 24, 1S78

MASS. HIST. COMM.

30M=5-77




SWN.I3S

7. Original owner (if known) South Swansea Union Church

Original use Church

el

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates  No

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion -
Architectural N Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

In October 1914 a Sunday School was organized, and took the name of South Swaﬂsea
Sunday School. The first year it was held in the home of Mr., and Mrs. Chester R.
Gardner. During this time a Society was formed with the object of buying land and
building a chapel. A committee was formed to solicit pledges. Their effort enabled
them to purchase the land for the chapel from Edwin C. Gardner in November 1915.

The Sunday School Corporation selected a building committee to supervise construction
in all details. Plans were developed and given to contractor Arthur L. Hunt. The

cornerstone was laid on May 6, 1916, and the Chapel was dedicated September 10, 1016.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
‘early maps, etc.)
Assessors!' records, Swansea
Church records




