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state Massachusetts code MA county B r i s t o l code 005 zip code 09777 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 

private 
rX| public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
n n building(s) 
[K] district 
E s i t e 
IXH structure 
f x l object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

155 70 buildings 
ft ] sites 

4 structures 
2 objects 

77 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ^ 

-20-
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Swansea Multiple Resource Area, Swansea, MA 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic / S ing le Dvv'eninq , 

Secondary S t r u c t u r e 
Hotel 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic / Single Dwelling 

Secondary Structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Co lon ia l 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Stone 
walls Wood Weatherboard 

Georgi an Shingle 
Federal roof Asphalt, Slate 

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

INTRODOCTI(»T 

The Swansea Multiple Resource Area encompasses an area of approximately 22 
square miles. The predominantly rural, residential town is in the southeast 
region of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Swansea is separated from the 
industrial m i l l city of Fall River by the Taunton River and the Town of 
Somerset, which was once part of Swansea. On the north, Swansea is bordered 
by Dighton, Rehoboth, and Seekonk. The west border is approximately six miles 
of state line between Massachusetts and Rhode Island, separating Swansea from 
Harrington and Warren, Rhode Island. Swansea's southern edge is on the Lee's 
and Cole's Rivers. Swansea is within the Southeast Regional Planning Area i n 
Bristol County and is approximately sixty miles from Boston. 

The present-day community was shaped primarily throughout the nineteenth 
century and early twentieth century, although settlement did occur as early as 
1664. At the time of the 1667 land grant from the Court of Jurisdiction of 
New Pl3rmouth, Swansea included the present day Somerset, then known as 
Shawomet; Barrington, Rhode Island; and most of Warren, Rhode Island. 

Swansea is informally divided into five villages or areas, each having unique 
characteristics articulating the area's development. Because of the irregular 
shape of Swansea with a long northern border and southern peninsulas separated 
by rivers, the villages are separated from one another by large tracts of 
land, much of which is threatened by major development pressures. Beginning 
in the northwest corner of the town i s Bameyville, also known as North 
Swansea. East of Bameyville on the northern edge near Rehoboth is 
Hortonville. Swansea Village is near the Somerset line and at the head of the 
Lee's River, while Luther's Corner, also known as Swansea Center, is north of 
the Cole's River and near primary transportation routes. South Swansea is the 
area bordering on the rivers, with easy access to Mt. Hope Bay. Gardner's 
Neck, Ocean Grove and Touisset are the three shoreline areas of South Swansea. 

The topography has played an important role i n the development of the five 
distinct villages/areas as well as the isolation of these areas from one 
another. The general contour of the terrain is gently r o l l i n g land with sandy 

rXI See continuation sheet 



OM Afpnmi m. l9M01t 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Swansea Mul t ip l e Resource Area 

Swansea, MA 
6 Page 1 Section number 

6. Function or Use (Continued) 

Hist o r i c Functions: 

Agriculture/Subsistence: 
Processing 
Storage 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Field 
Animal F a c i l i t y 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Outbuilding 

Education: 
School 
Library 

Government: 
Town Hall 
Post Office 

Industry/Processing/Extraction: 
Manufacturing f a c i l i t y - M i l l 

Social: 
Meeting Hall 

Funerary: 
Cemetery 

Current Functions: 

Agriculture: 
Processing 
Storage 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Field 
Animal F a c i l i t y 
A g r i c u l t u r a l Outbuilding 

Education: 
School 
Library 

Government: 
Town Hall 

Post Office 

Industry/Processing/Extraction: 
Vacant - Storage f a c i l i t y 

Social: 
Meeting Hall 

Funerary: 
Cemetery 

: r 
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7. Description (Continued) 

Architectural C l a s s i f i c a t i o n : 

Mid-19th Century - Greek Revival 

Late Victorian - I t a l i a n a t e 
Second Empire - Mansard 
Queen Anne - Queen Anne Revival 
Shingle Style 
Romanesque - Richardsonian Romanesque 

Late 19th and 20th Century Revivals - Colonial Revival - Georgian Revival 
Elizabethan Revival 

Late Gothic Revival - Collegiate Gothic 

Late 19th and Early 20th Century American Movements - Bungalow 
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t o g r a v e l l y s o i l and i s p a r t of the New England c o a s t a l lowlands. 
From the lowlands t h e r e are four s i g n i f i c a n t outcroppings of 
conglomerate g l a c i a l rock, a l l of which served as n a t i v e s h e l t e r s . 
Due t o the p r o x i m i t y t o the Taunton River and Mt. Hope Bay, the 
several brooks and t i d a l r i v e r s w i t h i n Swansea are p a r t of the most 
extensive and i n t r i c a t e drainage system i n Southeastern 
Massachusetts. The brooks and streams of Swansea d r a i n i n t o e i t h e r 
the Palmer River (aka Warren River) near B a m e y v i l l e or the Cole's 
and Lee's Rivers a t South Swansea. Located i n North Swansea between 
B a m e y v i l l e and H o r t o n v i l l e i s the Warren Reservoir, which flows 
i n t o the Kickamuit River. The r i v e r shore l i n e a t South Swansea has 
provided easy access t o Mt. Hope Bay w h i l e c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the 
development of three d i s t i n c t communities. T o u i s s e t t i s on the 
western bank of the Cole's River, w h i l e Ocean Grove i s a t i t s head 
and i s connected t o Gardener's Neck, which i s a peninsula between 
the Cole's and Lee's Rivers. 

Although Swansea was not f o r m a l l y incorporated as a town u n t i l the 
1785 Act which declared every town as a 'body p o l i t i c ' , i t was 
s e t t l e d as e a r l y as 1667 a t which time the Township of Swansea was 
granted by the Court of J u r i s d i c t i o n of New Plymouth t o Captain 
Thomas W i l l e t and h i s neighbors. The land grant included a l l of 
Swansea, Somerset, and the present B a r r i n g t o n , Rhode I s l a n d , and 
most of the present Warren, Rhode I s l a n d . The boundary between 
Swansea and Rehoboth was l e f t t o the d i s c r e t i o n of the t r u s t e e s of 
the two townships and t h i s was agreed upon and e s t a b l i s h e d by 1670. 
Although there were several p e t i t i o n s f o r Somerset (then known as 
Shawomet) t o be set o f f as a new town, Somerset was not incorporated 
u n t i l 1790. However, as e a r l y as 1717 B a r r i n g t o n , Rhode I s l a n d , was 
set o f f from Swansea, and Warren separated from Swansea i n 1747. 

H i s t o r i c Overview 

Today Swansea i s a r e s i d e n t i a l community w i t h some remaining r e s o r t 
area, although most e a r l y 2 0th-century summer houses have been 
converted f o r year-round use. There i s a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of 
commercial a c t i v i t y , p r i m a r i l y r e t a i l and s e r v i c e , most of which i s 
located on the high-speed, fou r - l a n e highway t h a t crosses the town, 
U.S. Route 6. I n t e r s t a t e 195 also cuts across the a g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscape from northwest t o southeast. I n 1967 i t was reported t h a t 
the p o p u l a t i o n was 11,767. The 1987 p o p u l a t i o n was 15,053, which 
i n d i c a t e s a steady increase i n recent decades. 

P r i o r t o h i s t o r i c settlement of Swansea, there were Wampanoag and 
Pocasset settlements, i n l a r g e p a r t due t o the wealth of n a t u r a l 

(continued) 
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resources i n the area. The r i v e r s and t h e i r a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o Mt. 
Hope Bay, and by extension Narragansett and Buzzards Bays, meant 
t h a t the area was p a r t of the l a r g e r system of n a t i v e settlements. 

European settlement f i r s t occurred i n 1664 when the Reverend John 
Myles formed the B a p t i s t church i n what i s now Rehoboth. The land 
of present-day Swansea was granted i n 1667 and the name of the 
township was derived from the Welsh n a t i v e town of the Rev. Myles, 
Swan Sea. Dispersed 17th- and 18th-century a g r i c u l t u r a l and f i s h i n g 
settlements were s c a t t e r e d throughout the area known as Swansea as 
i s evidenced by the f i v e d i s t i n c t v i l l a g e s t h a t evolved. Numerous 
fa m i l y b u r i a l grounds are also evidence of the dispersed 
farmsteads. L i m i t e d i n d u s t r i a l development occurred i n H o r t o n v i l l e , 
the s i t e of saw, g r i s t and c o t t o n m i l l s ; B a m e y v i l l e , the l o c a t i o n 
of a s i g n i f i c a n t s h i p b u i l d i n g business; and Swansea V i l l a g e , where 
several small i n d u s t r i e s f o l l owed a f t e r the Swansea Union Cotton 
Manufacturing Co. Throughout the 18th and 19th century, farming and 
f i s h i n g continued t o be key t o the economic base of Swansea. 

With the coming of r a i l r o a d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and advanced technology 
t o surrounding areas such as F a l l River and Taunton, Massachusetts, 
as w e l l as Providence, Rhode I s l a n d , i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y i n Swansea 
declined. A g r i c u l t u r e remained the mainstay of Swansea's economy, 
and summer home c o n s t r u c t i o n became a dominant f e a t u r e i n the town's 
l a t e 19th-century development. Opening of a s t r e e t r a i l w a y system 
i n the l a t e 19th century and automobile c o r r i d o r s i n the e a r l y 20th 
century c o n t r i b u t e d t o suburbanization across the town, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
on d e s i r a b l e s h o r e l i n e p r o p e r t i e s a t South Swansea. 

The post-war development has r a d i c a l l y changed p a r t s of the 
expansive a g r i c u l t u r a l landscape t h a t l i n k e d the h i s t o r i c v i l l a g e s 
of Swansea. The high-speed U.S. Route 6, l i n e d w i t h shopping 
centers, and widespread r e s i d e n t i a l suburban development have become 
a t h r e a t t o the h i s t o r i c landscape. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

Early European Settlement (1664-ca. 1700) 

C o l o n i a l settlement of o l d Swansea occurred i n 1664, soon a f t e r the 
Rev. John Myles r e l o c a t e d h i s B a p t i s t church from Rehoboth t o the 
area west of B a m e y v i l l e i n present B a r r i n g t o n , Rhode I s l a n d . Rev. 
Myles also b u i l t a g a r r i s o n house (burned 1909) a t B a m e y v i l l e . At 
approximately the same time. King P h i l i p conveyed the land of 
Ma t t a p o i s e t t t o the south, l a t e r t o be known as Gardner's Neck, t o 

(continued) 
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W i l l i a m Brenton of Newport. A g a r r i s o n house was b u i l t (1664) and 
was destroyed d u r i n g King P h i l i p ' s War. I n 1667 Captain Thomas 
W i l l e t , the Rev. Myles, and t h e i r neighbors were granted the land 
t h a t was t o be known as Swansea by the Court of J u r i s d i c t i o n of New 
Plymouth. The grant spanned f i v e necks south of Rehoboth and 
Taunton, between the Taunton River on the east and the Providence 
River on the west. The Rev. Myles was d i r e c t e d t o s e t t l e the 
northern boundary w i t h Rehoboth. Land w i t h i n the newly incorporated 
township was apportioned according t o a three-rank system t h a t i s 
said t o have been s i n g u l a r t o Swansea. The 1670 order designated 
the selectmen t o decide the rank of a new i n h a b i t a n t , thereby g i v i n g 
one of the f i r s t rank one acre, of the second rank two acres, and of 
the t h i r d rank t h r e e acres of land. 

While the e a r l y s e t t l e r s used the n a t i v e t r a i l s t h a t had been 
esta b l i s h e d over the generations, water routes were of g r e a t e r 
importance. The r i v e r s provided d i r e c t routes t o Mt. Hope and 
Narragansett Bays. Native t r a i l s spanned the northern s e c t i o n of 
Swansea f o l l o w i n g the present Marvel S t r e e t , Cummings Road, Locust 
S t r e e t , and Vinnicum and Old Providence Roads. To the south, 
n a t i v e t r a i l s p a r a l l e l e d the Cole's and Lee's Rivers along Gardner's 
Neck Road. 

Swansea was the l o c a t i o n of the f i r s t bloodshed of King P h i l i p ' s 
War. Although t h e r e were approximately f o r t y g a r r i s o n houses i n 
Swansea by 1674, a l l were destroyed d u r i n g the war beginning i n June 
of 1675. Two s i t e s of g a r r i s o n s are marked: the Myles Garrison S i t e 
on Old Providence Road near the Palmer River ( B a m e y v i l l e ) and the 
Bourne Garrison S i t e on Old Gardner's Neck Road (South Swansea). 

Growth in 01(3 Swansea (ca. 1700-1790) 

As i n most southeastern Massachusetts communities, t h i s was a period 
of s i g n i f i c a n t growth i n which p a t t e r n s of development were 
esta b l i s h e d . While a g r i c u l t u r e and f i s h i n g continued t o be the base 
of the economy, th e r e were also forges and ironworks on the northern 
s e c t i o n of the Cole's River. Most of the p o p u l a t i o n and settlement 
growth occurred near the Lee's, Cole's, and Palmer Rivers. A l a t e 
17th/early 18th-century settlement developed a t Myles Bridge (also 
known as Miles B r i d g e ) , on the Palmer River, the s i t e of one of the 
e a r l i e s t bridges erected i n B r i s t o l County. The area i s also the 
l o c a t i o n of the ca. 1700 B a p t i s t meetinghouse. Neither the o r i g i n a l 
bridge nor meetinghouse i s extant. Gardner's Neck (also known as 
M a t t a p o i s e t t ) between the Cole's and Lee's Rivers was purchased i n 
1693 by Samuel Gardner and Ralph Chapman, both of Newport, Rhode 

(continued) 
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I s l a n d . New houses were erected here t o replace those destroyed 
during King P h i l i p ' s War, and Cedar Cove a t the Cole's River was 
developed f o r the f i s h i n g and s h i p b u i l d i n g i n d u s t r i e s . Other 
settlement c l u s t e r s occurred i n Swansea V i l l a g e , which was s e t t l e d 
by the Zachariah Eddy f a m i l y and by Jonathan H i l l . H i l l purchased 
100 acres of farmland i n 1720, and b u i l t h i s house (MHC #D-65) and 
several other s u b s t a n t i a l d w e l l i n g s close t o the road. 

During t h i s p e r i o d , p a r t s of Old Swansea were set o f f t o form other 
towns. I n 1717 Bar r i n g t o n separated from Swansea and i n 1747 a 
large p o r t i o n of the northwestern s e c t i o n was set o f f and became the 
Town of Warren, Rhode I s l a n d . I t was not u n t i l the end of t h i s 
p e r iod of development t h a t Swansea achieved i t s present s i z e when 
Somerset was set o f f i n 1790. Through the 1700s th e r e were many 
p e t i t i o n s requesting t h i s d i v i s i o n . 

Construction of e a r l y r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s across Old Swansea ensured 
the continued development of the area. The F i r s t B a p t i s t Church was 
organized i n 1663. The f i r s t b u i l d i n g located i n what i s now 
Barrington was destroyed d u r i n g King P h i l i p ' s War; the second one 
was moved t o North Swansea i n 1700 and replaced i n 1717 w i t h the 
b u i l d i n g t h a t preceded the present F i r s t B a p t i s t Church (1848, MHC# 
7) a t B a p t i s t S t r e e t and Route 6. The Church of C h r i s t , Swansea 
(1833, MHC # 10), was organized i n 1693 and b u i l t i t s f i r s t 
meetinghouse i n 1720. This b u i l d i n g , h e a v i l y damaged i n a gale of 
1815, was s u b s t a n t i a l l y r e b u i l t i n 1833 and survives a t the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n of Route 6 and Maple S t r e e t . I n 1701 the Swansea 
Meeting of Friends was organized and a meetinghouse was b u i l t i n the 
eastern s e c t i o n of Swansea, now p a r t of Somerset. 

Roads connecting the settlement areas were improved. Old Warren 
Road was l a i d out t o provide access from Swansea Center t o Gardner's 
Neck and t o Warren. Hales H i l l Road, D i l l o n Lane, and Sharps Lot 
Road connected the 18th-century farms i n the northeast s e c t i o n of 
town w i t h Swansea V i l l a g e and the r i v e r s t o the south. Stevens Road 
led from Main S t r e e t i n Swansea V i l l a g e t o the Taunton River through 
what was l a t e r t o become Somerset. Water t r a n s p o r t a t i o n remained 
v i t a l t o the area. 

Swansea: The Five V i l l a g e s Evolve (1790-1865) 

During t h i s p e r i o d Swansea was reduced t o i t s present s i z e due t o 
the s e t t i n g o f f of Somerset as a new town i n 1790. Population 
f i g u r e s do not a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t the growth of the present town 
u n t i l a f t e r 1790 because e a r l i e r f i g u r e s include the area t h a t l a t e r 

(continued) 
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became Somerset. Thus, the unremarkable growth suggested by a 
pop u l a t i o n of 1,933 i n 1820 compared t o 1,840 i n 1765 i s 
misleading. Between 1825 and 1875 th e r e was a slow d e c l i n e i n 
pop u l a t i o n , which rebounded a t the end of the nineteenth century. 
The d e c l i n e i n the mid 1800s was i n l a r g e p a r t caused by a s h i f t 
away from l o c a l i n d u s t r y i n favor of the r a p i d l y expanding 
i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s nearby. I n a d d i t i o n t o the dispersed farmsteads 
t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d Swansea d u r i n g i t s C o l o n i a l development, small 
v i l l a g e s evolved around major road j u n c t i o n s or emerging l o c a t i o n s 
of i n d u s t r i a l or harbor a c t i v i t y . The road network d i d not change 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d of development and water routes 
continued t o be a primary means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Swansea V i l l a g e , then known as "Scrabbletown," was an a c t i v e 
community near the s i t e of the Swansea Union Cotton Manufacturing 
Co. (e s t a b l i s h e d 1814) on Lewin Brook. I n 1815 I s r a e l Brayton b u i l t 
a general s t o r e on the corner of Elm and Main S t r e e t s , and other 
v i l l a g e - o r i e n t e d businesses f o l l o w e d . I n 1840 a m i l l a t the end of 
Wood Avenue (then known as Paper M i l l Lane and l a t e r t o be c a l l e d 
Ledge Road) was erected f o r the manufacturing of paper. 

The Swansea Post O f f i c e , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1800, was moved from the 
home of the f i r s t postmaster Reuben Chace ("The Buttonwood," west of 
the V i l l a g e ) t o Swansea V i l l a g e i n 1814. At l e a s t one of the town's 
twelve one-room schoolhouses was b u i l t a t Swansea V i l l a g e . I n 1838 
the school system was r e d i s t r i c t e d i n t o t en independent d i s t r i c t 
schools, one of which was i n the V i l l a g e . Other e a r l y i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n included the Union Meeting House (1830) on the s i t e of 
the present Town H a l l . I n 1846 C h r i s t Church, an Episcopal p a r i s h , 
was organized and i n 1847 a board and b a t t e n , Gothic Revival s t y l e 
b u i l d i n g was constructed i n the V i l l a g e . 

R e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n concentrated a t the Elm Street-Main S t r e e t 
i n t e r s e c t i o n , ranging west along Main S t r e e t w i t h equal numbers of 2 
1/2-story houses and 1 1/2-story capes s u r v i v i n g . I n the 1850s the 
Birch/Stevens f a m i l y s e t t l e d i n Swansea V i l l a g e , b u i l d i n g a "mansion 
on the V i l l a g e S t r e e t " i n 1855 (MHC #D-61). The Stevens f a m i l y 
became Swansea's primary benefactors l a t e r i n the century. 

The Barney S h i p b u i l d i n g Co. (1802-1861) on the Palmer River was the 
c a t a l y s t f o r the development of B a m e y v i l l e , or North Swansea. The 
Barney f a m i l y s e t t l e d t h i s r u r a l area by ca. 1750; the f a m i l y 
homestead (MHC #A-3) i s extant and set back on the east bank of the 
r i v e r . I n the l a t e 1700s, Jonathan Barney began b u i l d i n g small 
boats f o r l o c a l farmers and fishermen. I n 1802 h i s son, Maso, took 

(continued) 
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over and transformed B a m e y v i l l e i n t o a well-known s h i p b u i l d i n g 
center. The i n d u s t r y t h r i v e d u n t i l the l a t e 1850s. By 1861 the 
s h i p b u i l d i n g company had closed due t o the f i n a n c i a l panic of 1858 
coupled w i t h the i n c r e a s i n g demand f o r i r o n ships. 

H o r t o n v i l l e i n the 18th century was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by farmsteads w i t h 
expansive a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s . Family b u r i a l grounds a t t e s t t o the 
long-term presence of some of the v i l l a g e ' s o r i g i n a l f a m i l i e s . I n 
the f i r s t h a l f of the 19th century, several m i l l s were e s t a b l i s h e d 
on the Cole's River, i n c l u d i n g the Swansea Cotton Manufacturing Co. 
(1806-1836) and g r i s t m i l l s . The c o t t o n f a c t o r y and dam were 
constructed by O l i v e r Chace from Rehoboth and continued operating 
a f t e r h i s 1809 departure f o r the F a l l River Manufacturing Co. 
Cotton manufacturing i n the v i l l a g e ended when the f a c t o r y burned i n 
1836; the f a c t o r y was not r e b u i l t . H o r t o n v i l l e grew sl o w l y , 
a c q u i r i n g i t s own schoolhouse and r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n , the F i r s t 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Society, by 1838. 

Luther's Corner, also known as Swansea Center, evolved around a 
major road i n t e r s e c t i o n . Old Warren Road was p a r t of an important 
east-west route from Providence t o F a l l River; Maple Avenue and 
Pearse Road were on the north-south t r a n s p o r t a t i o n route from 
Rehoboth t o Mt. Hope Bay. Members of the Luther f a m i l y had s e t t l e d 
i n the area i n the e a r l y 18th century. However, i t was a l a t e r 
generation t h a t developed the commercial center at t h i s major 
crossroad i n the e a r l y 19th century. James Luther b u i l t a tavern 
(MHC #B-19), which was a stagecoach stop i n the e a r l y 1800s, while 
another f a m i l y member b u i l t a s t o r e (MHC #B-17) on another corner. 
Other development was l i m i t e d t o farmsteads. 

South Swansea, of which Gardner's Neck i s the most prominent area, 
was of primary importance f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the l o c a l f i s h i n g 
i n d u s t r y . Menhadens were a common catch and were used f o r the 
menhaden o i l , which had become a s u b s t i t u t e f o r whale o i l a t the end 
of the War of 1812 when whaling had been i n t e r r u p t e d . Settlement of 
South Swansea before the C i v i l War was confined t o dispersed farms, 
ranged p r i m a r i l y along Pearse Road a t Touisset and Gardner's Neck 
Road on the Neck. As a peninsula between the Cole's and Lee's 
Rivers, the Neck was r e l a t i v e l y i s o l a t e d , i t s only connection t o the 
r e s t of town being a d i r t road leading n o r t h t o Swansea V i l l a g e . 

Swansea: The Emerging Residential Suburb (1865-1939) 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n and expansion of r a i l s e r v i c e t o the area i n the 
t h i r d q u arter of the 19th century c o n t r i b u t e d t o the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
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of i n d u s t r y i n surrounding c i t i e s . This i n t u r n p r e c i p i t a t e d a 
d e c l i n e i n Swansea's i n d u s t r i e s . The same r a i l s e r v i c e brought 
r e s i d e n t i a l development t o Swansea i n the form of summer r e s o r t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and year-round suburban commuters' homes. I n 18 65 the 
F a l l River-Providence R a i l r o a d was completed and passed through 
South Swansea. The e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n of the steam t r a i n i n the 1890s 
r e v o l u t i o n i z e d t h i s mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and the corresponding 
impact on r e s i d e n t i a l development was seen p a r t i c u l a r l y i n South 
Swansea, where s t a t i o n s were b u i l t on Gardner's Neck and a t 
Touisset. By 1901 the Providence and F a l l River S t r e e t R a i l r o a d Co. 
operated e l e c t r i c t r o l l e y cars from F a l l River t o Providence. The 
"Snake Line" t r o l l e y t h a t t r a v e l l e d along the present Route 6 
c a r r i e d commuters from Swansea t o F a l l River. I n the e a r l y 1900s, 
Route 6 was a s i g n i f i c a n t thoroughfare w i t h the beginnings of what 
would become major commercial s t r i p development. Route 6 became a 
U.S. Highway i n the 1920s, l i n k i n g c i t i e s such as Providence, F a l l 
River, and New Bedford. Use of waterways f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n was 
confined t o f r e i g h t t r a f f i c . 

From the 1870 p o p u l a t i o n of 1,294, there was a steady increase t o 
1,456 i n 1890. By 1915, t h e r e was a s u b s t a n t i a l increase t o 2,558 
persons l i v i n g i n Swansea, no doubt a r e s u l t of the town's 
suburbanization due t o the e l e c t r i c t r o l l e y and improved r a i l 
s e r v i c e . The suburban and summer home community was concentrated 
close t o the s h o r e l i n e a t Gardner's Neck, Touisset, and Ocean 
Grove. Li m i t e d r e s i d e n t i a l growth also occurred a t Swansea V i l l a g e 
and the area immediately east. Increased suburbanization and 
s u b d i v i s i o n d u r i n g the e a r l y 1900s i s evidenced by the number of new 
schools b u i l t i n the 1920s and 1930s. Five new p u b l i c school 
b u i l d i n g s and two new p a r o c h i a l b u i l d i n g s were constructed by 1936. 

Swansea V i l l a g e emerged as the town's c i v i c core, and i n d u s t r y there 
declined. The s i t e of the former paper m i l l on Wood Avenue (now 
known as Ledge Road) was not used f o r many years u n t i l the l a t e 
1800s when a new m i l l (MHC #D-72) housed several s h o r t - l i v e d 
business ventures, i n c l u d i n g a bakery, a bleachery, and i n the e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h century the Swansea P r i n t Works. I n 1891, v i l l a g e 
r e s i d e n t Frank S. Stevens financed the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the present 
Town H a l l (MHC #D-67). A f t e r h i s death i n 1898, money became 
a v a i l a b l e f o r the Public L i b r a r y b u i l d i n g (MHC #D-66) and C h r i s t 
Church (MHC #D-68). I n the e a r l y 1900s, h i s widow, E l i z a b e t h Case 
Stevens, donated the Frank S. Stevens School (1908, MHC #D-45) and 
the Joseph Case High School (1927, MHC #D-46). Other es t a t e funds 
were used t o e s t a b l i s h the Frank S. Stevens Home f o r Boys at the 
f a m i l y mansion a f t e r Mrs. Stevens' death. 

(continued) 
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B a m e y v i l l e became the s i t e of a j e w e l r y manufacturing company, 
which was e s t a b l i s h e d i n the o l d shipyard l o t and l a t e r moved t o Old 
Providence Road. Daniel R. C h i l d (1827-1914), a former ship's 
carpenter, manufactured buttons and sleeve l i n k s . D. R. C h i l d & Co. 
was l a t e r known as the North Swansea Manufacturing Co. Workers 
commuted t o the f a c t o r y on the s t r e e t r a i l w a y u n t i l a f t e r World War 
I , when the r a i l r o a d was discontinued and the f a c t o r y closed down. 
This was the end of new development and growth i n B a m e y v i l l e , which 
then became s t r i c t l y a r e s i d e n t i a l community. 

H o r t o n v i l l e . also known as Swansea Factory, continued t o develop as 
a separate v i l l a g e despite the 1836 burning of the c o t t o n 
manufactory. I t s distance from Swansea V i l l a g e and the r a i l w a y s was 
a determining f a c t o r f o r the continued s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g growth of 
t h i s small v i l l a g e i n the northern s e c t i o n of Swansea. A 
schoolhouse, a post o f f i c e ( e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1885), a church f o r the 
U n i v e r s a l i s t Society of Swansea and Rehoboth, and several stores 
were c l u s t e r e d a t the eastern end of Locust S t r e e t near the g r i s t 
and saw m i l l s on H o r t o n v i l l e Road. With the c l o s i n g of these m i l l s 
and the c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of town services by the e a r l y 20th century, 
H o r t o n v i l l e r e v e r t e d t o a r e s i d e n t i a l and a g r i c u l t u r a l community. 

Luther's Corner/Swansea Center was a f o c a l p o i n t due t o i t s l o c a t i o n 
on the s t r e e t r a i l w a y and p r o x i m i t y t o the t r a i n r oute and r e s o r t 
development. The area continued t o grow, and by 1889 a separate 
post o f f i c e was e s t a b l i s h e d a t Luther's Corner. The f i r s t Roman 
Catholic p a r i s h i n Swansea, Saint Dominic's Church, was es t a b l i s h e d 
and located near Swansea Center i n 1911. By t h a t time the number of 
foreign-born i n Swansea had increased and the new p a r i s h m i n i s t e r e d 
t o a number of French Canadians. Swansea's c i v i c focus had s h i f t e d 
t o Swansea V i l l a g e by the e a r l y 20th century and commercial 
e n t e r p r i s e s l i n e d Route 6 t o the n o r t h . Most of the commercial 
b u i l d i n g s a t Luther's Corner were converted t o r e s i d e n t i a l use by 
ca. 1920. 

Major growth i n Swansea du r i n g t h i s p e r i o d of development was i n 
South Swansea. During the l a t t e r p a r t of the nineteenth century, 
the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y continued t o t h r i v e as f i s h f e r t i l i z e r s became 
an important byproduct of the menhaden o i l i n d u s t r y a t the W. J. 
Brightman & Co. on Cole's River a t Touisset. At the t u r n of the 
century, r e a l e s t a t e development escalated. The Colony at 
Gardener's Neck (MHC #F147-152) was developed by David Anthony of 
F a l l River between 1896 and 1902. At the same time a p i c n i c grove. 
Shady I s l e Park (1902, MHC #E-130), was e s t a b l i s h e d at Ocean Grove 
and the Wilbur Land Company created a s u b d i v i s i o n . To accommodate 
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the r i s i n g p o p u l a t i o n , the South Swansea Union Church, Gardner's 
Neck Road (1916. MHC #F-138) was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1916. 

Recent Development (post 1939) j 

Population has increased r a p i d l y since World War I I , jumping from 
2,300 i n 1922 t o 11,767 (1966) and most r e c e n t l y 14,757 (1985). 
Most of the r e s i d e n t i a l growth u n t i l the 1950s was concentrated on 
Gardner's Neck and Touisset. I n the 194 0s, many summer homes were 
w i n t e r i z e d . Construction i n the 1960s of the New England Power 
Company across Lee's River on Brayton Point i n Somerset presented an 
a e s t h e t i c and environmental b l i g h t t o South Swansea. Real estate 
values f e l l and the Lee's River became p o l l u t e d . The only 
s i g n i f i c a n t modern r e s i d e n t i a l development has been Smoke Rise, a 
government housing p r o j e c t of the 1960s. Also i n the 1960s, 
I n t e r s t a t e 195 was cut through Swansea, crossing south of Route 6 • .* 
and northeast of Luther's Corner. 

Swansea V i l l a g e has remained the town's c i v i c center, and commercial 
p r o p e r t i e s t h e r e have been converted t o r e s i d e n t i a l use. The only 
extant i n d u s t r i a l p r o p e r t y i s the Swan F i n i s h i n g Company a t the end 
of Ledge Road, now a commercial storage f a c i l i t y . The commercial 
a c t i v i t y of Swansea i s now concentrated along Route 6. I n the l a t e 
1970s, the Swansea Mall became the f i r s t m all i n the area. Despite 
the development pressures and the ever-increasing commercialization 
of Route 6, t h e r e are l a r g e expanses of i n t a c t r u r a l landscapes 
remaining i n Swansea. The most prominent example i s the 300+ acre 
Baker's Farm on Locust S t r e e t i n H o r t o n v i l l e , where a slaughterhouse 
c u r r e n t l y operates. B a m e y v i l l e and H o r t o n v i l l e have become 
p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 

ARCHITECTURE 

The i n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t i e s and d i s t r i c t s included i n the proposed 
M u l t i p l e Resource area nomination represent the f u l l range of 
Swansea's extant 18th, 19th, and e a r l y 20th-century a r c h i t e c t u r e . 
The f o l l o w i n g d iscussion i s organized by b u i l d i n g type. 

Residential Buildings 

The f i v e v i l l a g e centers a t B a m e y v i l l e , H o r t o n v i l l e , Luther's 
Corner, Swansea V i l l a g e , and South Swansea have evolved over the 
course of the f o u r major periods of development. Examples of each 
per i o d s u r v i v e i n n e a r l y a l l of the v i l l a g e s . 

(continued) 
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The p r o d o m i n a n t e b u i l d i n g t y p e i s t h e s i n g l e - f a m i l y , wood f r a m e . 
gabled d w e l l i n g , sheathed i n clapboards or s h i n g l e s . Georgian and 
F e d e r a l - s t y l e d w e l l i n g s are 1 1/2-story cottages or 2 1/2-story 
houses. Most are near H o r t o n v i l l e , B a m e y v i l l e , or Swansea. 
Construction i n the Greek Revival and I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e s , g e n e r a l l y 1 
1/2-story, gable-end or p i t c h e d r o o f d w e l l i n g s , i s seen less 
f r e q u e n t l y than the Georgian and F e d e r a l - s t y l e b u i l d i n g s . I n the 
l a t e 19th and e a r l y 2 0th c e n t u r i e s , t h e r e was a surge i n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of Queen Anne, Shingle S t y l e , and C o l o n i a l Revival ..̂  
houses i n the town, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n South Swansea. Most of these 
are shingled and represent the summer r e s o r t and commuter l i f e of 
Swansea. Well-preserved examples of the 1 1/2-story bungalow 
bearing Craftsman or P r a i r i e - s t y l e i n f l u e n c e s also s u r v i v e . 

There are no s u r v i v i n g examples of dw e l l i n g s b u i l t i n the e a r l y 
settlement p e r i o d p r i o r t o 1700. I n p a r t t h i s i s due t o the 
d e s t r u c t i o n of the F i r s t Period g a r r i s o n houses duri n g the King 
P h i l i p ' s War i n 1675. One s i t e marker i n d i c a t e s the S i t e of the 
Myles Garrison House a t Old Providence Road (1912 marker, MHC #A-5). 
There i s a marker f o r the Bourne Garrison S i t e on Old Gardner's Neck 
Road, across from the North Gardner Cemetery (MHC #8 00); however, 
the exact l o c a t i o n of the s i t e i s i n question. Most c o n s t r u c t i o n 
t h a t occurred a f t e r King P h i l i p ' s War was l i k e l y s i m i l a r t o the 
remaining e a r l y C o l o n i a l capes and Georgian houses. 

The most common 18th-century house forms i n Swansea are the 1 
1/2-story cape and 2 1/2-story d o u b l e - p i l e house of wood frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . Most are sheathed i n clapboards, although some are 
shingle c l a d . V a r i a t i o n s i n the number of bays range from the 
three-bay h a l f house t o a four-bay t h r e e - q u a r t e r house t o the 
t r a d i t i o n a l f i v e - b a y , center entrance house. Most r o o f s are gabled 
although t h e r e are several gambrel r o o f s , which were more common t o 
southeast Massachusetts than other regions of the Commonwealth. 
There i s almost no e l a b o r a t i o n of a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l . The 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and p e r i o d i s Georgian, although a l l houses of 
t h i s p e r i o d are of a vernacular form and accentuate the l i m i t e d 
means and p r a c t i c a l way of l i f e of the time. 

There are a t l e a s t eleven 1 1/2-story cottages i n the Cape Cod 
t r a d i t i o n remaining from the 18th century, h a l f of which have 
gambrel r o o f s . Nearly a l l are f i v e bays. An exception i s the 
Joseph Gardner House, 1205 Gardner's Neck Road (ca. 1790, MHC 
#F-143), which s t a r t e d out as a four-bay cottage w i t h center chimney 
and gabled r o o f . I n 1877, i t was enlarged t o n e a r l y double i t s size 
i n 1877 w i t h the 17-foot extension, i n c l u d i n g a new entrance door 
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(MO 

United States Department of the Interior I 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Swansea Multiple Resource Area 
Swansea, MA 

Section number 7 page ^2 

and two window bays. The Daggett House. 22-24 B a m e y v i l l e Road 
(1771-1774, MHC #A-2), b e l i e v e d t o be the e a r l i e s t double-chimney' 
house i n Swansea, i s s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t due t o the six-bay, two-door 
facade of the double house. The e a r l i e s t s u r v i v i n g cape i s the 
five-bay Sisson House, 2 Seaview Avenue (ca. 1710, MHC #122) w i t h 
steeply p i t c h e d r o o f and l a t e r connecting e l l s . Examples of 
vernacular cottages w i t h gambrel r o o f s include the Luther House, 177 
Market S t r e e t (ca. 1740, MHC #8), a shingled f i v e - b a y , 
center-chimney d w e l l i n g , w i t h 12/12 sash, and the Samuel Gardner 
House. 1035 Gardner's Neck Road (ca. 1768, MHC #F-141), a 
clapboarded, f i v e - b a y , c e n t e r - e n t r y house w i t h added 19th-century 
dormers. 

Most of the 2 1/2-story vernacular Georgian houses i n Swansea are 
five-bay, w i t h one or two i n t e r i o r chimneys and clapboard 
sheathing. A l l have gabled r o o f s w i t h the exception of the John 
Brown IV House, 703 Pearse Road (ca. 1752, MHC #120), which has a 
gambrel-style wood shi n g l e r o o f . The clapboard house has 12/12 sash 
and d e n t i l s . The enclosed entrance p o r t i c o , dormers, second-story 
t r i p a r t i t e window, and the one-story p r o j e c t i n g box bay on the side 
are a l l 1932 a d d i t i o n s . S i t u a t e d near a st r e a m l i k e s e c t i o n of the 
Cole's River i n H o r t o n v i l l e i s the Benjamin M a r t i n House. 24 Locust 
S t r e e t (1757, MHC #C-36), a f i n e example of the Georgian farmstead 
w i t h f i v e bays, 6/6 sash, center chimney, and an enclosed p r o j e c t i n g 
entrance p o r t i c o . I n B a m e y v i l l e , the Barney House. 166 Old 
Providence Road (ca. 1750, MHC #A-3) i s another f i n e example of a 
five-bay, Georgian house w i t h 9/9 sash on the f i r s t f l o o r , corner 
quoins, and squared p i l a s t e r s f l a n k i n g the center entrance. While 
most of the town's Georgian d w e l l i n g s are five-bay, c e n t e r - e n t r y 
b u i l d i n g s , there are a few t h a t s t a r t e d as three-bay half-houses 
w i t h an end-bay entrance. Sometimes a d d i t i o n s have been made i n 
such a way t h a t the entrance bay i s not i n the center. The Slade 
House. 167 Elm S t r e e t (1755, MHC #D-92), appears t o have been a 
three-bay h a l f house w i t h the entrance a t the middle bay. Two bays 
were added, forming a five-bay house w i t h an o f f - c e n t e r e d entrance. 
Short's Tavern. 282 Market S t r e e t (ca. 1742, MHC #9), was also a 
three-bay d w e l l i n g t h a t was expanded t o fou r bays. The massing and 
scale of the t r a d i t i o n a l Georgian house i s r e t a i n e d . 

The five-bay, 1 1/2-story Cape Cod cottage and the 2 1/2-story  
Georgian/Federal house continued t o be the two most common b u i l d i n g  
forms i n Swansea u n t i l w e l l i n t o the mid-19th century. By the e a r l y  
1800s, Greek Revival d e t a i l s were beginning t o appear on these  
b u i l d i n g forms. Swansea V i l l a g e , B a m e y v i l l e , and H o r t o n v i l l e have  
several examples of F e d e r a l - s t y l e houses i n c l u d i n g the James Mason 
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House. 15 Main S t r e e t ca. (1795, MHC #D-63), which i s a 2 1/2-story 
Federal house w i t h t w i n i n t e r i o r chimneys and 6/6 and 9/9 sash, and 
a pedimented door surround flanked by f u l l - l e n g t h s i d e l i g h t s . I n 
H o r t o n v i l l e , the Marvel House. 5 Locust S t r e e t (ca. 1810, MHC 
#C-37), i s a five-bay Federal house w i t h a two-story side e l l . 
B a m e y v i l l e ' s most prominent house, the Mason Barney House. 1 
B a m e y v i l l e Road (1802-12, MHC #A-1), i s an example of an e a r l y 
19th-century Federal house t h a t was updated i n the l a t e 19th century 
w i t h C o l o n i a l Revival d e t a i l s . Nevertheless, i t maintains i t s 
Federal massing and prominent l o c a t i o n at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of 
B a m e y v i l l e and Old Providence Roads. 

Vernacular capes w i t h Greek or Gothic Revival d e t a i l s s u r v i v e at 
some v i l l a g e s , although Swansea lacks h i g h - s t y l e examples of e i t h e r 
s t y l e . I n H o r t o n v i l l e are two capes on Locust S t r e e t , each of 1 1/2 
s t o r i e s , f i v e bays, w i t h Greek Revival s i d e l i g h t s f l a n k i n g the 
c e n t r a l entrance doors. They are the Mason Farmstead. 831 Locust 
S t r e e t (1822, MHC #C-24), and the Daniel Hale House. 416 Locust 
Str e e t (ca. 1845, MHC #C-25). Later v a r i a t i o n s t o the vernacular 
cottage form t h a t are found i n Swansea V i l l a g e are the Gothic 
Revival center-gable house w i t h roundheaded gable window and Greek 
Revival door surround and s i d e l i g h t s , as a r t i c u l a t e d i n the two 
dwellings a t 64 and 72 Main S t r e e t (ca. 1850, MHC #D-57; ca. 1870, 
MHC #D-56). 

By the 1830s and 1840s, the gable-end, s i d e - h a l l - p l a n , 1 1/2-story 
Greek Revival cottage was appearing i n Swansea. Again, most of the 
remaining examples are i n or near the v i l l a g e s . On Main S t r e e t i n 
Swansea V i l l a g e are th r e e bracketed I t a l i a n a t e versions of the 
form. The Stevens Cottages. 86. 92. and 96 Main S t r e e t (ca. 1860, 
MHC #D-54, D-53, D-51). 

The most elaborate r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g i n Swansea i s the I t a l i a n a t e 
Stevens Mansion. 24 Main S t r e e t (1855, MHC #D-61) i n Swansea 
V i l l a g e . B u i l t by J u l i a Chace B i r c h and James B i r c h , the house soon 
became the Stevens Mansion f o l l o w i n g the death of Bi r c h and the 
marriage of Mrs. B i r c h t o Frank Stevens. The mansion i s an 
important example of the s t y l e w i t h a hipped r o o f , r a k i n g cornice 
w i t h d e corative brackets, p a i r e d roundheaded windows a t the 
t h i r d - s t o r y l e v e l , and wrap around porch. The mansion and adjacent 
o u t b u i l d i n g s are i n e x c e l l e n t r e p a i r and r e t a i n t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y . 

From 1865 t o the e a r l y 1900s, th e r e was a f a i r amount of r e s i d e n t i a l 
development i n Swansea ch a r a c t e r i z e d by new b u i l d i n g forms and 
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a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e s . R e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n i n H o r t o n v i l l e was 
l i m i t e d t o simple 1 1/2-story, five-bay cottages w i t h I t a l i a n a t e 
d e t a i l i n doorhoods, wrap porches w i t h brackets, and cornice 
brackets. The W i l l i a m J. Hale House. 410 Locust S t r e e t (ca. 1894, 
MHC #C-26), the Dexter Nichols House. 67 Locust S t r e e t (ca. 1870, 
MHC #C-32), and 39 Locust S t r e e t (ca. 1890, MHC #C-34) are a l l 
examples of t h i s type of d w e l l i n g . 

I n Swansea V i l l a g e where there was a good deal of c i v i c b u i l d i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , the C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e was used 
t o develop p r o p e r t i e s i n keeping w i t h the surroundings. However, 
p r i o r t o t h i s l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th-century c o n s t r u c t i o n , the 
basic five-bay cottage form was s t i l l used w i t h v a r y i n g degrees of 
e l a b o r a t i o n . There are few dwelli n g s w i t h mansard r o o f s i n Swansea, 
among them a cottage, the Thomas Chace House. 52 Main S t r e e t (ca. 
1870, MHC #D-59). 

The 2 1/2-story b u i l d i n g form continued t o be used, as i s 
demonstrated i n the C o l o n i a l Revival conversion of Case H a l l i n t o 
the Hawkins House. 757 Stevens Road (ca. 1870/1905, MHC #D-71). 
Once a barn and meeting h a l l , the new house has f i v e bays of 6/6 
sash, a p r o j e c t i n g c u r v i l i n e a r p o r t i c o w i t h second-story balustrade 
and t r i p a r t i t e , second-story window, and templar side gables w i t h 
P a l l a d i a n - s t y l e windows i n the gable ends The C o l o n i a l 
R e v i v a l - s t y l e suburban d w e l l i n g w i t h gambrel roo f o r i e n t e d t o the 
s t r e e t i s represented by 147. 155. and 157 Elm S t r e e t (ca. 1910, MHC 
#D-89). These shingled d w e l l i n g s have the s i d e - h a l l plan of the mid 
19th century gable-end cottages. Later examples of the s t y l e 
include the side-gambrel Dutch C o l o n i a l w i t h f u l l - w i d t h shed dormer, 
seen a t 127 Elm S t r e e t (ca. 1920, MHC #D-88). 

Also represented, i n Swansea V i l l a g e e s p e c i a l l y , i s the bungalow 
house type. At 90 Elm S t r e e t (ca. 1915, MHC #D-82) i s one of the 
town's few examples of a simple Craftsman-style shingled bungalow 
w i t h gabled r o o f , exposed r a f t e r ends, i n t e g r a l porch, and sho r t 
columns. More unusual versions of the b u i l d i n g type include a 
concrete block bungalow w i t h c l i p p e d gable ro o f a t 108 Ledge Road 
(1908, MHC #D-74), and a f i e l d s t o n e bungalow w i t h hipped t i l e r o o f 
at 3 6 Riverview Avenue (1913, MHC #F-137). 

The larg e p a r t of new c o n s t r u c t i o n as w e l l as the d i v e r s i t y of 
s t y l e s i s best represented by the summer houses b u i l t i n South 
Swansea a t the end of the 19th century. One of the f i r s t summer 
houses b u i l t on Gardner's Neck i s the David M. Anthony House, 98 Bay 
Point (1895, MHC #F-149). Constructed i n the Queen Anne s t y l e , the 
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house i s s h i n g l e - c l a d , has a hipped r o o f , cross-gables, a wrap 
porch, and corner tower. One of the most popular seaside s t y l e s of 
the l a t e 19th and e a r l y 20th c e n t u r i e s i s the Shingle S t y l e , which 
i s best represented by the d w e l l i n g s on Gardener's Neck known as the 
Colony. Designed by F a l l River a r c h i t e c t Edward Ma r v e l l are 15 and 
28 M a t t a p o i s e t t Avenue (1898, MHC #F-147; 1896, MHC #F-148), both of 
which have gambrel r o o f s and l i t t l e e l a b o r a t i o n other than shed 
dormers and p l a i n wraparound porches. 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the bungalow, other suburban house forms constructed 
i n Swansea include the l a r g e , four-square C o l o n i a l Revival house, 
such as the Francis L. Gardner House. 1129 Gardner's Neck Road 
(1903, MHC #F-142). This s h i n g l e - c l a d , 2 1/2-story, hipped-roof 
d w e l l i n g has a f u l l - w i d t h porch and second-story balcony w i t h 
urn-shaped f i n i a l s on the corner b a l u s t e r s . The house was also 
designed by l o c a l F a l l River a r c h i t e c t Edward I . M a r v e l l . 

There are very few a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d houses i n Swansea; most are 
located i n South Swansea, p a r t i c u l a r l y the r e s o r t and suburban area 
of Gardner's Neck. One of note i s the Harold Horton Anthony House. 
132 Bay Point Road (1922, MHC #F-150). Designed by R. C l i p s t o n 
S t u r g i s of Boston, the Georgian Revival house i s unusual f o r i t s use 
of b r i c k i n a s h o r e l i n e summer house. D e t a i l s i nclude the two-story 
p r o j e c t i n g p o r t i c o w i t h Doric columns, the gabled w a l l dormers 
f l a n k i n g the main entrance, and the enclosed columned porch on the 
rear e l e v a t i o n between angled side wings. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l Buildings 

Although there are no remaining 18th-century churches or meeting 
houses i n Swansea, th e r e are records t h a t describe the b u i l d i n g s 
t h a t preceded c e r t a i n 19th-century e d i f i c e s . There was a 1717 
s t r u c t u r e f o r the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church and Society, sa i d t o be 40 
f e e t long and 3 3 f e e t wide, unplastered and open t o the r o o f u n t i l 
1802. This congregation was the f i r s t B a p t i s t Church i n 
Massachusetts and the f o u r t h i n America. The f i r s t b u i l d i n g on the 
s i t e of Church of C h r i s t , Swansea (now the F i r s t C h r i s t i a n 
Congregational Church), was b u i l t i n 172 0 and had two p l a t f o r m s of 
b r i c k f o r charcoal f i r e s , an unusual f e a t u r e f o r churches. 

Several i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s were constructed from 1790 t o 1865. 
I n 1807 twelve school d i s t r i c t s were e s t a b l i s h e d , and f o r each there 
was a one-story, gable-end s t r u c t u r e w i t h t h r e e bays i n the gable 
end. None s u r v i v e . The only schoolhouse t o s u r v i v e since the mid 
1800s i s the H o r t o n v i l l e School. 77 Locust S t r e e t , (ca. 1830, MHC 
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#C-31). With two entrances i n the gable end, the small one-story 
clapboard b u i l d i n g w i t h ornamental doorhoods i s the only example of 
a pre-20th century school i n Swansea. Other b u i l d i n g s from the same 
peri o d t h a t are no longer extant include the 1838 L i b e r t y Hall/Union 
Chapel of the F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Society i n H o r t o n v i l l e , the Union 
Meeting House, which was loc a t e d on the s i t e of the Town H a l l , and 
the 1847 board and b a t t e n , Gothic Revival b u i l d i n g f o r the C h r i s t 
Episcopal Church a t Swansea V i l l a g e . 

Two Greek Revival churches s u r v i v e i n Swansea. The Church of 
Ch r i s t . Swansea (now F i r s t C h r i s t i a n Congregational Church). G.A.R. 
Highway (1833, MHC #10) i s a white, clapboard, templar gable-end 
b u i l d i n g w i t h three bays, two s t o r i e s , a center entrance, and a f i n e 
three-staged square and octagonal steeple and b e l f r y . The F i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church, B a p t i s t S t r e e t (1848, MHC #7) also has a templar 
gable end and three-bay facade. There i s only one s t o r y , and the 
truncated tower i s squared and simple, u n l i k e the attenuated design 
of the tower on the e a r l i e r church. 

During major suburban growth i n Swansea from the l a t e 19th century 
through the 1930s, a number of c i v i c and r e l i g i o u s b u i l d i n g s were 
constructed. Swansea V i l l a g e emerged as the c i v i c core of Swansea, 
mostly due t o the f i n a n c i a l assistance of well-known l o c a l 
benefactor Frank Stevens (continued a f t e r h i s death by Mrs. 
Stevens). Three stone b u i l d i n g s were constructed, a l l designed by 
Boston a r c h i t e c t s . The f i r s t was the Town H a l l , Main S t r e e t (1891, 
MHC# D-67), a Romanesque Revival b u i l d i n g designed by J. M e r r i l l 
Brown and constructed of f i e l d s t o n e w i t h Longmeadow brownstone 
t r i m . Stevens bequeathed a p o r t i o n of h i s estate t o fund b u i l d i n g s 
f o r the Swansea Public L i b r a r y and the C h r i s t Church. B u i l d i n g s 
were designed by Boston a r c h i t e c t Henry Vaughan. The Frank Stevens 
L i b r a r y , Main S t r e e t (1900, MHC #D-66), i s a mu l t i - g a b l e d 
Elizabethan Revival b u i l d i n g of g r a n i t e and Potsdam sandstone. 
C h r i s t Church, Main S t r e e t (1900, MHC #D-68), i s also constructed of 
g r a n i t e i n the l a t e Gothic Revival s t y l e . Mrs. Stevens also funded 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the two schools i n the v i l l a g e . Frank Stevens 
School (1908, MHC #D-45) was designed i n the Georgian Revival s t y l e 
by Henry Vaughan. The 1 1/2-story h e i g h t , r e c t a n g u l a r massing w i t h 
p o r t i c o and b r i c k wings, and octagonal cupola are elements t h a t 
reappear i n l a t e r Swansea Schools. A major b u i l d i n g i s the town's 
f i r s t high school (1927, MHC #D-46). Designed by James R i t c h i e , 
t h i s prominent 2 1/2-story Georgian Revival b r i c k b u i l d i n g i s the 
l a r g e s t h i s t o r i c school i n Swansea. 

A Shingle s t y l e club b u i l d i n g was b u i l t as the Dorothy Brown Rebekah 
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Lodge, 98 Ledge Road (1899, MHC #D-75). The shingled b u i l d i n g has 
an open three-bay, double-pedimented porch p r o j e c t i n g from the gable 
end. Another Shingle S t y l e s t r u c t u r e i s the Gardner's Neck South 
Swansea Union Church, Gardner's Neck Road (1916, MHC #F-138). There 
are V i c t o r i a n Gothic elements i n the point e d arched windows and the 
complex plan. 

Most 20th-century i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s i n Swansea are constructed 
of b r i c k and in c o r p o r a t e elements of C o l o n i a l Revival or Georgian 
Revival design. I n a d d i t i o n t o schools a t Swansea V i l l a g e , most 
notable are three elementary schools-Gardner (1924), Joseph Luther 
(1930), and Mason Barney (1936). St. Michael the Archangel Catholic 
Church (1922) on Ocean Grove Avenue d i s p l a y s a Moderne i n f l u e n c e i n 
i t s s t y l i z e d steeple. 

Commercial and I n d u s t r i a l Properties 

Few b u i l d i n g s o r i g i n a l l y constructed f o r commercial use are extant, 
and none continue t o serve t h e i r o r i g i n a l i n t e n t . A l l r e f l e c t the 
domestic scale and s t y l e s of a r c h i t e c t u r e . The Luther Store, Old 
Warren Road (1815-1818, MHC #B-17), i s unusual i n Swansea f o r i t s 
saltbox design. The s t o r e , the e a r l i e s t known example of b r i c k 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Swansea, was l i s t e d on the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places i n 1978. B u i l t and operated as a ta v e r n from 1812 
t o 1857 was the James Luther Tavern, 159 Old Warren Road (ca. 1812, 
MHC #B-19). The five - b a y , c e n t e r - e n t r y b u i l d i n g i s s i m i l a r t o 
r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g s of the same pe r i o d w i t h i t s overhanging gable 
ends. . 

Only one i n d u s t r i a l p r o p e r t y survived the expansion and changes of 
Swansea. Although the e a r l y m i l l s t r u c t u r e s are not ext a n t , a p a r t 
of the l a t e 19th-century i n d u s t r i a l complex t h a t i s now Swan 
F i n i s h i n g Co., Ledge Road (ca. 1889, MHC #D-72) remains. Many small 
businesses preceded the present one on t h i s Lewin Brook s i t e ; and 
several m i l l b u i l d i n g s , no longer e x t a n t , preceded the present b r i c k 
and wood s t r u c t u r e s . The two-story warehouse s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
low-pitched r o o f and tower resembles those of e a r l y 20th-century 
m i l l complexes. 

Cemeteries 

Swansea contains over 40 p u b l i c and p r i v a t e cemeteries and f a m i l y 
b u r i a l grounds. F o u r — t h e Hale Family Ground (1784) at H o r t o n v i l l e , 
and the Eddy Family Ground (1696), C h r i s t Church Cemetery (1847), 
and the Old B u r i a l Ground (ca. 1737) a t Swansea V i l l a g e — a r e 
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included i n the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t s a t t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e v i l l a g e s due 
t o t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h important e a r l y f a m i l i e s or events i n the 
development of those v i l l a g e s and t h e r e f o r e meets exception D of the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. Each i s marked by a stone 
w a l l , and the C h r i s t Church Cemetery has a stone entrance gate w i t h 
Gothic R e v i v a l - s t y l e p o i n t e d arches. 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

The p o t e n t i a l f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l resources i s an important f a c t o r i n 
the f u t u r e planning of Swansea. Due t o the known p r e - h i s t o r i c 
settlements, the p r o x i m i t y t o important waterways used by the n a t i v e 
p o p u l a t i o n , and the l a c k of major development p r o j e c t s i n the area, 
there are s i g n i f i c a n t resources t h a t have yet t o be stu d i e d . There 
have been i n c o n c l u s i v e surveys done since the 1939 founding of the 
Massachusetts Archaeological Society. Woodland Period s i t e s have 
been noted i n South Swansea along the r i v e r o u t l e t s t o Mt. Hope 
Bay. There are known I n d i a n b u r i a l grounds a t Gardner's Neck. 
There are ten documented s i t e s i n the South Swansea region and s i x 
a d d i t i o n a l s i t e s have been c l a s s i f i e d i n the northern s e c t i o n of 
town. Based on r e g i o n a l s t u d i e s , the Taunton River basin has a high 
archaeological s i t e d e n s i t y p o t e n t i a l . 

METHODOLOGY 

The Swansea M u l t i p l e Resource Area nomination i s based on a 
comprehensive communitywide survey, which was administered by the 
Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission and c a r r i e d out by p r e s e r v a t i o n 
consultant Katherine Flynn. The p r o j e c t was financed by a matching 
Survey and Planning Grant from the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission. The survey was conducted on a townwide basis w i t h 
concentration i n the f i v e i d e n t i f i e d v i l l a g e s : B a m e y v i l l e , 
H o r t o n v i l l e , Luther's Corner, Swansea V i l l a g e , and South Swansea. 

The survey methodology followed the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission g u i d e l i n e s and f i v e types of survey forms were used: Form 
A f o r each v i l l a g e , o u t l i n i n g an overview p a t t e r n of development f o r 
the area; and i n d i v i d u a l p r operty forms i n c l u d i n g Form B f o r 
b u i l d i n g s . Form C f o r s i t e markers (as monuments), Form E f o r b u r i a l 
grounds, and Form H f o r landscape features or parks. The Area forms 
help t o i d e n t i f y each c l u s t e r of development. I n d i v i d u a l p r o p e r t i e s 
w i t h i n the areas are documented on the appropriate type of 
i n d i v i d u a l form. 
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Katherine Flynn was r e t a i n e d t o prepare t h i s M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
nomination. A l l surveyed p r o p e r t i e s and areas were studied and 
evaluated according t o the National Register c r i t e r i a . A d d i t i o n a l 
s i t e v i s i t s were made t o each p o t e n t i a l p r o p e r t y t o determine 
appropriate boundaries and t o a f f i r m the i n t e g r i t y . D i s t r i c t s 
r e f l e c t i n g h i s t o r i c and a r c h i t e c t u r a l development described i n the 
survey were i d e n t i f i e d f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
nomination. Of primary c o n s i d e r a t i o n was the a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
i n t e g r i t y of a p r o p e r t y and i t s a b i l i t y t o c o n t r i b u t e t o an 
understanding of the l o c a l development through i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e . Of 
primary c o n s i d e r a t i o n was the a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r g r i t y of a property 
and i t s a b i l i t y t o c o n t r i b u t e t o an understanding of the l o c a l 
development through i t s a r c h i t e c t u r e . 

For the purposes of the National Register nomination, periods of 
development were e s t a b l i s h e d t o r e c a l l p i v o t a l p o i n t s i n Swanwea's 
h i s t o r y : Early European Settelment (1664-ca.1700), Growth i n Old 
Swansea (ca.1700-1790), The Five V i l l a g e s Evolve (1790-1865), and 
The Emerging R e s i d e n t i a l Suburb (1865-1939). E a r l y documented 
settlement of Swansea occurred on Gardner's Neck and i n the 
B a m e y v i l l e v i c i n i t y i n 1664. Old Swansea grew and i t s o r i g i n a l 
boundaries were r e f i n e d i n the p e r i o d between the aftermath of King 
P h i l i p ' s War and 1790, the year Somerset was set o f f as a separate 
town. The mid 19th-century date of 1865 marks the i n t r o d u c t i o n of 
r a i l r o a d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n Swansea, which generated summer home and 
l a t e r suburban development. 

(end) 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria H A • B 2 ] c • D -. 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) P H A I I B I I c P H o I I E I | F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture 1664 - 1790 
Agr icu l ture 1790 - 1865 
Religion 1865 - 1939 
Exploration / Settlement 
Community Development Cultural Affiliation St 

Education * • N/A 
Industry 

Significant Person M/A Architect/Builder 
Vaughn. Henry; Beattte. William 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

INTRODUCTION .„ .. . . 

The Swansea Multiple Resource Area includes 24 individual properties and five 
d i s t r i c t s for a to t a l of 184 resources proposed for the National Register. As 
a group, the nominated properties chart the growth of Swansea from a dispersed 
colonial settlement dependent on farming and fishing to a flourishing suburban 
and resort community i n the early 20th century. Some resources are also 
associated with the town's limited 19th-century industrial a c t i v i t y , including 
shipbuilding and cotton cloth and jewelry manufacturing. Five villages of 
varying architectural cohesiveness emerged as foci during the town's 
development: Swansea Village, Hortonville, Barnejrville, Luther's Comer, and 
South Swansea. In addition, scattered development that characterized the 
routes between and beyond the villages survives today. A majority of the 
town's extant historic buildings are residences, many of them vernacular 
interpretations of period high styles. The nomination also includes 
architecturally significant i n s t i t u t i o n a l and religious buildings, most of 
them concentrated at the town's civic core at Swansea Village. As a whole, 
the Swansea Multiple Resource Area retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association, and meets Criteria A and C 
and Exceptions A and D of the National Register on the Local level. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS 

Early European Settlement (1664-ca. 1700) 

Early settlement of Old Swansea focused on Mattapoisett, located between the 
Lee's and Cole's Rivers at present South Swansea, and New Meadow Neck, located 
in the Bameyville v i c i n i t y between the Palmer (also known as Warren) River 
and Barrington River. William Brenton of Newport purchased Mattapoisett, now 
Gardner's Neck, from King Philip in 1664. Evacuated in 1675 during King 
Philip's War, Mattapoisett reverted to wilderness for almost twenty years. In 

. ? . . . . . • . ' ^ 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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Verbal Boundary Description . • s_. j • ^ J : 4-1 4-^.,„ 
The boundary of the Swansea, MA Multiple Resource Area is the boundaries of the town with 
Mt. Hope Bay on the south, Somerset, MA on the east, Dighton, Rehoboth and Seekonk, MA 
on the north and Warren and Barrington, R. I. on the west. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification i i - -4. 
The boundary justification for the Swansea, MA Multiple Resource Area is the legal limits 
of the town as justified in their statutes since the historic resources are reflective 
of the whole town. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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organization M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s r o r i r a l Cnmmiss inn date Ma rch , 19.18 
street & number 80 R n y l s t n n S t r e e t 
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. telephone  

. state M 
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Edward I . Marvell F a l l River, MA 
R. Clipston Sturgis, Boston, MA 
J. Memill Brown, Boston, MA 
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1693 Brenton's sons s o l d the land t o Samuel Gardner and Ralph 
Chapman of Newport. The Gardner f a m i l y was p r i m a r i l y responsible 
f o r settlement and farming of the Neck w e l l i n t o the 18th century. 
Also i n 1664, a group of B a p t i s t s l e d by the Rev. John Myles and 
Capt. Thomas W i l l e t s e t t l e d the area s t r a d d l i n g the present Swansea 
and Barrington (Rhode Is l a n d ) boundary, a f t e r being forced t o leave 
Rehoboth due t o r e l i g i o u s persecution. A r r i v i n g a t New Meadow Neck, 
Myles oversaw c o n s t r u c t i o n of both a B a p t i s t meetinghouse i n present 
Barrington and h i s own garrisoned house a t B a m e y v i l l e . I n 1667 the 
two settlements were j o i n e d under a s i n g l e land grant from the Court 
of J u r i s d i c t i o n of New Plymouth t o Myles, W i l l e t , and t h e i r 
neighbors. This grant f o r the town of Swansea covered the e n t i r e 
area south of Rehoboth and Taunton, between the Taunton River t o the 
east and the Providence River t o the west. 

Consisting of f i v e main peninsulas or necks separated by s i x r i v e r s 
emptying i n t o Narragansett Bay—Taunton, Lee's, Cole's, Palmer, 
Barri n g t o n , and Providence (east t o w e s t ) — O l d Swansea was 
w e l l - s u i t e d t o a f i s h i n g economy, which complemented the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y away from the s h o r e l i n e . P r o x i m i t y t o these 
major water resources a t t r a c t e d the s e t t l e r s and o f f e r e d them a 
v i a b l e environment. 

The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the d i s p o s i t i o n of land t o the e a r l y s e t t l e r s 
was given t o Captain W i l l e t and f i v e others as p a r t of the 
f o r m a l i z a t i o n of the town government. Records of Town Meeting from 
1670 i n d i c a t e a three-rank plan, i n which each newcomer t o Swansea 
would be assigned t o a rank and land would be apportioned according 
to one's rank; one acre t o persons of the f i r s t rank, two acres t o 
second-rank persons, and three acres t o those of the t h i r d rank. 
Religious t o l e r a n c e and a s t r u c t u r e d educational system were p a r t of 
the i n i t i a l s ettlement. I n 1673, p r o v i s i o n was made f o r a school 
and schoolmaster's s a l a r y . The establishment of schools was 
i n d i c a t e d i n the e a r l y p a r t i t i o n of lands, i n which a l o t was 
reserved f o r a pastor, a teacher, and a schoolmaster. I n 1673, the 
Rev. John Myles, who was the l o c a l pastor, became the f i r s t 
schoolmaster, thus l a y i n g the foundation f o r the Swansea p u b l i c 
schools. 

Growth in Old Swansea (ca. 1700-1790) 

With the advent of the new century came the development of permanent 
settlement. R e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n s were e s t a b l i s h e d and houses of 
worship were b u i l t . Schooling, which had only s t a r t e d before i t was 
i n t e r r u p t e d by the 1675 King P h i l i p ' s War, developed an ongoing 

(continued) 
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! 
program i n the e a r l y 1700s. Farmsteads, f a m i l y b u r i a l grounds, and 
other d w e l l i n g s , many s t i l l e x t a n t , were constructed. 

The B a p t i s t Meeting House, having been b u i l t i n what i s now ! 
Barrington, was moved t o North Swansea i n 1700 and r e b u i l t i n 1717, j 
This r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n , upon which Swansea was founded, was i 
f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d . I n 1701, a Friends Meeting was organized. And 
i n 1720, the Church of C h r i s t , Swansea, which had been es t a b l i s h e d 
i n 1693, b u i l t i t s f i r s t meetinghouse i n the northwest p a r t of town. 

The t o l e r a n c e and p r o l i f e r a t i o n of the e a r l y r e l i g i o u s denominations 
emphasized and perpetuated the o r i g i n a l premise on which Swansea was 
s e t t l e d . The importance of r e l i g i o u s t o l e r a n c e resounded from the 
Town Meeting of 1712, when the re s i d e n t s voted t o refuse t o pay the 
100-pound t a x f o r a P u r i t a n m i n i s t e r and voted, i n s t e a d , t o f r e e l y 
tax themselves 500 pounds and whatever else i t would cost them t o 
chose t h e i r own m i n i s t e r and t o defend t h a t stand i n c o u r t . The 
only r e s i d e n t s who disagreed were those i n the west p a r t of town, 
now Ba r r i n g t o n . This, no doubt, c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 1717 s e t t i n g - o f f 
of Barrington as a separate town. 

At the t u r n of the century, the p u b l i c schools also became f i r m l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d as a permanent and necessary i n s t i t u t i o n of Swansea. I n 
1702 the selectmen were requested t o procure a grammar schoolmaster, 
and a f t e r 1709 the r e was a permanent schoolmaster who received h i s 
stipend from the town. I n 1743 and i n 1755, there are accounts of 
discussions about e s t a b l i s h i n g a permanent school b u i l d i n g . 

Important e a r l y f a m i l i e s of Swansea were f o r the most p a r t 
descendants of o r i g i n a l land grantees or purchasers. The Martins, 
descending from John M a r t i n , road surveyor, who s e t t l e d i n Swansea 
i n 1665, developed a 100-acre farm and b u i l t one of the town's 
olde s t s u r v i v i n g houses, the M a r t i n House (1728). Martins were also 
present a t H o r t o n v i l l e , although the primary landholders there were 
the Hales and Eddys. John Hale (then s p e l l e d Haile) (1677-1718) 
moved t o the area i n 1709 and es t a b l i s h e d what was t o become one of 
the more extensive farmsteads i n Swansea. On the opposite side of 
Locust S t r e e t ( p a r t of an e a r l y C o l o n i a l road) was the Eddy farm, 
which l a t e r became known as the Baker Farm Complex (ca. 1750, 1835, 
MHC #s C-28, C-29, C-30). This i s an e x c e l l e n t example of an 
18th/19th century farmstead r e t a i n i n g much of i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l 
s e t t i n g . The farm r e f l e c t s the importance of a g r i c u l t u r e as a 
mainstay of Swansea's economic development throughout i t s h i s t o r y . 

Early f a m i l i e s a t what i s now known as Swansea V i l l a g e were the 

(continued) 
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Eddys and the H i l l s . Zachariah Eddy (1639-1718), the f a m i l y 
p a t r i a r c h , moved t o Swansea from Middleboro i n the l a t e 1600s. On 
h i s farm he set aside land f o r the f a m i l y b u r i a l ground (MHC 
#D-818), i n which the e a r l i e s t marker was placed i n 1687. Ebenezer 
Eddy (b. 1675) s o l d h i s farm t o Jonathan H i l l i n 1720. H i l l ' s 
Georgian homestead (ca. 1750, MHC #D-65) s t i l l stands on Main S t r e e t 
as a reminder of the e a r l y development t h e r e . At B a m e y v i l l e , 
Jonathan Barney, whose grandfather s e t t l e d i n Swansea i n 1690, b u i l t 
a f a m i l y homestead on the east bank of the Palmer River (ca. 1750, 
MHC #A-3). Beyond the v i l l a g e s , s c a t t e r e d 18th-century farmsteads 
were also located on the primary roads t o surrounding towns, namely 
Market S t r e e t and Old Warren Road ( t o Warren), Ho r t o n v i l l e / H o r n b i n e 
Road ( t o Rehoboth), and Sharps Lot Road ( t o Dighton). 

Although farming was paramount t o Swansea's economy, f i s h i n g also 
was important, and South Swansea was the focus f o r t h i s i n d u s t r y . 
Throughout the 1700s, descendants of the f i r s t Samuel Gardner f i s h e d 
and farmed on Gardner's Neck. Peleg Gardner (1719-1789), who i s 
best remembered f o r the many descendants from h i s s i x t e e n c h i l d r e n , 
turned s o l e l y t o f i s h i n g . A p i e r was b u i l t a t Cedar Cove on the 
Cole's River and the mainstay was menhaden, which i n l a t e r years was 
s a l t e d and shipped abroad. The f i r s t recorded Gardner homestead was 
b u i l t i n 1719; however, only l a t e r d w e l l i n g s , such as 1035 Gardner's 
Neck Road (ca. 1768, MHC #F-141), s u r v i v e as reminders of t h i s 
important South Swansea f a m i l y . On the opposite bank of the Cole's 
River, farmsteads d o t t e d two routes w i t h water access: Pearse Road 
at Touisset, and Cedar Avenue f u r t h e r i n l a n d t o the n o r t h . 

Swansea; The Five V i l l a g e s Evolve (1790-1865) 

At the onset of t h i s p e r i o d of development, Somerset was set o f f as 
a separate town i n 1790, thus determining Swansea's present 
geographic s i z e . At t h i s time, the town was p r i m a r i l y a c o l l e c t i o n 
of s c a t t e r e d farmsteads, w i t h no fewer than t h i r t y b u r i a l gounds as 
evidence of t h e i r dispersed character. There were already pockets 
of concentrated settlement a t Gardner's Neck where there was 
s u b s t a n t i a l f i s h i n g and farming a c t i v i t y , and a t B a m e y v i l l e , where 
Jonathan Barney s t a r t e d a shipyard i n the l a t e 1700s. During the 
next s i x t y years, the f i v e d i s t i n c t v i l l a g e s of Swansea evolved, 
each rep r e s e n t i n g v a r y i n g development p a t t e r n s . Each was 
geographically i s o l a t e d from the others and f o r t h i s reason became 
somewhat s e l f - r e l i a n t . 

B a m e y v i l l e ' s small boat b u i l d i n g business on the Palmer River was 
taken over i n 18 02 by Mason Barney, son of Jonathan Barney, who had 

(continued) 
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begun the yard. Under Mason Barney's r u l e , the shipyard became w e l l 
known around the world, c o n t i n u i n g operations u n t i l 1861. The yard 
produced gunboats, whalers, merchant ships, and barges. Ships were 
b u i l t of n a t i v e timbers w i t h p l a n k i n g from A t t l e b o r o and Seekonk. 
B a m e y v i l l e developed i n t o a small but f l o u r i s h i n g v i l l a g e w i t h i t s t 
own h o t e l , s t o r e , post o f f i c e , and several residences on B a m e y v i l l e 
Road and Old Providence Road. 

Luther's Corner evolved around main t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r o utes—Pearse 
Road and Maple Avenue from the Cole's River t o the i n t e r i o r , and Old 
Warren Road connecting Swansea t o Warren. Although L t . Hezekiah 
Luther (1676-1763) l i v e d i n Swansea from as e a r l y as 1704 (when he 
married Martha Gardner), i t was h i s descendants who developed 
Luther's Corner as the town's f i r s t commercial center. Dominating 
the i n t e r s e c t i o n are Luther's Tavern (ca. 1812, MHC #B-19), b u i l t by 
James Luther and operated as a tavern and stagecoach stop u n t i l 
1857, and the Luther Store (1815, MHC #B-17), owned and operated by 
John Brown Luther (1794-1823) and l a t e r by Joseph Gardner Luther 
(1789-1859). The Luther f a m i l y was also a c t i v e i n the development 
of surrounding houses t h a t comprised the l o o s e l y organized v i l l a g e , 
also known as Swansea Center. 

H o r t o n v i l l e on the winding upper s t r e t c h of the Cole's River was the 
l o c a t i o n of 18th- and 19th-century saw and g r i s t m i l l s (none 
e x t a n t ) . I n a d d i t i o n , the v i l l a g e supported one of the f i r s t l a r g e 
c o t t o n m i l l s i n Massachusetts, operating w i t h 200 t o 300 s p i n d l e s . 
The Swansea Cotton Manufacturing Co. was b u i l t i n 1806 by O l i v e r 
Chace on Factory Lane, now known as Maiden Lane a t the r i v e r edge. 
I t burned i n 1836 and was not r e b u i l t . During the 19th century, 
there were a t l e a s t seven m i l l s t o t a l a t H o r t o n v i l l e , and w i t h t h i s 
scale of i n d u s t r y there evolved a s e l f - r e l i a n t community s i m i l a r t o 
B a m e y v i l l e . Construction of a d i s t r i c t school (MHC #C-31) and the 
F i r s t U n i v e r s a l i s t Society's L i b e r t y H a l l a t H o r t o n v i l l e by the l a t e 
1830s a f f i r m e d the v i l l a g e ' s growth by mid-century. 

Swansea V i l l a g e , a t the head of the Lee's River and on Lewin Brook, 
had some small-scale i n d u s t r y and several s t o r e s . I s r a e l Brayton 
(1792-1866) b u i l t a house and s t o r e a t the corner of Elm and Main 
Streets and developed a s u b s t a n t i a l commercial business t r a d i n g 
l o c a l products f o r imported items. The theme of l i b e r a l r e l i g i o u s 
t o l e r a n c e persevered i n Swansea, and was manifested a t Swansea 
V i l l a g e w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Union Meeting H a l l (ca. 1830, 
s i t e of present Town H a l l ) , which was used by several d i f f e r e n t 
denominations, and C h r i s t Episcopal Church (1847, s i t e of present 
church). A paper m i l l began operating on Lewin Brook a t the f o o t of 

(continued) 
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the present Ledge Road ca. 184 0. Cottage i n d u s t r i e s also t h r i v e d i n 
the v i l l a g e , i n c l u d i n g straw hat making, shoemaking, and c l o t h 
weaving from yarns spun i n l o c a l c o t t o n manufactories. j 

One of the most i l l u s t r i o u s Swansea r e s i d e n t s of t h i s era was James j 
E. B i r c h , who made h i s f o r t u n e by founding the C a l i f o r n i a Stage 1 
Company on the West Coast i n 1854. He married J u l i a A. B. Chace of 
Swansea and b u i l t the most elaborate house i n Swansea V i l l a g e , the 
Birch-Stevens Mansion (1855, MHC #D-61), t o which he r e t i r e d i n 
1856. B i r c h then turned h i s a t t e n t i o n s t o the promotion of 
t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l coach m a i l . However, i n 1857 he was l o s t a t sea 
while r e t u r n i n g from a t r i p t o C a l i f o r n i a . His widow married h i s 
c l o s e s t f r i e n d and business p a r t n e r , Frank Shaw Stevens (1827-1898) 
i n 1858. The town of Swansea b e n e f i t e d from the Birch-Stevens 
wealth i n ensuing decades. 

As the other f o u r v i l l a g e s hosted a range of commercial, i n d u s t r i a l , 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . South Swansea—consisting of Gardner's 
Neck and T o u i s e t t — r e m a i n e d a farming and f i s h i n g community. 
Menhadens were the common catch and were used f o r menhaden o i l , 
which had become a s u b s t i t u t e f o r whale o i l a t the end of the War of 
1812, when whaling was i n t e r r u p t e d . The Gardners s t i l l owned most 
of the land and businesses on the Neck, and new farmhouses were 
constructed on Pearse Road a t Touisset and Cedar Avenue connecting 
t o Swansea Center. 

Townwide developments of the p e r i o d include the 1807 establishment 
of school d i s t r i c t s . Schoolhouses were b u i l t i n each p a r t of town, 
i n c l u d i n g the f i v e v i l l a g e s . The school system was r e d i s t r i c t e d i n 
1838, and records of the one- and two-room schoolhouses b u i l t 
s u r v i v e . I n the same p e r i o d , post o f f i c e s were opened i n each area, 
thus accentuating the s e l f - r e l i a n t aspect of each v i l l a g e . The 
town's o l d e r r e l i g i o u s s o c i e t i e s b u i l t new s t r u c t u r e s , the 
independent church of C h r i s t meetinghouse a t Swansea Center (1833, 
MHC #10) and the B a p t i s t Church near B a m e y v i l l e i n North Swansea 
(1848, MHC #7). 

Swansea; The Emerging Residential Suburb (1865-1939) 

I n s p i t e of l i m i t e d i n d u s t r i a l growth e a r l i e r i n the 19th century, 
the r i s e of nearby F a l l River and New Bedford as i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s 
of n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n a f t e r the C i v i l War precluded f u r t h e r 
i n d u s t r i a l development i n Swansea. Of the t h r e e v i l l a g e s w i t h 
a c t i v e industry—Swansea V i l l a g e , H o r t o n v i l l e , and B a m e y v i l l e — o n l y 
B a m e y v i l l e maintained an i n d u s t r i a l focus through the e a r l y 20th 

(continued) 
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century. By c o n t r a s t , the basis of Swansea's economy became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y a g r i c u l t u r a l . I n 1865, the town's 191 farms produced 
larg e q u a n t i t i e s o f I n d i a n com, potatoes, and beef, which could b f 
shipped east or west v i a the newly opened F a l l River, Warren & 
Providence R a i l r o a d . By the end of the century and i n t o the e a r l y ] 
20th century, d a i r y farming accounted f o r nea r l y one quarter of 
Swansea's a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , w i t h market gardening and p o u l t r y 
also f i g u r i n g prominently. 

Regular t r a n s p o r t a t i o n improvements f u e l e d Swansea's r e s i d e n t i a l 
growth from the l a t e 18 60s through the e a r l y decades of the 2 0th 
century. The F a l l River-Providence r a i l r o a d connection opened 
seaside South Swansea t o summer home development, w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n 
i n 1882 of South Swansea S t a t i o n on Gardner's Neck, and l a t e r . 
Cole's S t a t i o n a t Touisset. Some of the seasonal r e s i d e n t s , many 
from F a l l River, acquired the area's o l d e r homes; others b u i l t new 
residences. The 1895 opening of the Dighton, Swansea, & Somerset 
Stre e t Railway prompted the gradual suburbanization of Swansea, w i t h 
modest s i n g l e - f a m i l y houses constructed across town, from the 
neighborhoods east of Swansea V i l l a g e a t the Somerset town l i n e , t o 
Bar n e y v i l l e / N o r t h Swansea i n the west, and along Wilbur Avenue 
(Route 103) t o the south. 

The most dramatic changes t o the landscape duri n g t h i s p e r i o d 
occurred i n South Swansea, where farmland was subdivided f o r the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of l a r g e summer homes, and l a t e r , suburban 
developments. Summer communities cropped up a t Gardner's Neck where 
various branches of the Gardner f a m i l y began t o s e l l land f o r 
s u b d i v i s i o n , and a t Touisset. Businessmen from Taunton, F a l l River, 
and New Bedford moved t o Gardner's Neck, i n c l u d i n g Andrew Borden, 
W i l l i a m Almy, and George Manchester. David Anthony, another F a l l 
River businessman, bought the southern t i p of Gardner's Neck, b u i l t 
"Bay Point" (1895, MHC #F-149), and subdivided much of the remaining 
land f o r r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . The Colony, a l a t e 19th-century 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y development a t the f o o t of the Neck, i s a r e s u l t of 
land so l d t o Robert Wilcox and E r i c Borden. The Wilbur Land 
Development Company surveyed and developed the area west of 
Gardner's Neck Road known as Ocean Grove. Development a t Ocean 
Grove also included the Shady I s l e P i c n i c Grove (1902, MHC #E-130), 
reached by a f o o t b r i d g e over the Cole's River. Amidst the r a p i d 
r e s i d e n t i a l development was the continued farming of a la r g e p o r t i o n 
of land on the Neck by the sons of Leland Gardner, who engaged i n 
large-scale market gardening. Fis h i n g also continued as a v i a b l e 
business a t Touisset. I n the 1880s and 1890s, th e r e was a market 
f o r f i s h f e r t i l i z e r from menhadens produced by the W i l l i a m J. 

(continued) 
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Brightman Fish Works. I n a d d i t i o n , a t l e a s t two oyster businesses 
operated on e i t h e r side of the Cole's River. 

I n B a m e y v i l l e , the Barney shipyard s i t e was used f o r a j e w e l r y I 
f a c t o r y , e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1878 by former s h i p b u i l d e r Daniel C h i l d j 
(1827-1914). The s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y of the v i l l a g e d e c l i n e d w i t h the 
advent of t r o l l e y s e r v i c e t h e r e i n 1901, as the t r o l l e y brought 
workers t o the f a c t o r y from other areas. Thus B a m e y v i l l e s l o w l y 
evolved i n t o a predominantly r e s i d e n t i a l community by the end of ' 
World War I . The demise of the s t r e e t c a r s i n the e a r l y 1920s 
p r e c i p i t a t e d the c l o s i n g and eventual d e m o l i t i o n of the j e w e l r y 
f a c t o r y . 

H o r t o n v i l l e continued t o t h r i v e w i t h several small businesses 
operating i n t o the e a r l y 2 0th century. Nathaniel Baker Horton 
(1820-1900), from whom H o r t o n v i l l e takes i t s name, became a c t i v e i n 
the community from the mid 1800s when he moved back t o h i s f a m i l y 
homestead on Hornbine Road i n Rehoboth a f t e r working as a mason f o r 
twenty years i n F a l l River. Horton r e t a i n e d business i n t e r e s t s i n 
several F a l l River c o t t o n m i l l s and banks. He c o n t r i b u t e d t o 
community l i f e i n Rehoboth and l a t e r i n the v i l l a g e of Swansea 
Factory, now known as H o r t o n v i l l e . There Horton b u i l t houses f o r 
h i s daughters and helped e s t a b l i s h a branch post o f f i c e i n 1885. A 
meeting h a l l , post o f f i c e , church, and school e x i s t e d a t H o r t o n v i l l e 
as l a t e as ca. 1900. While farming was always a mainstay i n the 
v i l l a g e , the l a s t i n d u s t r y was a g r i s t m i l l on the Cole's River t h a t 
was dismantled and moved t o F a l l River a t the t u r n of the century. 

With the advent of the r a i l r o a d i n 1865 and the e l e c t r i c t r a i n i n 
the 1890s, Luther's Corner continued t o prosper as a commercial 
center and was f o r a time the town's u n o f f i c i a l c i v i c core. Joseph 
Luther (1837-post 1924), p r o p r i e t o r of the Luther Store f o l l o w i n g 
h i s f a t h e r ' s death i n 1857, was an i n c o r p o r a t o r of the r a i l r o a d . He 
also served as town c l e r k , tax c o l l e c t o r , town t r e a s u r e r , and 
j u s t i c e of the peace. The Luther Store remained i n business u n t i l 
1903. I n 1871 Seth Wilbur Eddy (1836-1916) opened a s t o r e (MHC 
#B-18) a t Luther's Corner and continued i n business u n t i l h i s death 
i n 1916. His son, John Baker Eddy, a s s i s t e d w i t h the s t o r e and 
repa i r e d clocks and watches; he also so l d pianos f o r Briggs and 
Jewett Pianos. The same b u i l d i n g housed another s t o r e opened i n 
1903 by the Cole Brothers. I n 1889 Luther's Corner received i t s own 
post o f f i c e ; a d i s t r i c t school was b u i l t i n the e a r l y 1900s. A 
branch of the l i b r a r y was always s t a t i o n e d i n one of the st o r e s . 
Thus, the community appeared t o have a t h r i v i n g commercial nucleus. 
There s t i l l remained an a v i d i n t e r e s t i n farming, and i n the l a t e 

(continued) 
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1800s the Swansea A g r i c u l t u r a l L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n was establishec 
w i t h a meeting place on M i l f o r d Road. This was not long l i v e d and' 
when i t disbanded i n 1902, the books were donated t o the Swansea 
Free Public L i b r a r y . | 

Swansea V i l l a g e evolved i n t o the c i v i c center of Swansea i n the l a s t 
quarter of the 19th century. I n 1880, when Joseph Luther r e t i r e d 
a f t e r f i f t e e n years as town c l e r k , v i l l a g e r e s i d e n t Henry O. Wood 
became c l e r k , and the V i l l a g e became the l o c a t i o n of town business. 
Wood was also town t r e a s u r e r and t a x c o l l e c t o r and used h i s home t o 
conduct the town business u n t i l the Town H a l l was constructed i n 
1891. I n d u s t r y , never a major for c e i n the v i l l a g e , remained 
confined t o a s i t e on Lewin Brook. A l a t e 19th-century bleachery on 
the former paper m i l l s i t e became Swansea P r i n t Works, l a t e r an 
o u t l e t f o r F a l l River P r i n t Cloth. 

Construction of the ar c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d Town H a l l (MHC #D-68) at the 
V i l l a g e was funded by Frank Shaw Stevens (1827-1898) and f a m i l y . A 
v i l l a g e r e s i d e n t , Stevens was a c t i v e i n community a f f a i r s , invested 
i n m i l l businesses and banking i n F a l l River, and e v e n t u a l l y served 
i n the State Senate f o r two terms. Stevens's f i r s t w i f e , J u l i a 
Chace, had died i n 1873 and Stevens remarried E l i z a b e t h Case of i . 
Swansea V i l l a g e ' s h o t e l f a m i l y . The continued g e n e r o s i t y of j 
El i z a b e t h Case Stevens made pos s i b l e the Frank S. Stevens School > 
(1908, MHC #D-45) and the Joseph Case High School (now J r . High, 
1927, MHC #D-46). A f t e r her death, the Stevens Mansion was 
converted t o a school f o r boys. ' 

Two outgrowths of increased suburban development i n Swansea i n the' 
e a r l y decades of the 20th century were the formation of new churchps 
and c o n s t r u c t i o n of new schools. Swansea's f i r s t C a t h o l i c 
p a r i s h e s — S t . Francis a t B a m e y v i l l e and St. Dominic's a t Swansea 
Center—were e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1910-1911 by Fr. Bernard Percot of St. 
Anne's i n F a l l River t o m i n i s t e r t o the town's growing French and 
Portuguese populations. While the B a m e y v i l l e church was 
s h o r t - l i v e d , St. Dominic's Church (1912) i s extant on the G. A. R.I 
Highway (U.S. Route 6 ) . Two churches were e s t a b l i s h e d a t South j 
Swansea, the South Swansea Union Church on Gardner's Neck (1916, MHC 
#F-138) and St. Michael the Archangel C a t h o l i c Church a t Ocean Grove 
(1922, MHC #E-127). A t h i r d C a t h o l i c p a r i s h , St. Louis de France, 
was formed by French-speaking r e s i d e n t s i n the developing eastern 
s e c t i o n of Swansea i n 1928. Six p u b l i c and p a r o c h i a l schools were 
b u i l t i n the town a f t e r World War I ; some of the p u b l i c schools 
replaced e a r l i e r schoolhouses. I n a d d i t i o n t o the Stevens School j 
and Case High School a t Swansea V i l l a g e , other schools constructed' 

(continued) 
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I 
were the Gardner School (1924) on Gardner's Neck near Ocean Grove, 
St. Michael's School (1931, MHC #E-127) a t Ocean Grove, the Joseph 
Luther School (1930-1931) near Luther's Corner, Mason Barney Schoo 
(1936) a t B a m e y v i l l e , and the Ecole de St. Louis dej France (1929) 
i n the developing neighborhood east of Swansea V i l l a g e . 

Once the automobile became the primary mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Swansea developed i n t o a commuter suburb of F a l l River, Taunton, and 
Providence. The v i l l a g e s i n which there had been some 
commercialization and/or i n d u s t r i a l a c t i v i t y g e n e r a l l y r e v e r t e d t o 
s t r i c t l y r e s i d e n t i a l use. Shops, small businesses, and branch post 
o f f i c e s closed. A l l c i v i c a c t i v i t y was and has remained confined t o 
Swansea V i l l a g e , w h i l e commercial a c t i v i t y cropped up along Route p, 
which became a U.S. Highway connecting Providence and Cape Cod i n 
the 1920s. 

Recent Development (post 1939) 

New r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Swansea subsided by the l a t e 1930s 
and resumed i n earnest i n the 1950s. Many summer homes have been 
converted t o year-round use. There has been s u b s t a n t i a l p o p u l a t i o j 
growth since World War I I , which has l e d t o continued r e s i d e n t i a l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and commercial s t r i p development along the major 
i n t e r r e g i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r o u t e . Route 6. Many r u r a l landscapes 
through the town were s a c r i f i c e d t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n of I n t e r s t a t e l 
1-95 i n the 1960s. Most recent r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n has been | 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y s u b d i v i s i o n s , although there are i n c r e a s i n g pressure^ 
t o b u i l d m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y and c l u s t e r e d housing u n i t s . 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACTIVITIES 

I n 1941, the Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Society was formed t o "procure, hold 
and maintain documents, records, data, h i s t o r i c a l landmarks and i 
monuments and other evidence r e l a t i n g t o the h i s t o r y of Swansea and 
i t s v i c i n i t y and the people t h e r e o f . " The Luther Store a t Luther'^ 
Corner was donated t o the H i s t o r i c a l Society and has served as a 
museum and meeting place since 1965 a f t e r extensive r e s t o r a t i o n . 

I n 1965 the Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission was formed and worked 
c l o s e l y w i t h the H i s t o r i c a l Society. A survey of h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g s 
was conducted by the H i s t o r i c a l Society i n 1977-1978, and i n 1978 
two p r o p e r t i e s were l i s t e d on the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places, Luther Store (160 Old Providence Road, MHC #B-17) and the 
Martin House (22 Stoney H i l l Road, MHC #162). 

(continued) 
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Publications, which enhance the public awareness ̂ f the h i s t o r i c 
resources and contribute t o the success of preservation a c t i v i t i e s 
include the town's 300th birthday publication Swansea Tercentenary^ 
1667-1967 and the Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Society's The Swansea Stage 
Coach. Both publications have combined architecture and developme^it 
patterns with geneology. I 

In 1985, the Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission applied f o r and receive^ 
a Survey and Planning Grant to complete a townwide h i s t o r i c resourpe 
inventory. This was completed and more than 150 properties were 
documented. This project led to the preparation of the Multiple 
Resource Area nomination, which was wholly funded by the Town of 
Swansea. The Commission i s planning to develop a sign program to 
recognize the d i s t r i c t s that w i l l be designated by t h i s nomination, 

(continued) 



am 

United Statee Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Swansea M u l t i 

Swansea, MA 

Section number ^ Page 

l e Resource Area 

Archaeo log ica l S i g n i f i c a n c e 
1 

Since p a t t e r n s of p r e h i s t o r i c occupation i n Swansea are po o r l y 
documented, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s would be s i g n i f i q a n t . P r e h i s t o r i c 
s i t e s i n t h i s area o f f e r the p o t e n t i a l f o r i n d e p t ^ a n a l y s i s of 
coastal settlement and subsistence d u r i n g l a t e r periods and the ) 
e f f e c t s of changing sea l e v e l r i s e on these aspects of study d u r i n g 
e a r l i e r periods. Wetland and coa s t a l n o n a b i l i t y i n Swansea also 
o f f e r the p o t e n t i a l f o r an an a l y s i s of v a r i e d s i t e types and 
fu n c t i o n s , p o s s i b l y c o n t a i n i n g complete examples of p a r t i c u l a r 
settlement and subsistence systems duri n g d i f f e r e n t periods of 
p r e h i s t o r y . I n close p r o x i m i t y t o the mouth of the Taunton River, 
p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n Swansea may be important i n understanding 
n a t i v e settlement i n t h a t drainage area. 

H i s t o r i c a l a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains described above have the 
p o t e n t i a l f o r p r o v i d i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the changing s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l and economic p a t t e r n s t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d a F i r s t Period 
settlement area i n southeastern Massachusetts. Archaeological 
s u r v i v a l s can help document the l o c a t i o n and nature of the town's 
e a r l y settlement f o r which no examples and few l o c a t i o n s s u r v i v e . 
H i s t o r i c p e r i o d s u r v i v a l s can also expand on the data base of 
i n d i v i d u a l s , i n s t i t u t i o n s and i n d u s t r i e s responsible f o r the 
development of the towns f i v e v i l l a g e s . Furthermore, the 
di f f e r e n c e s between h i s t o r i c p e r i o d remains can also help document 
Swansea's r o l e i n King P h i l i p ' s War which b a s i c a l l y s t a r t e d i n 
Swansea where the f i r s t bloodshed occurred. Every s t r u c t u r e i n the 
town was apparently burned as a r e s u l t of the war. Archaeological 
s u r v i v a l s also o f f e r the p o t e n t i a l f o r a study of e a r l y bridge 
technology a t the s i t e of Myles Bridge on the Palmer River. 
Seventeenth through 19th century s u r v i v a l s of f i s h e r i e s operations 
are also important i n documenting components of t h a t i n d u s t r y 
i n c l u d i n g f i s h o i l operations p i e r s , wharves and other shore-based 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

I n general, Swansea's r e s i d e n t i a l / r e s o r t character w i t h l i m i t e d 
commercial a c t i v i t y should increase the p o t e n t i a l f o r both 
p r e h i s t o r i c and h i s t o r i c s u r v i v a l s i n the town. These f a c t o r s I 
combined w i t h the range of p o t e n t i a l resources f o r both periods f 
i n d i c a t e archaeology as an important component of t h i s community. 

(end) 
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1909 Blue Print Layout of Gardner's Neck Road - The Colony 
B r i s t o l County Court House - F a l l River, MA 
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Luther Store, 160 Old Warren Road, 5/22/1978; 

Martin House and Farm, 22 Stoney Road, 10/2/1978. 
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*See District Data Sheets and individual building forms for date of construction, style, and resource. 

-JAN 0 2 1990 

MHC*V 
Map * Overview * Historic Name Address Status Pistrict/Individu 

Sheet 35 7 
833 

First Baptist Church 
cemetery 

Baptist Street C 
C 

Individual 

20/1 A l Mason Barney House 
shed 
garage 

1 Bameyville Road c 
NC 
NC 

Bameyville H. D. 

20/2A — — 5 Bameyville Road NC Bameyville H. D. 

20/3 A2 Daggett Place 
converted barn 
shed 
well house 

22-24 Bameyville Road C 
NC 
NC 
NC 

Bameyville H. D. 

20/-4B — — 47 Bameyville Road NC Bameyville H. D 

20/5C — — 51 Bameyville Road NC Bameyville H. D 

20/6D — — 55 Bameyville Road NC Bameyville H. D. 

20/7 A160 John Barney Farm 
barn 

60 Bameyville Road C 
C 

Bameyville H. D. 

20/S A161 
garage 

77 Bameyville Road c 
NC 

Bameyville H D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/2 

Sheet 40 F149 

Sheet 40 

Sheet 56 

Sheet 57 

72/43 

72/44 

72/45 

72/46 

72/47 

72/48 

72/49 

72/50 

72/5 IE 

F150 

112 

113 

D82 

D83 

D84 

D85 

D86 

D87 

David Anthony House 
garage 
stone post 

Harold Anthony House 
garage 

"Bend of the Lane" 
barn/garage 
stone wall 

Deacon Buffington House 
granite wall 

garage 

Mary Althom House 
stable/garage 

garage 

Mary Slade House 
garage 

R. C. Gray House 
bam 

D88 
garage 

garage 

98 Bay Point Avenue 

132 Bay Point Avenue 

181 Cedar Avenue 

262 Cedar Avenue 

90 Elm Street 

102 Elm Street 

107 Elm Street 

108 Elm Street 

117 Elm Street 

118 Elm Street 

123 Elm Street 

127 Elm Street 

137 Elm Street 

C 
C 
C 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 

c 
c 

NC 
NC 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Swansea Village H D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H D. 

Swansea Village H. D 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/3 

72/52 

72/53 

72/54 

72/1 

72/42 

40/1 

40/2A 

40/3B 

D89 

D90 

D90 

D91 

D92 

73/2 D45 

Sheet 46 F138 

Sheet 46 F141 

Sheet 46 F142 

Sheet 43 F143 

F152 

F164 

Kellogg House 
carriage hse/barn 

Baldwin House 
carriage hse/bara 

Nottingham House 
garage 

Slade House 
garage 
bam 

Frank Stevens School 

South Swansea Union Ch. 
parish house 

Samuel Gardner House 

Francis Gardner House 
garage/workshop 

Joseph Gardner House 
garage/barn 

stone wall 

Sheet 76 10 Church of Christ/First 
Christian Cong. Church 

147 Elm Street 

155 Elm Street 

157 Elm Street 

160 Elm Street 

167 Elm Street 

1 Gardner's Neck Road 

Gardner's Neck Road 

1035 Gardner's Neck Rd. 

1129 Gardner's Neck Rd. 

1205 Gardner's Neck Rd. 

1536 Gardners's Neck Rd 

1550 Gardner's Neck Rd. 

1562 Gardner's Neck Rd. 

G. A. R. Highway 

C 
C 

C 
c 

C 
C 

C 
C 
c 

c 
NC 

c 
NC 
c 
c 

c 
NC 

NC 

NC 

C 

Swansea Village H D. 

Swansea Village H D, 

Swansea Village II. D. 

Swansea Village II. D. 

Swansea Village Ii, D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

The Colony H. D. 

The Colony H. D. 

The Colony H D. 

Individual 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/4 

Sheet 16 42 Hooper House 
garage 
barn 
stone wall 
picket fence 
well house 

306 Hortonville Road C 
C 
C 
C 
C 

NC 

Individual 

25/lG C41 B. Marvel House 
garage 
stone wall 

990 Hortonville Rd. NC 
NC 
C 

Hortonville H. D 

25/2 C40 Robt. Sherman House 
stone wall 

1015 Hortonville Rd. c 
c 

Hortonville H. D 

64/3 
64/4 

D72 Swan Finishing Co. 
office 
storage building 

11 Ledge Road c 
c 

NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

64/5 D818 Eddy Burial Ground 
bronze tablet 

Ledge Road C 
NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

72/6 D73 — 19 Ledge Road C Swansea Village H. D. 

link — — 29 Ledge Road NC Swansea Village H. D. 

73/8C — — 88 Ledge Road NC Swansea Village H. D. 

73/9 D75 Brown Rebekah Lodge 98 Ledge Road C Swansea Village H. D. 

73/10 D74 Martin House 
garage 

108 Ledge Road c 
c 

Swansea Village H. D. 

24/4 C38 Mason Horton House 
garage 
barn 

4 Locust Street c 
NC 
c 

Hortonville H. D. 

28/5 C37 Marvel House 5 Locust Street c Hortonville H. D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/5 

25/6 C36 Benj. Martin House 
garage 

24 Locust Street C 
NC 

Hortonville H. D. 

24/16A — — 28 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/7 C35 — 31-33 Locust Street C Hortonville H. D 

28/8 C34 — 39 Locust Street C Hortonville H. D. 

28/9 C33 Horton House 
bam 
outhouse 

45 Locust Street 

o
o

o 

Hortonville H. D. 

28/10 — 
garage 

50 Locust Street C 

c 
Hortonville H. D 

24/llH — — 55 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/121 C32 Dexter Nicholas House 67 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/13 C31 Hortonville School 77 Locust Street C Hortonville H. D. 

28/14J — — 89 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/15K — 
garage 

139 Locust Street NC 
NC 

Hortonville H. D. 

24/17D — — 148 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/27L — — 161 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D. 

28/28M — — 161A Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D 

24/18E — 
bam 

162 Locust Street NC 
C 

Hortonville H. D 

24/19F 202 Locust Street NC Hortonville H. D 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/5 

Baker Farm Complex: 

28/20 C30 Eddy House 235 Locust Street 
slaughterhouse 
stable 
secondary farmhouse and garage 

C 
NC 
C 

2NC 

28/21-0 C29 Eddy House 
garage 

241 Locust Street NC 
C 

2% 111 C28 Myron Baker Estate 261 Locust Street C 

28/23B — — 359 Locust Street NC 

28/24 C27 Melatiah Martin Hse. 
garage 

397 Locust Street C 
NC 

24/25 C26 William J Hale House 
bam 

410 Locust Street C 
NC 

24/26 C25 

C809 

Daniel Hale House 
bam 
cemetery 

416 Locust Street 

o
o

o 

24/3 C39 Chace House 11 Maiden Lane C 

24/29 — Site of Chace MiH Maiden Lane C 

72/11 D65 Hill House 1 Main Street C 

72/12 D64 
garage 

9 Main Street C 
NC 

72/13 D63 James Mason House 
garage 

15 Main Street C 
NC 

72/14 D62 John Mason House 
garage 

21 Main Street C 
NC 

Hortonville H. D 

Hortonville H. D 

Hortonville H. D. 

Hortonville H D 

Hortonville H D. 

Hortonville H. D. 

Hortonville H. D 

Hortonville H. D. 

Hortonville H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 



Swansea, ^^ass. MRA/7 

72/15 D61 

72/16 

72/23 

72/55 

72/17 

72/18 

72/19 

72/24 

72/20 

72/21 

72/22 

72/25 

72/56 

D60 

D68 

D814 

D157 

D59 

D58 

D66 

D57 

D56 

D55 

D67 

D815 

Stevens Mansion 24 Main Street 
office w/ bird house 
carriage house 
bowling lanes 
3 dorms for school 
gymnasium 
granite bollard/iron fence (Main St.) 
fieldstone wall (Elm Street) 

Northam House 

Christ Church 
parish office/day school 

27 Main Street 

Main Street 

Christ Church Cemetery Main Street 

Village Post Office 

Thomas Chase House 
garage 

Winslow House 

Frank S. Stevens 
Public Library 

J. L. Wellington House 
garage 

Henry Wood House 
garage 

Town Hall 

Old Burial Ground 

42 Main Street 

52 Main Street 

59 Main Street 

Main Street 

64 Main Street 

72 Main Street 

80 Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

C 
C 
C 
c 
3C 
NC 
C 
C 

C 

NC 

C 

C 
C 
C 

C 

C 

Swansea Village H. D. 

C 

NC 

C 

NC 

C 

C 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/8 

73/26 D54 Stevens Cottage *1 86 Main Street C Swansea Village H D. 

73/27 D53 Stevens Cottage *2 92 Main Street C Swansea Village H. D. 

73/29 D52 Hull House 
garage 

93 Main Street c 
NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

73/28 D51 Stevens Cottage *3 96 Main Street C Swansea Village H. D. 

73/57 — — 98 Main Street C Swansea Village H. D. 

73/30F —_ 

garage 
102 Main Street NC 

NC 
Swansea Village H, D. 

73/31 D50 Dr. John Hilton House 
garage 

109 Main Street C 
NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

73/32 — 
garage 

110 Main Street C 
NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

73/33 D49 Daniel Woods House 
barn 
stone wall 

125 Main Street 

o
o

o 

Swansea Village H. D. 

73/58B — V.F. W.HaU 140 Main Street NC Swansea Village H D. 

73/34 D48 — 142 Main Street C Swansea Village H. D. 

73/35 — — 154 Main Street c Swansea Village II. D. 

73/59D — Swansea Fire House Main Street NC Swansea Village H. D. 

73/36 D46 Joseph Case High Sch. 
shop 

Main Street C 
NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

73/37G — — 166 Main Street NC Swansea Village H, D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/9 

73/38 

61/2 

Sheet 12 

Sheet 12 

Sheet 26 

Sheet 17 

40/4 

40/5 

40/6 

40/7 

D47 

B21 

8 

99 

A163 

F147 

F148 

F165 

Sheet 74 110 

Sheet 21 A6 

M. Buffington House 
shed and chicken coop 

Brown-Luther Hse. 
stone wall 
stone post 

Luther House 
stone wall 

Short's Tavern 
stone wall 

Walkden Farm 
barn 

William P. Mason House 
garage 
storage shed 

A. T. Marvel Hse. 
garage 

A. P. Davol House 

H. M. Prescot Hse. 
garage 

P. Gardner House 
bam 
wood fence 

Norton House 
garage 

222 Main Street 

2 Maple Avenue 

177 Market Street 

282 Market Street 

495 Marvel Street 

5 Mason Street 

15 Mattapoisett Avenue 

28 Mattapoisett Avenue 

35 Mattapoisett Avenue 

45 Mattapoisett Avenue 

90 Milford Road 

61 Old Providence Road 

C 
20 

C 
C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
C 

C 
c 
C 

C 
NC 

C 
C 

c 
C 
c 
c 

NC 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Luther's Corner H. D. 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

The Colony H D. 

The Colony H. D. 

The Colony H. D. 

The Colony H. D. 

Individual 

Individual 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/10 

20/10 

20/17E 

20/11 

20/9 

20/121 

20/13 

20/18H 

20/14 

20/15F 

20/16G 

Sheet 76 

76/1 

61/4 

61/3 

A3 

A162 

A4 

A5 

B22 

B19 

B17 

B18 

Barney House 
garage 

[golf course) 

Norton-Barney Hse. 
garage/carriage house 
barn 

Old Prov.Rd Bridge 

Barney Shipyard 
Site Marker 

Myles Garrison House 
Site Marker 

166 Old Providence Road C 
NC 

garage 

William Luther House 
garage 
stone wall 

Jas. Luther Tavern 
modern garage 

Luther Store 

Eddy Hse. and Store 
tool shed 
stone wall 

Old Providence Road NC 

227 Old Providence Road C 
C 
C 

Old Providence Road C 

Old Providence Road/ NC 
Bameyville Road 

Old Providence Road C 

328 Old Providence Road NC 

331 Old Providence Road C 

C 

363 Old Providence Road NC 

367 Old Providence Road NC 

79 Old Warren Road C 
C 
C 

159 Old Warren Road 

160 Old Warren Road 

C 
NC 

174 Old Warren Road C 
NC 
C 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville H D. 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville H D. 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville H. D 

Bameyville H. D. 

Bameyville II. D. 

Individual 

Luther's Corner H. D. 

Luther's Corner II. D. 

Luther's Corner H. D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/11 

Sheet 3 

Sheet 51 

Sheet 47 

Sheet 43 

Sheet 30 

Sheet 70 

72/39H 

72/40 

B20 

116 

120 

F137 

97 

93 

D70 

D71 

72/41 D69 

Benjamin Cole House 
bam 
garage 

Smuggler's House 
milk house 
garage/carriage house 

John Brown IV House 
garage 

J. V. Johnson House 
garage 

Simcock House 
barn 
milk house 
well house 
stone wall 

Bark Street School 

Hillside Stock Farm 
barn 
stone wall 

Case Hall 
shed 
garage 
stone wall 

Case Hotel 
wooden fence 

412 Old Warren Road 

361 Pearse Road 

703 Pearse Road 

36 Riverview Avenue 

1074 Sharps Lot Road 

68 Stevens Road 

745 Stevens Road 

757 Stevens Road 

789 Stevens Road 

C 
C 

NC 

C 

c 
C 

c 
NC 

C 
NC 
c 
c 

NC 
c 
c 

NC 
C 
C 

C 
c 

NC 
C 

C 

c 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Individual 

Swansea Village H. D 

Swansea Village H. D. 

Swansea Village H. D. 



Swansea, Mass. MRA/12 

YtST-

Map* - individual properties: assessor's sheet number 
districts: assessor's sheet number/property number indicated on map of district 

letter at end of a property number denotes noncontributing property 
MHC*/ 

Overview * » MHC inventory number keyed to overview map 

C " contributing resource 
NC - noncontributing resource 

Vacant/undeveloped lots within district boundaries: 

Bameyville Historic District 
Bameyville Road (Sheet 20): lots 9A, 43 
Old Providence Road (Sheet 20): lots 29, 32, 34, 36, 37, 41 

The Colony Historic District 
Mattapoisett Avenue (Sheet 40): lots 38,41 

Hortonville Historic District 
Locust Street, north side (Sheet 28): lots 2A-1, 2B, 6, 6A, 14 
Locust Street, south side (Sheet 24): 6, 8A. 10. 11. 12B 
Maiden Lane (Sheet 25): lots 4, 4A 

Swansea Village Historic District 
Ledge Road (Sheet 73): lot 1 

Main Street (Sheet 73): lot 27 
Main Street (Sheet 72): lots6A, 9A, 39 

MRA Total Resources: 

contributing noncontributing 
Buildings 155 70 
Sites 6 1 
Structures 20 4 
Objects 3 _2. 
Total * 184 77 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSAOJUSETTS HISTORICAL OOMMISSIOI 
80 BOYLSTMJ STREET 
BOSTMJ, MA 02116 

Kioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

JAN 0 2 1990 AREA FCKM NO. 

Sketdi Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between invaitoried property and nearest 
intersectic«(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

149 

• j ^ j j ^ SWANSEA- Swansea, Mass. MRA 

Address Point Avenue 

Historic Name David M. Anthony House 

"Bay Point" 

Use: Presait residence 

Original Summer residence, farm 

DESCRIPTim 

Date 1895 

Source 

Style 

Town Report/Visual Analysis 

Oueen Anne 

Architect William Beattie 

Exterior Wall Fabric Wood shingles  

Qitbuildings 2-Etall detached garase 

Major Alterations (with dates) Enclosed 

portion of porch (date unknown) 

OMldition Sssic o r i g i n a l fabric i n excellent 

condition 

Moved Date 

Acreage Over one acre 57 acre: 

Setting Graciously sited on r e l a t i v e l y large 

property on Mt. Hope Bay. Well established 

trees accentuate the property. 

UTM REFERENCE 19 316110 4519770 

USGS QUADRANGLE F a l l River. Mass.-R.I. 1967-79 

SCALE 1:25.000 

Recorded by K.ay Flynn/L. Fayan, Jr. March 197£ 

Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Organization 

Date January 1986 



MATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) . -

An example of Swansea's late 19th-century resort construction with a house 
i n the Queen Anne style, the property at 98 Bay Point Ave. retains integrity 
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, 
and meets Criteria A and C of the National Register on the local level. 

ARCHnsCTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comnunity. 

A two-story and three-story asymmetrical Queen Anne house in the free classic tradition. 
The identifying features are the hipped roof with two crossed gables, corner towers, one-
story wrap porch (on water side) and curved gable end with porte-cochere. The dynamics in 
the wall surface is due to the roof forms, towers, overhangs and porches. Variety is also 
achieved through the juxtaposition of wood shingles and stone in the base of the corner 
tower and the porte-cochere facing the road to the east. 

HISTQEIICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1883, David M. Anthony, a wealthy Fall River businessman, was one of the founders of the 
Swift Meat Packing Company. The house he bu i l t at Bay Point was one of the earliest summer 
estates on Gardners Neck. The house is typical Victorian. Anthony and other wealthy Fall 
River businessmen changed Gardners Neck from an agricultural to a residential area. 

In 1942, the Anthony heirs sold 11.83 acres of land and Bay Point to Margaret M. Foley of 
Somerset. As of 1978, Mrs. Foley's family s t i l l used the property as a summer residence. 
Approximately three acres of the original property were sold at an unknown date. 

William Beattie may have been the granite dealer of the same name listed i n the 1895 Fall 
River directory. That directory also l i s t s the firm of David Beattie and Arthur Wilcox, 
masons, contractors, and builders. 

, • 3. X ^. ' • ' A. 

4 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES — *̂  * 

Real Estate records, Swansea Town Report — 1895, 1896, 1897 

Stone monument in front of property dated 1896 • 

Fall River directory, 1895. 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3-x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

^A 
JAN 0 2 1990 

A.RLA 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

FORM NO. 

150 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 132 Bay Point Avenue 

Historic Name Harold H. Anthony House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1922 

Source 

Style 

Assessor's records 

Georgian Revival 

Architect R- Clipston Sturgis 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings 2-car brick garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) south porch 

enclosed (1930) 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage approximately 1.7 acres 

Setting one of the larger properties in 

the area overlooking Mt. Hope Bay; 

simple landscaping, circular driveway 

irm REFERENCE 19 315970 4619820 

L-SSS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by R. A. Waring/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization S».-ansea Historical Commission 

Date April 1978/January 1986/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Harold Anthony House, 132 Bay Point Avenue, retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association and is significant on the local level. 
The house meets Criterion A for i t s association with the suburbanization of Gardner's Neck 
in South Swansea in the early decades of the 20th century, and Criterion C as a prominent 
architect-designed house of brick/ an unusual building material i n residential construction 
in Swansea. 

ĈHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This elegant two-story brick house in the Georgian Revival style was designed by 
Boston architect R. Clipston Sturgis in 1922. The gabled structure consists of a rectangular 
main block with two four-bay wings extending south toirard Mt. Hope Bay. The main 
entry is marked by a full-height portico with Doric columns flanked by gabled wall dormers. 
On the south elevation, a center-entry porch facing the bay is distinguished by 
exposed rafters and paired columns; the porch was enclosed with multi-pane sash ca. 1930. 
Al l window sash on the brick elevations are contained in brick segmental-arch or 
rectangular surrounds. 

As a brick house, 132 Bay Point Avenue is unusual in Swansea, where both year-round and 
summer homes are generally clad in wood. 

HISTDRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was bu i l t on land at the end of Gardner's Neck and bought by Harold Anthony's 
father, David M. Anthony, in 1883 (see Form F149). The land had been in the Gardner 
family from 1594 to 1867, and had been used for farming. Mr. David Anthony continued 
to operate a farm on the property u n t i l 1895, when he b u i l t a summer residence facing 
Mt. Hope Bay. He sold some of his land along Lee's River and the Bay to Fall River 
families who followed his example and b u i l t summer homes. In 1922, his son, Harold, 
bu i l t this brick residence as a permanent home. The younger Anthony was at the forefront 
of the movement to make Swansea a suburban, rather than simply a summer resort, town. 
The next f i f t y years brought winterization of summer homes throughout Gardner's Neck. 

R. Clipston Sturgis (b. 1860) of Boston had a varied career that focused on residential 
and institutional design. With William Chapman and Robert D. Andrews, Sturgis was involved 
in the addition of white marble wings to the Massachusetts State House in 1914-1917. 
He began his architectural career in the office of John H. Sturgis, and in 1888 succeeded 
to partnership with William R. Cabot. Among his other commissions are the Arlington (Mass.) 
Town Hall, Whitinsville (Mass.) Library (1925), and a house in Lancaster, Mass. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Assessor's records, Swansea, Mass. (1922). 
Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Dept., Boston architects f i l e . 

nv. . . . • • 8/85 



rORM - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 B0Y1.STDN STREET 
BOSTDK, MA 02116 

^ ^ A"EA 

JAN 0 2 1990 

FORM NO. 

93 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address Stevens Road at Bark Street 

Historic Name Bark Street School 

Use: Present elementary school 

Original primary school 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1905 

Source School Committee Report for 1905 

Style Colonial Revival 

Architect Louis G. Destremps S, Son 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates' 

ca. 1930 — shingled rear addition 

Condition excellent 

Moved Date 
less than one acre of total 

Acreage 6^-acre l o t 

Setting open l o t with playgrounds in 

rear — building situated close to street 

UTM REFERENCE 19 320080 4524000 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by K. Fl^Tin, K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date May 1985/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Bark Street School possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and association. I t meets Criterion C on the local level as a 
well-preserved example of a Colonial Revival schoolhouse with a sympathetic 
addition at the rear. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Bark Street School is the only frame Colonial Revival school in Swansea, a town 
dominated by brick school buildings. The original two-room, center-hall schoolhouse 
of 1905 has a compatible rear addition of two classrooms designed ca. 1930. One story 
with a cobblestone foundation, continuous shingled walls, and a hipped roof, the school is 
capped with a square cupola with louvered openings and a pyramidal roof. The influence of 
the Prairie style is suggested by the low horizontal lines, wide eave overhang, and bands 
of windows on the side elevations. A l l windows contain 5/5 double-hung sash. The center 
entry with round-arched transom is shielded by a shed-roof overhang on oversized triangular 
knee braces. The rear addition, which incorporates design elements of the original 
building, differs from the original only in i t s concrete foundation. 

HISTORICAL SienFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

• * The oldest continuously used school building in Swansea, Bark Street School was b u i l t 
during a period of rapid suburbanization in the southeastern section of town in the 
early 20th century. The f i r s t school on the site (present on an 1895 map) was sold for 
$40.00, moved around the corner of Stevens Road to Bark Street, and converted for use 
as a residence. The School Department's Building Committee abandoned the idea of 
replacing the earlier school with another one-room schoolhouse, settling instead on a 
two-classroom design in anticipation of future development in the surrounding 
neighborhood. The school was designed by Louis G. Destremps & Son and b u i l t by 
Edgar W. Hardy for $2880.00. 

Bark Street School was one of ten schoolhouses in Swansea at the time of i t s 
construction. Intended as a primary school for a maximum of 80 pupils. Bark Street 
School proved to be of inadequate size by the 1920s, when roughly 100 primary and 
grammar school students occupied the building. The large rear addition, similar in 
design, scale, and materials to the 1905 building, was constructed ca.. 1930. 

Verbal Boiondary Justification: The school building occupies only a fraction of the 6.25-acre 
l o t . The nomination extends only to the open area immediately surrounding the school, 
comprising less than one acre. The balance of the property consists of playfields developed 
later i n the 20th century, and woodlot. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES -• .-

Helen Pierce interview, Swansea, 2/88. 
Bristol County atlas (Everts S. Richards), 1895. • ' 
Annual Reports of the Town Officers of the Town of Swansea. 1904 and 1905. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Bameyville Historic Di s t r i c t contains the greatest concentration of buildings associated 
with growth of the village from the mid-18th century through the early 20th century. A 
location of early agricultural settlement oriented toward the Palmer (Warren) River, 
Bameyville became a self-sufficient village with the flourishing of i t s successive 
shipbuilding . and jewelry-making industries in the 19th century. Now entirely residential, 
the d i s t r i c t maintains i t s rural character. Retaining integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Bameyville Historic District 
meets Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Located in the northwestern section of Swansea, Bameyville Historic Di s t r i c t is a rural, 
residential area comprising approximately 27 acres. Old Providence Road connects village 
settlement on the east and west sides of the Palmer River, also known historically as the 
Warren River. The d i s t r i c t consists of a nucleated settlement near the intersection of 
Bameyville and Old Providence Roads giving way to more scattered settlement east of the 
river. 

The area contains 13 contributing resources and 16 noncontributing resources. Two 
historically significant sites, those of the Jonathan Barney-Mason Bamey Shipyard and 
the Myles Garrison House, are marked by stone monuments. Noncontributing structures 
are primarily modest contemporary houses and secondary structures such as garages. Of the 
seven contributing wood-frarr.s residencas, two were b u i l t in the Georgian style, one in the 
Federal, two i n the Greek Revi^^l, and two in the Colonial Revival. The d i s t r i c t includes 
typical examples of the 2^-story house of the prominent 18th-century farmer, a double house 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 
Bameyville was f i r s t settled in the 17th century, when the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church and one of Swansea's f i r s t settlers, b u i l t his garrisoned home near 
the present intersection of Bameyville Road and Old Providence Road after 1653. A 
memorial tablet (1912, MHC #A5) was erected near the site of the garrison, which burned in 
1909. Connecting colonial development to the east in Swansea and to the west in what is 
now Barrington, Rhode Island was Myles (also known as Miles) Bridge over the Palmer River, one 
of the earliest bridges erected in this section of Bristol County. The f i r s t bridge may 
have dated to the early 18th century, for the Provincial Statutes of 1736-1737 refer to a 
Miles Bridge on a county road which had decayed. The towns of Swansea and Barrington were 
ordered to build a cart bridge at the location of the early bridge. Swansea raised the 
funds to maintain the bridge with a lottery in 1749. Replaced several times, including 
with an iron bridge in 1878, the present concrete abutment bridge was constructed in 1938 
(Photo #3). 

The village's earliest identity as Bameyville and i t s association with the shipbuilding 
industry in Swansea began in the late 18th century, when the Bamey Shipyard was begun by 
Jonathan Bamey. Bamey, whose grandfather had moved to the Swansea area from Salem, in 1690, 
bu i l t the family homestead east of the river ca. 1750 (166 Old Providence Road, MHC #A3, 
Photo #1). Jonathan Barney also b u i l t the double house at 22-24 Bameyville Road (1771-1774, 
MHC #A2) across the river, on speculation that the success of his shipyard would translate 
into growth in the surrounding area. The house is the earliest known example of the double-

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • ' 
Hurd, Duane H. History of Bristol County, MA. Philadelphia, 1883. i 
Hutt, Frank Walcott. A History of Bristol County, MA. NY: Lewis Hist. Publ. Co., 1924. " ; 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967. 
Wriciht, 0. 0. History of Ŝ -̂ansea 1667^1917. Swansea, MA, 1917. 
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ArchitecTurel Signific^rice (continued) 

built for TOrkers, and a t';T>ical 19th-centurY farmhouse. 

The oldest d -̂elling in Bernê ."7ille is the Blarney House at 166 Old Provi.jence Road (ca. 17!)0.. MHC *A3, 
Photo '̂D. Located at the eastern edse of the district but oriented vest to w"ai'd the river (i.e., 
perpendicular to the road), the Barney House is one of the more architecturally ambitious houses m the 
district. Of the characteristic 2 1/2-story, side-gatle, double-pile form vith double interior chimneys, the 
clapboarded Georgian structure has a five-bay f acade distinguished by corner qiwins end long first floor 
'vi'indo w" containing 9/9 sash. Elements believed to date to the Federal period include a hood and engaged 
column surround at the center entry. Also during the Federal period, a tvo-story gabled rear ell of brick 
"̂ •as constructed. This vas an unusual building materiel in S-Ti'ansea residential construction end 
particularly at Barne'̂ A'ille.. vhere vood -T-'SS m constant supply at the ship^rd on the rî 'er. 

Jonathan Barney, founder of the shipyard in the village, built the double house nov kno'̂ m as the 
Daggett Place at 22-24 Eernewille Road (1771-1774, MHC *A2). This 1 1 /2-story house Tvith steeply pitched 
gable roof is unique in the district for its siii-bay facade and p.3ired center doors. Each tmit has a central 
chimney. Modestly detailed with cornerboards and 12/12 sash, the house displa-" aii aiTinity Tiith the 
Georgian style in its door surroimds \n\h. Doric pilasters and fr.^e-hght transoms. 

A second large d-'Ji'elling is the Mason Barney House at 1 Earne—ille Road (1802-1812, MHC *A1, Photo *4). 
Prominently sited at the corner of Barnewille F:oa.d ;Bind Old Providence Fioad, the hoijse is oriented toTv'ard 
the e.asterly approach from the r i ' ^ r . The 2 1 /2-storY, Federal style hot^e w'itli five-bay center-entry 
facade and double interior chimney," -'cis remodeled ca. 1900. Colonial Re'aval details added at that time 
include T'ide corner pilasters bearing oversized Corinthian capitels, a central gabled vail dormer 
conteming a tripartite vindo w' and flaiiking gabled dormers vith fluted pilasters, keyed surrounds, and 
Tracery m the upper sash. A brick rear ell vith a columned porch vas also added to the house s.t that time. 

The Korton-Barney House at 227 Old Providence Road (ca. 1840, MHC *A162) on the east bank of the river 
is a typical 2 1 /2-story Greek Re'i*ral structure with pedimented end gable, three-bay facade, arid side­
hall plan. The smgle-story flat-roofed enti-ance porch is richly detailed ^nx\\ fluted boric columns. The 
door siuTound incorf>orates a vide frieze, dentil cornice, pilasters vi t i i recessed Greek key motif s, and 
three-quarter sidelights. All vindovs contain 5/6 sash. A one-story vest ving vith picture vindov vas 
probably added in tiie 195Qs. Another Greek Revival house, more modest m scele and loca.ted at the closely 
settled vestern edge of the district, is 77 EarneT".̂ ille Road (ca. 1821, MHC '̂ A151). This gabled, 1 1 /2-story^ 
?i-bay dvelling has a "Tidde frieze, cornerboards, and 6/6 sash. The end-bay entry is flanked by narrov 
(possibly later) sideUghts and surmounted by a pitched door hood. 

A Barney descendant built the farmhouse at 60 Barnsvville Rosd (MHC ^'AltO) ca. 1903. A 1 1/2-story, 
gable-front and jnng d--elling, this 'nernacul-ar Colonial Fie-n'̂ l̂ house displa™ plain windov and door 
surrouiids end bracketed porch posts, v/hile situated on a io-acre parcel e::tending from Barne'-'ille 
Eload east to the ri'^'^r, the hoiise and contributing barn and "•ell are loca.ted on a.ppro:cimately x~ro acres 
closest to the road; tins acreŝ :e comprises the e::tent of the property vithin the nominated district. 
Another 1 1/2-stor" gable-front house m the Colonial Re'd'ral style is 331 Old Providence Road (ca. 1920, 
not surveyed). Located on the vest benk of the river near the bridge, this house is currently abandoned. 

Staple to I.-iventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Significence (continued) 

Miscellaneous contributing resources include tlie con«'ete Old Pro'Adence Road bridge over the ri^'er 
(1938, not sur^f^yed), the most recent in a series of bridges at this location. The Mvles Garrison House Site 
Marker (1912, MHC * k j ) is a stone monument erected on the site of the house belonging to the earliest 
knoTO settler of E.5rne'>'ville, the Rev. John Myles, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Svansea. 

Located in tvo pockets among the historic homes at the vestern end of the Barne',-nlle district are sê 'en 
corLXempovei'Y vernsculm- houses (3, 47,31. and 55 BarneTville Road: 328, 363 end 367 Old Pro^ddence 
Road). Placement of these late 1940s or 19j0s hoires suggests that sections of larger lots Tilth street 
frontage vere sold for development at that time. The houses are generally modest one-story, gabie-end 
structures vith projecting enclosed entries. Tiie house type is typicsl of post-v/orld T/ar II residential 
construction in Svansea. 

Historical Significance (continued) 

chimney plan m Svansea. Barney's biu'iness ''"as lai'gely confined to small boats for local f armers and 
fishermen. It vas not until 1802, viien Jonathan Barney relocated to Nev York and his son Mason (1732-
1869) took o '̂̂ r tlie business, that the shipyard developed rapidly. 

Mason Barney's shipyard occupied more than five acres of land on the east side of the river. His first ship 
vas launched in 1803, and by the time the last ''ressel vi'as launched in 1859,137 ships had been biailt m the 
yard under Mason Barney's super-^sion. These vessels included giuiboats built for the Federal 
government during the Mexican v/ar (1846-1848), vhalei's, merchant ships for the China trade, barges 
for use cn the Blackstone Canal, and slave ships. Barney ships vere built of timber from surrounding 
forests, partic^alai'ly m neighboring Rehoboth end Dighton. Trees vere hauled to the ship'.'ard vhere 
they vere hevn to the proper shape. Lask of a sav mill m Svansea necessitated that planking be 
brought in from Attleboro and Seekonk. [Svansea Tercent., 23-25] The ships vere issued f rom the 
shipyai'd near Myles Bridge and sent dovnstream to barren, FLhode Island for fitting. These ships vere 
kno"Tl as "Bungto-.-n" ships, a name of unkno'-n origin that is still associated " i th Barne'^iille today. By 
1850 the yard employed more than 175 vorkers, at a time vhen the tovn's population nvimbered only 280 
families 

A self-contained village had de'reloped around Barney's shipbuilding enterprise, one in vhich he ser'.'ed 
as landlord, chief employer, storekeeper, postmaster, and banker. At one time Barney minted coins 
knovn as "Bungto'viTi Coppers." E.xtant evidence of his financial success is his house, built by his 
employees at 1 Barne-̂ .'̂ ille Road (MHC *Ai) betveen 1802 and 1812. This home and the Barney family 
homestead on the ê ast side of the river ere the largest houses in the village. The Barney shipyard closed 
abruptly in 1861, a direct resist of the 1858 financial panic and grovmg demand f or iron, rather than 
vuoden, ships. A site marker at the southeast corner of Old Providence and Barneyviile Roads (1983, MHC 
•*'A4.) dociuaents tlie importance of the shipyai'd to the commiuiity. 

Jevelry manufacturing replaced shipbuilding as Barne'mlle's mainstay in the third quarter of the 19th 
century. Daniel R. Child, a carpenter in the Barney shipyard, vent to Providence to learn the leveiry 
business. Pieturning to Barne v'llle. Child opened a jevelry f actory, located first on the shipyard lot and 
later on Old Providence Road vest of Mason Barney's hoi.^e. The tvo-story vood-ff ame factory (no longer 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y fo rm at b o t t om 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

e:aant) produced collar buttons and cuff links, vhich reportedly -̂ I'-ere shipped to all parts of the country. 
Child had married Elizabeth Mason Bai'ney, granddaughter of Mason Barney, m 1854, and the couple 
eventually resided at the Mason Barney home. Child vas politically acti'/e, ser^nng eight years as a tovn 
selectman and one term as a Fiepresentative to the Massachtc;etts Legislatui'e. 

D. R. Child & Co. employed men and vomen from S-̂ '-ansea and adjoining to^.iis. Barne'rville's accessibility 
•s/ia the Providence Si Fall River Street Railvay accounted for a steady supply of emplo'rees. In 1894, the 
business sold to J. L. Fenimore and later transferred to Lorenzo P. Stuine'/ant. Sturte'rant, then ovner 
of the Mascn Barney House, vas responsible for the ca. 1900 remodeling of the btiilding. Sturtevant 
planted elaborate gardens south of the house vhich are no longer e::tant. Af ter more transfers, the 
jevelry manufacturing birmess "S'-as purchased m 1911 by E. F. Norton and J. A. ¥heeler and the name 
changed to the ITorth S v.'ansea Manufacttying Company. The factory employed 50 to 60 people m the 
manufacture of collar buttons, slee're links, tie clasps, and stick pins. Bi;sines3 continiKd to floi^'ish until 
the eai'ly i920s vhen the street railroad, vhich brought employees to the factory, vent out of business. 
The factory vas demolished at an unkno'^'n date. 

In addition to the industries that supported Bame'j^nlle throughout its history, farming and other 
agriculture-related pursuits vere practiced by Barney descendants on tlieir large land-holdings flanking 
the rrrer in the late 19th and early 20tli centuries. Algernon K. Barney, vho resided at the 1200-acre 
family homestead at 166 Old Providence Fload in the 189us, sold hay and produce to the City of Pro'hdence. 
He held the garbage contract for the cities of Providence and later Pa.wiucket, Nevport, Fall Eliver, and 
Nev Bedf ord. The refiase pro'̂ nded food for the tiiousands of hogs that Barney raised over the years. In 
1903, .John Barney built a f armhoî se on the opposite side of the r i ' ^ r at 60 Bameyville Road. Some 
portion of John Barney's 16-acre property is belie'/ed to have been cultn,=g.ted, though the products of the 
farm have not yet been determined. 

Although most of Bai'ne'.^/ille's extant buildings served or complemented residential uses, the Greek 
Re'T:;ol building at 77 Barnewllle Road (MHC *'A161) "as used as a chapel m the 19th and early 2nth 
centuries. Algernon Barney, vho obtained the building from the Free Vil l Baptist Church, deeded the 
structure to the Catholic church ca. 1903 for the benefit of the Portuguese immigrants vho vorked on his 
farm. This may be the same building vhere the mission church of St. Francis vas established in 1910-
1911 by a priest from tiie Fall River parish of St. Anne's. The building reverted to residential use at an 
undetermined date. Only one commercial building knovn to have been associated vith Barne™nlle 
survives, a i^rnacular Gotiiic Re-̂ .̂ val structure located roughly one-quarter mile east of tlie historic 
district at 5 Meson Street. This building, vhich served v;arious uses as a hotel, store, and post office, has 
been excluded from the historic district due to the amount of contemporary inf i l l construction betveen 
Mason Street and the Barney homestead (166 Old Providence Road) at the eastern edge of the district. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t t om 
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

The Barne'r '̂ille Historic District comprises the greatest concentration of intact resotrces historically 
associated '̂ -ith the development of the village at Earne'A'ille from ca. 1750 to ca. 1939. The district also 
includes a portion of the Palmer (Yerren) F:n r̂ vhere it is spanned by a bridge on Old Pro'.'ldence Road, 
as veil as portions of marshland on the river banks and open space on the south side of Old Pro"5hdence 
Road, nov tised as a golf course. Boundaries incorporate a line of convenience dravn appro::ifflately 200 
feet from the road on large properties vithm the district. The district is distinguished from areas of 
concentrated contemporary de'relopment and/or lesser architectui'al integrity to the east, southeast, and 
north Ti'est. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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FORM NO, 

112 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 181 Cedar Avenue 

Historic Kane "Bend of the Lane" 

Use: Present residence 

Original res i dence/f armstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1740 

Source Luther Family in America (1975) 

Style Georgian vemacular 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings bam (late 19th cent.) 

Major Alterations (with dates) Ĵ ear e l l 

(ca. 1850), south wing (late 1920s) 

Condition excellent 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315400 4623190 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River MA-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage approximately 4 acres 

Setting Located in the bend of Cedar 

Avenue, a secondary route between 

Svansea Center and Touisset. Rural 

residential area. 
rn 

Recorded by Doodson & Travers/K. Flynn/Broome 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/February 1985/NoveiTiber 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

"Bend of the Lane", 181 Cedar Avenue, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association. As a vemacular Georgian house routinely 
expanded during i t s continuous association with dairy farming in Swansea over two 
centuries, 181 Cedar Avenue meets Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A vemacular farmhouse, 181 Cedar Avenue is architecturally important in Swansea as an 
excellent example of the 18th-century farmstead that has been continually enlarged and adapted 
to meet the needs of i t s owners. The house was constructed in three stages from ca' 1740 
to the late 1920s/early 1930s. The main block (ca. 1740) is a 2^-story, double-pile, gabled 
structure oriented south; i t is unclear whether the original facade of the house was four or 
five bays in width. A later brick chimney pierces the southerly slope of the roof near the 
eastern end of the block. Double-hung windows contain 8/8 sash. On the north side is a 1^-
story gabled e l l (ca. 1850) with steeply pitched roof that rises to meet the ridge of the main 
block. Windows in the e l l contain 6/6 sash. The f i n a l addition is the south wing, formerly 
a three-bay half house, with gable roof, end-bay entry, and 12/12 window sash. The entrance 
in this wing, now the main entrance to the house, is undistinguished except for t r e l l i s panels 
(ca. 1930) to either side that simulate an enclosed porch. 

HISTDRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
This house has a continuous association with prominent farmers in Swansea. Harlow Luther 
is recorded as the builder of the house in 1740. Luther was a farmer and dairyman who located 
his house at the bend in Cedar Avenue, formerly known as Cedar Lane. Owners i n the 19th 
century include Victor Gardner of the widely known farming family that settled primarily on 
on Gardner's Neck, and Philander Wilbur, a prominent Swansea resident who continued the dairy 
business, raising cattle and selling milk. The bam was originally used for dairy operations, 
housing machinery for processing the milk. For a while in the mid-20th century the bam 
served as a g i f t shop. 

In i t s present massing and orientation the house illustrates changing functional and 
aesthetic preferences on the part of the farm's owners. Constructed as a typical 2^5-story 
gabled house with facade oriented south, the house was expanded with the addition of a 1^-story 
gabled rear e l l ca. 1850. With the introduction of mechanical heating, the southerly 
orientation of the house became less of a practical concern, and the late 19th-century 
construction of the bam reoriented the functional focus of the property to the east toward 
Cedar Avenue. In the late 1920s/early 1930s, the 1^-story gabled wing was grafted onto 
the house's former facade; whether the original facade was five bays or four bays, as seen at 
262 Cedar Avenue (MHC #113), has not been determined. The new wing, actually a half-house, 
had been moved from the old William Buffington homestead on the east side of lower Cedar 
Avenue. On that property, this detached half-house had been known as "the old house"; a 
mid 18th-century date is likely.. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
History of Swansea, 1917. (0.0. Wright) 
Bristol County records, Taunton, and Registry of Deeds, Fall River. 
Luther, Leslie. The Luther Family in America. 1976. 
Helen Pierce, Svansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. • 
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Architectural Siqnificance (cont'd) 

The property includes an intact shingled bam in good condition, one of the best preserved 
late 19th-century bams in Svansea. Situated north of the house immediately adjacent 
to the street, this 1^-story bam retains a square louvered cupola at the roof ridge and 
vert ical board sl iding doors opening out to Cedar Avenue. 

Stap le to Inventory form at bottom 
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80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, KA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

AREA FORM NO. 

120 

JAN 0 Z 1990 

Town 

Sketch Map: Draw sep showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached) 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address "̂03 Pearse Road 

Historic Name John Brown IV House 

Use: Present residence 

Original farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1752 

Source 

Style 

v i l l of John Brovn, 1752 

Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard  

Outbuildings garage (ca. 1950) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

entry portico, triple vindov, S bay (ca. 1932 

Condition excellent 

ITFM REFERENCE 19 314680 4521740 

L'SGS qUADRAfxGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreaae approximately 1.84 acres 

Setting Seaside location vith sveeping 

view of Cole's River. Surrounding 

residential construction primarily 

late 19th/early 20th century. 

Recorded by Goff/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/February 1985/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John Brown House, 703 Pearse Road, retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association and meets Criteria A and C on the local level. An excellent 
Georgian style house located i n the Touisset section of South Swansea, the structure is a 
well-preserved axample of the dispersed farmsteads that characterized settlement at Touisset 
and other shoreline areas in town prior to rapid summer resort development and 
suburbanization at the tum of the 20th century. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 2^5-story, 5-bay Georgian house with center-chimney, double-pile plan is an excellent 
example of i t s type in Swansea, representing the high-style structures b u i l t by the area's 
more prosperous families of the 18th century. Distinguishing features include a dentil 
comice, comerboards, molded heads on windows containing 12/12 sash, and two pedimented 
dormers containing 8/8 sash. The Colonial Revival style is displayed by the semi-enclosed 
entry portico, t r i p l e window above, and square bay window on the south side, a l l ca. 1932 
additions. 

HISTORICAL SIGTHFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

A fine example of the fashionable homes b u i l t by prosperous residents in Old Swansea, 
703 Pearse Road is situated along the Cole's River and roughly one-half mile from the 
eastern border of Warren, Rhode Island. Deed research has shown that the property belonged 
to John Brown IV (1575-1752), a member of the prominent Brown family of Plymouth Colony and 
Rhode Island. Brown was "a man of importance in public affairs and one of the leading -
men of the [Plymouth] Colony." [Wright, 200] I t is unclear whether Brown and his wife 
Abigail lived in this house or another Georgian house at 793 Pearse Road to the south. 
Both houses were owned by the family. The original farm of 56 acres extended west from 
the Cole River, with a dilapidated family cemetery at the western end of the property. 
The present house l o t of almost two acres consists of open lawns and woodlot. 

Maintaining a sweeping view of the Cole's River and Gardner's Neck beyond, the Brown House 
at Touisset presents a striking contrast to the other extant mid- to late 18th-century 
farmhouses on Gardner's Neck, which are modest single-story capes. Both areas were 
characterized by widespread farms u n t i l the second half of the 19th century, when construction 
of the Fall River & Providence Railroad spurred summer resort and later suburban developnent 
here. The Brown House today is surrounded by this later residential construction, and 
displays cosmetic alterations executed ca. 1932. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

-Deed Research: Will of John Brown (1675-1752) to his son Jeremiah (1710-1776), Book 13, 
p. 134, Probate Court of Taunton. Jeremiah l e f t no w i l l but his son Jarvis (1733-1809) 
describes the property i n his v i l l . Book 45, pp.95-97. On 1/13/1911 George P. Brown sold 
the homestead to Job L. Davis, Fall River Registry of (see continuation sheet) 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO-MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Couuiunity: 
SWANSEA, MA. 

Form No: 

Property Name: j^hn Brown IV House 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^ch is being continued below. 

Bibliography and/or References (continued) 

Deeds, Book 162, p. 543, who i n 10/7/1925 deeded i t to Robert L. Anthony, Book 348, p. 54, 
from whom the present owner Richard Bowen i n 1951 bought the property. 

- Wright, 0.0., History of Swansea, 1917, p. 200. 

- Maps 

- Mrs. Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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JAN 0 2 1990 

AREA FORM MO. 

113 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw acip showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 262 Cedar Avenue 

Historic Name Deacon John Buffington House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1790 

Source 

Style 

visual analysis 

Georgian vemacular 

Architect unknovn 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings misc. small sheds 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear e l l (prob. mid-19th cent.) 

Condition good 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 

Setting 

approximately one acre 

house oriented south in 

rural residential area 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315540 4523100 

USGS qUADRANGLEFall River MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by Gendron & Travers/K. Flynn/Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/February 1986/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Deacon John Buffington House, 262 Cedar Avenue, retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and meets Criterion C on the local 
level as one of the few intact examples of the three-quarter house extant in Swansea. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This gabled, 2^-story, three-quarter house has a four-bay facade with the entry and 
brick chimney located in the third bay. The vernacular Georgian dwelling displays l i t t l e 
architectural embellishment other than thin cornerboards and sli g h t l y articulated window 
heads on the f i r s t floor facade windows. The door surround is equally simple, consisting 
of plain boards. A secondary entrance is located on the west side of a two-story, 
gabled, rear e l l to the north. Six-over-six window sash and the rear e l l most lik e l y 
date to the mid-19th century. While 252 Cedar Avenue lacks distinguishing architectural 
detail, the dwelling is significant as one of the best preserved examples of the 2^-story, 
three-quarter house form in Swansea. 

•' • '• y; V ' r y 
" i • • • ' ' t y . ' • 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

John Buffington, earliest documented owner of the house, was deacon of the Christian 
Church (MHC #10), located north of Cedar Avenue on Maple Avenue at Swansea Center. 
His daughter married Elder William Miller, pastor of the same church, a popular man of 
local reputation. At least three generations of Millers are known to have occupied 
this house. Elder Miller and his descendants also engaged in farming and fishing, 
which comprised the mainstay of Swansea's economy in the 18th and 19th centuries. 
This house was one of at least two Buffington homesteads established between Cedar 
Avenue (formerly Cedar Lane) and the Cole's River in the 18th century. 

The Buffington family occupied an important place in the development of Svansea. Thomas 
Bovanton (later Buffington) emigrated from Wales ca. 1671, settling f i r s t in Salem and later 
in Svansea. Members of the family were associated with the establishment of the f i r s t 
Friends Meeting in Swansea in 1701. Numerous Buffington descendants b u i l t homes throughout 
Svansea, v i t h a significant cluster located east of Luther's Comer/Svansea Center in 
the Cedar Avenue v i c i n i t y . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Helen Pierce, Svansea Historical Society, interviev, 11/89. • 
Nev England Families, p.338, Svansea Public Library. 
Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall River, and Registry of Probate, Taunton. 
1849 map of Svansea, and 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County, Syansea Public Library. 
Fall River Herald Nevs, Wed. May 22, 1929. 
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Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

FORM NO. 

10 

Town 
Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWT̂'SEA 

Address G. A. R. Highvay (U. S. Rte. 5) 

Historic Name Church of Christ, Svansea 

[also: First Christian Congregational Church] 

Use: Present Religious services 

Original Religious services 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1833 

Source Church records/D. H. Hurd 

Style Greek Revival 

Arch i tect unknovn 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

enlargement/int. renovations (1873); 
1-story education ving, E side (1966) 

Condition aood 

LTH REFERENCE 19 314980 4624300 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

;CALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting heavily developed commercial 

area v i t h major t r a f f i c along G. A. R. 

highvay 

Recorded by H. Pierce/K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/March 1986/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

Church of Christ, Svansea (now the First Christian Congregational Church) retains integrity 
of location, design, materials, workmanship, and association and is significant on the 
local level. The church meets Criterion A for i t s assccations with the non-sectarian 
Christian church organized in the town in the late 17th century, and Criterion C as an 
important local example of Greek Revival architecture. The church also meets Criterion 
Consideration A as a religious property deriving i t s primary significance from architectural 
distinction and historical importance. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

The present church is the second on the site. The f i r s t meetinghouse, b u i l t in 1720 of 
oak and chestnut timbers, was unique in that i t was heated. [Hurd and Hutt] In 1815, 
the roof of this square meetinghouse was blown off, and replaced so that the former 
ends of the structure became the sides. Dedicated in 1833, the present 1^-story 
structure is of rectangular massing with a pedimented gable-front facade. Six paneled 
pilasters partition the facade into bays, the center bay containing a double-door 
entrance i n a round-arched surround. Long double windows flanking the entrance are 
topped with ogee-arched heads; another blind ogee fan omaments the pediment. Rising 
from the two-stage square tower is an octagonal cupola with louvered pointed-arch 
openings. Gabled one-story extensions to the rear (north side) of the building are 
likely the result of the 1873 remodeling which focused on the interior. An organ b u i l t in 
the church in 1858 by E. & G. Hook was restored in 1953 and repaired i n 1978. The 
empire pulpit was a g i f t from the Central Congregational Church, Fall River, in 1875. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The Church of Christ, Swansea was formally organized in 1693. Services held as early 
as 1680, however, may qualify the congregation as one of the oldest in New England. [Svansea 
Tercen.] The church is historically significant for i t s ecclesiastical independence, 
never having had a legal connection vi t h the town and therefore never supported by 
taxation. The church imposed no doctrinal tests as conditions of admission, and vas 
open to a l l Christians regardless of the specific tenets of their f a i t h . In 1725 the 
members decided to receive additional members only by the "laying on of hands." The church 
was bri e f l y associated v i t h the Six-Principle Baptist Church of Svansea from 1803 
to 1820 and thereafter operated independently. 

During the 18th and early 19th centuries, the pastors of the church vere a l l members 
of the Mason family, descendants of Samson ̂ !ason, vho came to America in the late 17th 
century. The Greek Revival building vas constructed during the pastorate of Richard 
Davis (Nov. 1830-May 1833), although the structure vas not ready for occupancy u n t i l the 
beginning of the ministry of his successor, James J. Thatcher. Rev. Thatcher, a 
vell-knovn Svansea minister, vent on to serve as pastor to the First Baptist Church in 
North Swansea in the 1840s. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES .. ; ..... _ 

Hurd, Duane H. History of Bristol County, Mass. Philadelphia, 1883. 
Hutt, Frank Walcott. A History of Bristol County, Mass. NY: Levis Hist. Publ. Co., 1924. 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Svansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Svansea, MA, 1967. 
Wright, Otis Olney. History of Svansea 1657-1917. Svansea, MA, 1917. 
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Town 
Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 412 Old Warren Road 

Historic Mane Beniamin Cole House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw oap showing property's location  
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate all buildings  
between inventoried property and nearest  
intersection(s).  
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1701 

Source 

Style 

Wright, Hist, of Svansea 

Georgian/Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard  

Outbuildings bam (ca. 1890), 

garage (ca. 1950), misc. small sheds 

Major Alterations (with dates) probable 

remodeling (18th cent.), rear e l l (ca. 1850) 

Condition excellent 

UTM REFERENCE 19 314350 4523320 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River MSL-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage approximately 4 acres 

Setting Rural residential setting west of  

Luther's Comer; house occupies a knoll  

in a clearing; road moderately travelled 

Recorded by R-M- Doodson/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/February 1986/November 1989 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) -

The Cole House, 412 Old Warren Road, meets Criterion A as an intact farmstead reflecting 
the early agricultural settlement of Old Swansea and Criterion C as a well-preserved 
example of an 18th-century Georgian/Federal vernacular farmhouse. Retaining integrity of 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Cole House is 
significant on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIG?<IFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

The oldest documented house in Swansea (1701), the Cole House is a 2^-story, gabled and 
clapboarded structure noted for i t s massive brick center chimney. This farmhouse, l i k e l y 
remodelled in the Federal period, has a symmetrical, five-bay, center-entry facade, a 
double-pile plan, and a 1^-story gabled rear e l l with a secondary entry on the north side. 
The center entry, b u i l t out with a hipped roof enclosare marked by wide comer pilasters, 
contains a vertical board door with iron strap hinges set in a plain surround. Cornerboards 
and s i l l boards finis h both main block and e l l . Other detailing included dripboards on 
windows of the main block, 2/2 sash on the facade, and 9/5 sash on the sides. Vas rear e l l , 
added ca. 1850, displays a square eave window over the entrance on the north side and 
a single double-hung vindov in the gable end of the vest side. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnwnity. 

The Coles of Swansea are descendants of James Cole of Plymouth, the f i r s t Cole to come to 
America. His grandson, Benjamin Cole (1678-1748), who was bom in Swansea, married in 1701 
and b u i l t this house. The house has a long association with agriculture in Swansea, owned 
f i r s t by the Coles and later by the Wilbur family, who operated the farm from the early 
19th century u n t i l well into the 20th century. Oriented east on a colonial road through 
Old Swansea connecting Luther's Comer/Swansea Center with the present Warren, Rhode Island, 
the Cole house is a fine example of the dispersed, self-sufficient farmsteads that 
characterized Swansea settlement in the 18th and early 19th centuries. Dairy farming was 
the farm's focus, supplemented by market gardening in the late 19th/early 20th centuries. 

Architecturally, the house is significant as the earliest extant house in Swansea. There are 
indications of remodeling later in the 18th century, including the treatment of the main 
doorway, as well as the double range of rooms arranged under a wide gable roof rather than 
in a lean-to format. The former is not commonly seen in center-chimney houses of 
southeastern Massachusetts u n t i l the 1730s and 1740s [MHC, 134]. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Bristol County records, Taunton, Mass. and Registry of Deeds, Fall River, Mass. 
Assessors records, Swansea Town Hall, and 1849 map of Swansea, Swansea Public Library. 
Cole Geneaology, E. B. Cole, 1535. 
Wright, 0. 0. History of Swansea, 1917. 
Mass. Hist. Comm. State Survey Team, Historic and Archaeological Resources of 

-SE Mass., 1982. ^̂ ^̂  



FORM A - AREA 

JAN 0 2 1990 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
A white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 

Area Letter Form numbers in this Arcc 

(see District Data Sheet) 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
Svansea 

Name of Area (if any) 

The Colony Historic District 

Present Use residential 

General Date or Period 

1896-ca. 1930 

General Condition aood 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space nere is not sufficient). 

Acreage 4.31 acres (approx.) 

Recorded by Preservation Plus/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date March 1988/November 1989 

(see attached map) 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

A 19 316610 4519690  
B 19 316330 4519530  
C 19 316390 4519770 

Fall River, MA-Ri 197]/:979 
• — 11' .11.1 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Colony, a cohesive waterfront cluster of late 19th and early 20th-century cottages, 
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association 
and is significant on the local level. The Colony meets Criterion A for i t s association 
with summer resort and later suburban development in the shoreline areas of Swansea, 
and Criterion C as a well-preserved grouping of Shingle and Colonial Revival style 
cottages. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

The Colony (Photo #1) covers a small area of approximately 4.31 acres at the southeastem 
t i p of Gardner's Neck in South Swansea. Passive and active use of adjacent water resources— 
Mt. Hope Bay to the south and Lee's River to the east—\vas a factor in the deve'.opment of the 
cottage cluster. The d i s t r i c t consists of seven cottages on parcels ranging from one-
third of an acre to one acre in size, at the end of Gardner's Neck Road and on both sides 
of Mattapoisett Avenue, a private road from Gardner's Neck Road to the shoreline. Two of 
the residences are noncontributing, one due to alterations and another due to i t s 
constmction date. Two parcels in the Colony remain vacant, as does the eastern edge of the 
development immediately on the water. 

Five contributing residences were b u i l t between 1895 and ca. 1930. The character of the 
d i s t r i c t is determined by the compatible designs of the cottages, the most notable feature 
being the broad gambrel roofs. Other common features include the single-family use and small 
scale. The d i s t r i c t ' s architectural significance lies in the distinctive characteristics 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

Arch. Siq. (cont'd): of the Shingle and Colonial Revival styles as they were popularized and 
adapted to seaside residential construction in the northeastern (see continuation sheet) 

Hist. Siq.: The Colony's historical significance lies in i t s association with resort and 
ensuing suburban development in Swansea at the tum of the20th century, a time when residents 
of neighboring industrialized cities such as Fall River sought altematives to urban l i v i n g . 
Early owners of these homes were mostly Fall River businessmen. 

The land upon vhich the Colony was b u i l t was known in the lata 17th century as Mattapoisett. 
Purchased from King Philip of the Wampanoags by the Brentons of Newport, the te r r i t o r y was 
conveyed in 1593 to Samuel Gardner and Ralph Chapman. The Gardner family farmed much of the 
southem portion of the territory—now known as Gardner's Neck in South Swansea—until 
construction of the Fall River & Providence Railroad across the Neck in 1855. With the 
railroad accessibility came subdivision of farms for the construction of summer homes in 
the last quarter of the 19th century. Greater accessibility generated by later transportation 
improvements such as the streetcar and the automobile contributed to steady suburbanization 
of the Neck beginning in the early 20th century. 

In 1883 David Anthony, a founder of the Swift Meat Packing Company of Fall River, purchased 
Bay Point, or the southem t i p of Gardner's Neck along Mt. Hope Bay. He operated a farm on 

31BLI0GRAPHY and/or REFERENCES i 
McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. Alfred A. Knopf, 1984. , ' 
Scully, Vincent J., Jr. The Shingle Style. Yale University Press, 1955. 
Wright, Otis Olney. History of Swansea, Mass. 1917. 
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IN\^NTORY FORM CO.N'TINUATION SHEET 

HASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COvMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: 

SWANSEA, MA. 

Form No: 

Property Name: THE COLONY 

Indicate each item on Lnventory form v^iidi is being contLnued below. 

Architectural Significance (continued) 

states. This i s an intact complex of residences and is unique i n Swansea. The houses are 
evocative of the simplified and informal l i f e at the shore, at that time, a newly evaluated 
condition of American l i v i n g . 

Although the character and the significance of this d i s t r i c t i s i n the s i m i l a r i t i e s of the 
cottages, there are a few variations w i t h i n the gambrel roof theme. B u i l t i n 1896, No. 28 
Mattapoisetts Avenue (F-148) was the f i r s t residence of the Colony. I t i s a two-story, 
three-bay structure which i s distinguished by i t s gambrel roof with dormers, a wrapped 
porch with plain columns, an of f s e t single chimney, and the unifying wood shingle 
exterior. Neighboring No. 15 Mattapoisett Avenue (F-147) was b u i l t i n 1898. This i s 
also a two-story gambrel, however, with four-bays and .a three-sided porch, part of which 
is t y p i c a l l y enclosed. There i s a t r i p l e shed dormer with two over two l i g h t s , echoing 
the other windows. This cottage was designed and b u i l t by i t s owner, A.T. Marvel from 
F a l l River. Nos. 28 and 15 Mattapoisett .Avenue are two of the most preserved cottages 
of The Colony as they are s t i l l summer residences. 

The t h i r d cottage b u i l t i n The Colony in 1905 was No. 1536 Gardner Neck Road (F-152) and 
retains a l l the regular features such as two-story, gambrel roof, open and enclosed porch 
and shed dormers. However, i t has a center gable under which i s an enclosed porch that 
is d i r e c t l y over the front porch. 

B u i l t i n 1920, No. 1562 Gardner Neck Road i s the southernmost cottage d i r e c t l y on Mt. 
Hope Bay. Visually cut off from the other cottages of The Colony with dense landscaping, 
this residence has departed from the design of the t y p i c a l Colony cottage, having undergone 
extensive rebuilding due to the 1938 and 1954 hurricanes. 

Another cottage of the 1920s i s No. 35 Mattapoisett Avenue. The o r i g i n a l was larger but 
now retains the large garden to the east of the cottage as well as a s i x - s t a l l garage/ 
stable of o r i g i n a l f a b r i c . The residence i s a modest structure not unlike the others 
in size and setting, however, i t i s a Dutch Colonial that diverges from the characteristic 
Colony house i n that i t has no porch and i s not shingled. 

A vemacular Colonial Revival cape at 45 Mattapoisett Avenue is also compatible v i t h the 
earlier houses in size, scale, and materials but features a broad, low-pitched gable roof 
rather than the gambrel roof of the other cottages. The house at 1550 Gardner's Neck Road 
is a contemporary' cottage b u i l t ca. 1950. 

Staple t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOfJSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: Form No: 

SWANSWA see DDS 

Property Name:The Colony H. D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Historical Siqnificance (continued) 

the western end of the property u n t i l 1895, when he built a large Queen Anne house, 
nov 98 Bay Point Avenue (1895, MHC #F149). Anthony's house is one of the earliest 
summer homes on Gardner's Neck. In 1895 Anthony sold "four acres across from his 
farmhouse", the present Colony property, to Robert A. Wilcox and Eric Borden. The 
parcel vas divided into eleven lots v i t h a private road (Mattapoisett Avenue) extending 
from Gardner's Neck Road to the river. Unique to this development vas the fact that 
the ovners vere deeded certain rights in conmon: use of the pri\'ate road, right-of-vay 
to the beach and boat landing area, and use of the v e i l vater then dravn from tvo of the 
lots. 

According to plot plans, seven families purchased lots in the development for the 
construction of summer homes betveen 1895 and 1902. At least tvo of the original houses, the 
vernacular Shingle Style cottages closest to the Lee's River, are extant. One cottage 
belonging to Abner P. Davol, ovner of a Fall River m i l l , is 28 Mattapoisett Avenue (1895, 
MHC #F143). This residence vas b u i l t by J.M. Darling of Fall River, and may have.been 
designed by Edward Miarvel, a local architect then active in the development of the Neck. 
The second cottage, 15 Mattapoisett Avenue (1898, MHC #F147), vas ovned by Annie P. Marvel 
and designed by Edvard Marvel. Shingle Style houses, though comparatively rare in the 
immediate region, vere typically associated v i t h this type of coastal resort development 
in the 1880s and 1690s. [MHC, 147] 

The district's remaining houses reflect the steady suburbanization of Gardner's Neck in the 
early decades of the 20th century. The gambrel-roofed Colonial Revival at 1535 Gardner's 
Neck Road (ca. 1905, MHC #F152), is typical of local suburban construction of i t s period 
in Svansea. Later but visually compatible houses include the Dutch Colonial Revival 
H. M. Prescot House (ca. 1920, MHC #F165), b u i l t on the site of an earlier house of 
ca. 1902, and the vemacular Colonial Revival cape at 45 Mattapoisett Avenue (ca. 1930). 
I t is unclear vhether this cape, an altered Colonial Revival anchoring the southem end of 
the development at 1552 Gardner's Neck Road (ca. 1920, MHC #F164), and the contemporary 
house at 1550 Gardner's ,.eck Road (ca. 1950), vere b u i l t on sites of earlier summer 
cottages in the Colony. Severe hurricanes in 1938 and 1954 account for the extensive 
rebuilding of ̂ 1̂552 and possibly the nev construction at #1550, as these tvo lots have 
direct vater frontage. Nonetheless, the lots and cottages at this southeastem t i p 
of Gardner's Neck retain their identity as the Colony seaside community of South Svansea. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

The Colony Historic D i s t r i c t consists of a l l lots comprising the 1895 siibdivision knovn 
as the Colony. Although tvo of the original lots support contemporary or noncontributing 
buildings, the development maintains i t s identity as a single unit. See attached assessor's 
map for boundaries. 

S t a p l e t o InventoTv form at bottom 
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Deeds - B r i s t o l County Registry of Deeds, Fall River, MA.: 
- D.M. Anthony to Robert A. Wilcox and Eric Borden - 1896, Book 31, p. 287. 
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MASSACHDSETIS HISTORICAL COMMISSICW 
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JAN^ 2 1990 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geografiiical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection (s). 
Indicate north 

(See attached map) 

Um REFERENCE 19 311390 4525630 

USGS QOADRANGLE East Providence,RI-MA 1971-79 

SCALE 1:24000 

Go 
AREA FORM NO. 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address Baptist Street 

Historic Name F i r s t Baptist Church and 

SocietN'/First Baptist Cemetery 

Use: Present 
Church services and 
a c t i v i t i e s 

Original Church services 

DESCRIPTION 
1731 (cemetery);  

Date 184^1849 (^hurrh) 

Source 

Style 

Thatcher, Hist. Sketcn  
300th Anniversary Yearbook 

Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall FabricWooden clapboard 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Addition - educational wing 1963 

OCMidition good (church); 

f a i r (cemetery) 

Moved No Date 

Acreage approximately one acre ( t o t a l ) .  

Setting Now at the apex of a busy i n t e r ­ 

section, t h i s church is not easilv noticed 

because of i t s poor access on a now access 
street. Located i n front across the street 
i s the o r i g i n a l cemeterv. 

Recorded by K. Valente/V. Frost 

R. Pierce '78/ K. Broomer 
O r g a n i z a t i o n c;,.TangPP P - i c t n r T r a l r.nTmr^i c^e-ipTi 

\VT±1 1986 / October 1989 
Date 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The F i r s t Baptist Church possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship and 
feeling. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t under c r i t e r i o n A i n i t s association with the F i r s t Baptist Church 
in Massachusetts (1664) and the fourth i n America. I t represents an i n t a c t example of a Greek 
Revival church evocative of the size and means of a r u r a l congregation i n the mid-19th century, 
therefore meeting c r i t e r i o n C. The property also meets C r i t e r i a Considerations A and D, by 
v i r t u e of the church, an a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e r e l i g i o u s property i n Swansea, and the 
cemetery, the only extant evidence of the Baptist Church's relocation to present-day Swansea 
in the early 18th century. 

ARCEITECraRAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. . 

Tlie F i r s t Baptist Church of Swansea, Massachusetts i s a rectangular, 3 x 2 bay Greek Revival 
frame structure measuring 36'6" x 44'6". One t a l l story i n height on a f u l l basement, the 
structure has a gable roof terminating at the northeast end i n a f u l l pediment. The roof, now 
covered with modern asphalt shingles, i s surmounted by a square b e l l tower with low hipped roof 
centered above the entrance. A large, two-story educational wing has been added to the rear 
section of the southeast side wall (1968) sensitively designed so as not to intrude. 

The square b e l l tower has a f u l l cornice at a l l four sides, consisting of a cyma-recta crown 
mold on a quirked ovolo over a f l a t fascia. The upper part of the wall surfaces i s enriched 
with a f l a t architrave panel that rests on the paneled corner pilasters with oversized p l i n t h 
blocks. Each wall has a battered (trapezoid) louvered opening, framed with an ancon architrave 
with molded cap and lug s i l l . The walls are sheathed with clapboard, 4" exposure. The b e l l 
tower rests on a low, square base, now covered with l a t e r horizontal sheathing. 
HISTCXllCRL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This simple New England Church building was dedicated i n 1849. However, i t houses the F i r s t 
Baptist Church i n Massachusetts and the fourth i n America, founded i n 1664 by the Reverend John 
Myles exiled from Swansea Wales. To him and others i n 1667, the Court at Plymouth granted a l l 
the land between the Providence and Taunton Rivers from Rehoboth and Taunton south to Narraganset: 
Bay to form a new town which they called Swansea. The s i t e of the f i r s t Church building was i n 
the present town of Barrington, R.I. After i t s destruction i n King P h i l l i p ' s War, another was 
b u i l t and moved to North Swansea i n 1700. This was replaced by another i n 1717, said to be the 
oldest Baptist House i n America and used u n t i l the present one was constructed. 

BAptist churches had been kept out of every New England colony except Rhode Island. An attempt 
was made and defeated to form one i n 1639 i n Weymouth. The history of t h i s church relates to 
the religious and secular interests of Massachusetts and Rhode Island for more than two and a 
half centuries. I t i s connected to the important l i b e r a l and free thinking i n the colonies. 
Several of the present contiguous towns, including Warren and Barrington i n Rhode Island and 
Somerset i n Massachusetts formed a part of Swansea. John Myles and Captain Thomas W i l l e t , 
who later became the f i r s t English mayor of New York on itscessationfrom the Dutch, were among 
the most active i n the organization. 

This particular religious group was the reorganization of an exiled church driven from Swansea, 
Wales where John Myles began his ministry i n 1645. "The Act of Uniformity", which was meant to 

BIBLIOa^APBY and/or REFERENCES -

Fa l l River Registry of Deeds, Book 359, pp. 458-459. 
Wright, 0.0., History of Swansea 1667-1917, Swansea, MA, 1917, pp. 101-107. 
Architectural Significance prepared by Russel Wright of Warren, R.I. i n or around 1985. 
Thatcher, Rev. J. J. H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of the F i r s t Baptist Church, Svansea, 1663-1863. 

Fa l l River: Wta. S. Robertson, 1863. 
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Form No: 
7 

Property Name:̂ . „ . ^ , . 
^ ' F i r s t Baptist Church ari 

Socie ty 
Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 
Architectural Significance (continued) 

The main roof has a f u l l entablature consisting of a cornice of a quirked ovolo crown mold 
on f l a t f r i e ze with a Grecian echinus bed mold, over a wide architrave with f l a t f i l l e t at 
the upper edge and a quirked ovolo separating the panel into two horizontal fascias. The 
cornice section of the entablature, but not the architrave returns across the northeast 
end wall to create the f u l l pediment. The raking cornice at both end walls consists of a 
Grecian echinus crown on a quirked ovolo and f l a t f r i e z e , with a second echinus repeated 
as the bed mold, resting on a f i l l e t and f l a t f r i e z e panel. The exterior corners of the 
structure are defined by f u l l height pilasters (two recessed panels at each face) with 
deeply undercut quirked ovolo capitals and t r i p l e fascia necking. The entire structure i s 
surrounded with a f l a t s i l l board. 

The pedimented northeast end wall i s separated into three bays by the addition of two 
pilaster s t r i p s , with paired 12/12 double hung sash flanking the central entrance. The 
windows have a continuous molded cap, echinus ovolo, f l a t casings and lug s i l l s . The 
double entrance door i s l a t e r , but the solid transom may be o r i g i n a l , with paired recessed 
panels trimmed with flattened ogee st i c k i n g . The doors are surrounded by the same casings 
and cap used at the paired windows, and are served by a short run of l a t e r flagstone steps, 
with l a t e r wrought i r o n r a i l i n g s . The pedimented gable i s b l i n d . A l l of the exterior walls 
are sheathed with clapboards, 4" exposure. 

The southwest and northwest side elevations repeat the paired window u n i t s , with two at 
each wa l l . The rear end wall has a 6/6 double hung window i n the gable area (which is not 
pedimented). The window i s p a r t i a l l y obscurred by a l a t e r b r i c k exterior chimney. The 
remainder of this wall i s b l i n d . 

The entire structure s i t s on a high brick foundation, stuccoed and scored to simulate ashlar. 
Tne southeast wall has three 6/6 double hung windows, the rear wall two, while the northwest 
basement wall has two three l i g h t t i l t i n g casements. 

The i n t e r i o r of the auditorium plan church has ^ f u l l width vestibule opening d i r e c t l y to 
the exterior, with three doors ser\^ing the nave and chancel. A f u l l width choir l o f t over 
the vestibule i s supported by the cross p a r t i t i o n that separates the two areas of the f i r s t 
floor — t h i s wall and the choir l o f t may not be o r i g i n a l , and appear to be of l a t e 19th 
century construction. 

The vestibule has plastered walls and c e i l i n g , with the c e i l i n g p a r t i a l l y obscurring the 
solid transom with i t s ogee trimmed panels. The l a t e r doors are cased with ogee on echinus 
architraves, the architrave details repeated on the side walls (to the choir l o f t i n the 
southeast w a l l , to a closet i n the northwest wall) and at the three communicating doors i n 
the cross p a r t i t i o n leading to the nave. A l l i n t e r i o r doors are of a four v e r t i c a l recessed 
panel design with ogee on echinus s t i c k i n g , and are hung on two part i r o n butts, with brown 
porcelain knob mortise locks. The paired winc^^'s flanking the entrance are cased with f l a t 
architraves, and a molded cap v i s i b l e i n the choir l o f t . A wood base mold has an ogee on 
echinus cap. The f l o o r i s v i n y l asbestos t i l e (1956) . 

The nave i s the epitome of restrained Greek Revival church design, with a plaster c e i l i n g 
divided i n t o four f u l l width coffered recessed panels. The bays are defined by deep plaster 
cornices consisting of a cavetto crown molding on a f l a t fascia. This cornice i s repeated 
at the f u l l entablature that surrounds the i n t e r i o r of the one-room plan church, supplemented 
by a f r i e z e of a cyma-reversa on bead crown and an undercut fascia, and a wide architrave 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form vA.ich is being continued below. 
Architectural Significance (continued) 

consisting of an echinus on echinus bed mold to the frieze over a f l a t f i l l e t , and a quirked 
ogee on bead horizontal band that divides the architrave i n t o two parts, the lower section a 
stepped fascia. The i n t e r i o r corners of the church are provided with plat p i l a s t e r s t r i p s , 
with the entablature at the c e i l i n g swelling to serve as capitals. The rear wall of the 
sanctuary or chancel has two additional p i l a s t e r s , dividing i t into three bays. The 
secondary pilasters have round headed recessed v e r t i c a l panels and capitals that terminate 
at the lower edge of the c e i l i n g entablature consisting of a f i l l e t over a quirked cyma-recta 
with bead and a f l a t fascia. The necking at these two pi l a s t e r s has an undercut Grecian 
echinus over a smaller echinus and a f l a t fascia. The entire rear w a l l of the chancel has 
a 30" t a l l wood wainscot, with torus cap. 

Doors i n the cross p a r t i t i o n supporting the leading edge of the choir l o f t are cased with the 
same architrave as used at the vestibule side, but the inner edges are finished with a bead. 
The paired windows have ogee on bead caps and f l a t casings. The walls are plaster on l a t h , 
the f l o o r random width pine, painted. 

There are two banks of eight rows each of bos pews i n the nave, served by side and center 
aisles. The banks are divided by a p a r t i t i o n , creating a t o t a l of 32 individual pews, which 
are probably o r i g i n a l . The chancel or sanctuary has a raised central platform (e a r l i e r 
used for the organ) with a paneled low wall at the front edge, flanked by two lower platforms 
for the choir. The entire area i s set o f f from the nave with l a t e r (1956) r a i l s with turned 
newels and balusters. 

The outer face of the wall of the choir l o f t i s divided i n t o f i v e horizontal panels, with 
goee and fascia moldings, and i s capped with a Grecian echinus r a i l . The i n t e r i o r of the 
l o f t i t s e l f i s undecorated except for the c e i l i n g entablauture and the upper sections of the 
corner p i l a s t e r s . There i s a trap door i n the ce i l i n g of the l o f t area serving the b e l l 
tower. The b e l l , inscribed, G. H. Holbrook, Medway, Mass., 1837, was donated to the church 
in A p r i l , 1896. Access to the choir l o f t i s provided by a ten r i s e r turning s t a i r i n the 
northeast corner of the vestibule. The s k i r t i s a simple beaded panel. A similar s t a i r to 
the c e l l a r chases this s t a i r at the f i r s t f l o o r . The c e l l a r has been refinished (mid 20th 
century) to serve as a meeting room. There i s nothing of arch i t e c t u r a l value. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Historical Significance (cont'd) 

conform religions to the Church of England, vas passed in 1652 and John Myles was ejected 
fran his post. The f i r s t documentation of him in this country vas in 1663 vhen the 
"First Baptist Church in Svansea" vas organized. I t vas constituted at Rehoboth, 
Bristol County, in the house of John Buttervorth and the constituent members vere John 
Myles, Pastor, James Brovn, Nicholas Tanner, Joseph Carpenter, John Buttervorth, Eldad 
Kingsley, and Benjamin Alby. This group vas advised to desist so that they vould not 
prejudice any other church. After this order Mr. Myles and his church relocated to 
Nev Meadov Neck south of Rehoboth, nov Barrington, Rhode Island. They appear to have 
erected a house for vorship soon after their removal beyond the bounds of Rehoboth. 
This house appears to have been located about 2^ miles vest of the present church. 
In 1657 the Plymouth Court, being more tolerant than the Mass. Colony, granted to this 
church a grant of the tovn to be called Svansea. 

The interests and size of the congregation fluctuated through the 18th and early 
19th centuries. Worship continued in the 1717 meetinghouse in North Svansea, a 
stmcture of oak timbers, 41^' by 33' vide, vhich remained unplastered v i t h beams 
exposed on the interior u n t i l a remodelling in 1802. This meetinghouse included 
three galleries. The present structure vas b u i l t under the direction of the 
Rev. J. J. Thatcher, pastor of the church from 1846 to 1854. There vere 25 members 
of the church at the end of Thatcher's pastorate, increasing to 87 members by 1853. 

The old Baptist Cemetery (MHC #833), also included in the nomination, is 
defined by a rubblestone v a i l and contains approximately 37 stones from the period 
betveen 1731 and 1819. The setting of both church and cemetery has been threatened 
in recent years by development oriented tovard the intersection of Routes 5 and 135 
to the southeast. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Town 
Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 1129 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Name Francis L. Gardner 

Residence Use: Present 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1903 

Source 

Style 

Assessors' Records 

Colonial Revival 

Architect Edward I . Marvell 

Exterior Wall Fabric Stained shingles 

Outbuildings 3-car garage v i t h back workshop 

Major Alterations (with dates) Railing about 

upper deck removed c. 1950.(at rear) 

Condition 

i n t a c t , 

Excellent with o r i g i n a l fabric 

Moved Ji£L Date 

Acreage nne arre or le.qs 

S e t t i n g qit-narpr' nn nppr f l a f l o t , 

t h i s substantial house i s well sited i n a 

prominent neighborhood, 

DIM REFERENCE 19 315780 4520900 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fa l l River. MArR.I. 1967-79 

SCALE 1 --̂s nnn 

Recorded by Kay Flynn/Ruth Waring, May 1978 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date Janvarv 1986 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Francis L. Gardner House, 1129 Gardner's Neck Road, possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, 
design, se t t i n g , materials, workmanship and f e e l i n g . I t meets c r i t e r i o n A i n i t s association 
with community development from market gardens to suburbia, and Crit e r i o n C as a veil-preserved 
architect-designed Colonial Revival house i n early 20th-century Svansea. The house i s 
sig n i f i c a n t on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIOJIFICANCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 
This substantial, though not elaborate, Colonial Revival house b u i l t i n 1903 was designed by 
a prominent F a l l River architect, Edward I . Marvell. The characteristic features of this 2-1/2-
story, 3-bay Colonial Revival are i t s hipped roof with f u l l - w i d t h , one-story porch, square plan, 
two brick chimneys with Tudor Revival design, paned windows i n the hipped dormers, 
2-story side bay window, and decorative tracery above some of the one-over-one l i g h t windows. 

The i n t e r i o r has the o r i g i n a l oak panelling; oak staircase with carved newel post; oak 
fireplace with I t a l i a n marble t i l e s . There are leaded glass panels by and over the front 
door. . • , , 

I . I. •" , .. ... , : ... . . 

The exterior of the house i s unchanged except for the removal of the r a i l i n g on the 
upper deck of the house. I t has been care f u l l y maintained by i t s present owner and stands 
as an excellent example of Colonial Revival architecture. 

HISTORICAL SIOJIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developmaat of the community. 

This house was b u i l t on the s i t e of a large old farmhouse, the home of Leland Gardner, a 
descendant of the o r i g i n a l purchaser of Gardner's Neck. Leland Gardner conducted extensive 
market gardening on the large farm. The greenhouses used f o r the propagation of the plants 
contain f i f t y thousand square feet of glass. The produce was mainly celery, tomatoes, and 
cucumbers. Much of i t was shipped each evening on the famous F a l l River Line boats to New 
York City where i t was served i n the best hotels. Mr. Gardner's sons Francis and Chester, 
continued t h i s t h r i v i n g business u n t i l about 1925 after which much of the property was sold for 
home si t e s . The greenhouses have been demolished. 

Francis L. Gardner, son of Leland Gardner, had t h i s house designed and b u i l t i n 1903. I t i s 
typic a l of the more substantial type of development that was being b u i l t i n the affluent areas 
i n Swansea. The town was evolving from an a g r i c u l t u r a l to suburban town. F.L. Gardner 
was a town selectman for many years. 

Market gardening occurred i n scattered locations i n Swansea during the f i r s t decade of 
the 20th century. In addition to F. L. Gardner & Co., other market gardeners vere established 
at Hortonville and Touisset. The Gardner family business appears to have been the only 
one of i t s kind operating on the Neck at a time vhen : area suburban development vas 
flourishi n g . 

BIBLIOGRAEHY and/or REFERENCES -. , 3 A 
Assessors' records, Swansea, MA. 
The Stage Coach, 1976. -
Town Reports. 
Helen Pierce Interview, 2/88. v- ' .' 
1908 Somerset directory (includes Swansea). -^yj^ 0 -5 jDdO 
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Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 1205 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Kaire Joseph Gardner House 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1795 

Source v i i i of Peleg Gardner (1789) et al. 

Style Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric vood clapboard 

Outbuildings 2-stall vood bam 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Facade extended 17' to south (ca. 1877) 

Condition aood 

Moved no Date 

Acreaoe 1.25 acres 

Setting primarily late 19th-century  

and 20th-century suburban houses  

surrounding; trees at property line 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315640 4620550 

USSS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by R. Waring/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date April 1978/January 1985/October 1989 

A3^i} : r -^^^A^-



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Joseph Gardner House, 1205 Gardner's Neck Road, retains integrity of location, 
desion, materials, vorkmanship, and association. The house meets Criterion A 
for i t s association with the 18th-century settlement of Gardner's Neck in South 
Svansea, and Criterion C as an intact cape v i t h expansions associated v i t h 
i t s late 19th-century use as a summer home. The house is significant on the 
local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A 1^-story, five-bay, center-entry cape v i t h central brick chimney, the original 
Gardner House at 1205 Gardner's Neck Road is typical of 18th-century 
farmhouse construction in Svansea. The original chimney has three fireplaces 
on the ground floor and one in the upstairs north room. Certain features date 
to a ca. 1877 remodeling, at vhich time the house was expanded to accommodate 
a second family. A 17', 3-bay, double-pile addition was made to the south end 
of the facade, providing a secondary front door, a one-story porch with 
columns spanning the south side of the house, and a side door on the south elevation. 
The 6/5 window sash and round-arched glazing in the original front entry also 
l i k e l y date to the later period. The house illustrates the adaptation of 
the 18th-century farmhouses on Gardner's Neck to serve late 19th-century summer 
home uses. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

John and Joseph Gardner, brothers, were the sons of Col. Peleg Gardner (1719-1789), 
whose father, Samuel, with Ralph Chapman, bought Gardner's Neck from the Brentons 
of Nevport in 1593. King Philip of the Wampanoags had sold this portion of the 
Indian territory to the Brentons. 

Col. Gardner in his v i l l l e f t adjoining 35-acre parcels of farmland to his sons 
John and Joseph. The latte r purchased his brother's parcel, on vhich the present 
house stands, vhen John moved to Somerset. John married Betsey Slade of Somerset, 
and Joseph married her sister, Hannah. This house is one of the few survivals of 
the Gardner family settlement of the Neck in the 18th century. 

The Gardners maintained the property as a farm u n t i l 1854. In 1874, the house and 
50 acres vere acquired by Andrev J. Borden and his business partner, William Almy, 
both of Fall River. Mr. and Mrs. Borden and their daughters, Lizzie and Emma, used 
the house as a stmimer residence for a number of years. The house was enlarged v i t h 
a 17-foot south addition v i t h porch and secondary front door to accommodate the Almy 
family. The house served as a summer home for several families u n t i l the 
Hudner family made i t a year-round residence in 1945. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Wil l , Col. Peleg Gardner (1789), Taunton Probate Court. 
Gardner, Borden and Almy, and Hudner deeds, Bristol Comty Registry of Deeds, Fall Riv 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Svansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Svansea, MA, 1967. 
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-FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STl̂ EET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

JAN 0 I 1990 

Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 

110 

Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

90 Milford Road 

Historic Kame Preserved Gardner House 

Photo (3"x3- or 3'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached) 

Tovn of Svansea—Memorial Park  
Use: Present & veterans Benefits Dept. 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1820 

farmstead 

Source 

Style 

visual analvsis 

Federal 

Arch i tect unknovn 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings bam (ca. 1890) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear and side e l l , porches (late 19th cent. 

Condition aood 

irm REFERENCE 19 317120 4624250 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE Scxnerset, MA 1987 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date — 
approximately 2 acres (nominated;; 

Acreage tot a l property 29^ acres 

Setting On a main road with moderate 

setback. Later vood post fence (ca. 1970) 

at street edge of property. Scattered 

residential development surrounding. 

Recorded by K. Flynn/K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date Mav 1988/November 1989 



J 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Preserved Gardner House, 90 Milford Road, retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, vorkmanship, and association and meets Criteria A and C on the local 
level. A typical example of an early 19th-century farmhouse that evolved over the years 
into a summer home, 90 Milford Road is also significant for i t s association v i t h the locally 
prominent Gardner family of Svansea. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

Typical of the dispersed Svansea farmstead in i t s setting, 90 Milford Road is a 
2^-story gabled house with 5-bay, center-entry facade and double-pile plan v i t h double 
interior chimneys. The recessed entry is flanked by three-quarter sidelights and pilasters 
v i t h Greek key motifs carrying a plain entablature. Other period details include fluted 
comerboards and some 12/12 sash in 2nd-3tory vindovs. Late 19th-century additions, 
vhich are li k e l y attributed to a change in ovnership at that time, include the wrap porch 
with Doric columns and roofline balustrade, corresponding one-bay entry porch on the 
east elevation, two-story rear e l l and one-story east e l l , and 2/2 sash i n f i r s t floor 
vindovs. i; 

Immediately east of the house is a l^-story gabled bam (ca. 1890) v i t h shingled i n f i l l 
in the gable end and vertical board siding belov. Approximately 50 yards vest of the house 
on the same l o t , tennis and basketball courts and other public recreational f a c i l i t i e s have 

HISTORICAL SK^IFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Arch. Siq. (cont'd): been constructed in recent decades. The house and bam constitute the 
extent of the nominated property. 

This house vas b u i l t by Preserved Gardner, one of the five sons of Peleg Gardner, descendant 
of the purchaser of Gardner's Neck. Ira Gardner, son of Preserved, inherited the farm vhich 
extended from Milford Rd. south to the Cole's River. He sold to the tovn the large tract 
east of the house knovn as Mount Hope Cemetery. Later the farm was purchased by Thomas D. Cove 
of Fall River vho operated i t as a gentleman's farm and made the house his summer home. 
After World War I I the town purchased the property to be used by the town as VeteransMem. Park. 
This house reflects the increasing financial successes experienced by the Gardners after the 
family's modest 18th-century beginnings i n single-story capes farther south on Gardner's Neck. 
The house also illustrates an established pattern of building usage in Swansea, vhereby 

, the early farmhouses vere given over to use as summer homes dturing the local boom in seasonal 
residential development in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Prior to the late 19th-century construction of the streetcar line along the present path 
of U. S. Route 5, Milford Road vas part of a primary interior route from Svansea to Warren, 
Rhode Island connecting Svasey's Comer east of this house to Luther's Comer to the southvest. 
The present intersection of Milford Road and Oak Street (Route 118) near Route 6 west of the 
Gardner House vas knovn as Gardner's Crossing. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES • 
„, i '•'-•7 •u' - V. * ••• 

Svansea Tovn Records. 
Wright. History of Svansea. 1917. 
1895 atlas of Bristol County. • ̂  
Mrs. Helen Pierce, interview, 11/89. 
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FORJf-B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1990 

Town 

AREA 

F 

FORM NO. 

141 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 1035 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Kame Samuel Gardner House 

Photo (3'x3" or 3»x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to le f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw OEip showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Preseni Residence 

Original Farmhouse, residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1758 

Source Bristol County Registry of Deeds 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

1-storv north wing (early 19th centur̂ '-?) 

Condition aood 

UTM REFERENCE 19 316820 4621140 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE Rive-̂ / >IA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Located behind a property sited  

on Gardner's Neck Road off a private drive.  

Original farmstead on Neck nov surrounded 

bv nev (most 20th-cent.) homes. 

Recorded by L. Fayan Jr./K. Flynn/K. Brocmer  

Organization Swansea Historical Commission  

Date May 1978/January 1985/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Samuel Gardner House, 1035 Gardner's Neck Road, is significant as a v e i l -
preserved late 18th-century cape associated v i t h the early settlement of 
Gardner's Neck in South Siransea. The house retains integrity of location, 
design, materials, vorkmanship, and association and meets Criteria A and C on 
the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. •» •• 

This l^-story cape with gambrel roof, central brick chimney, and double-pile 
plan is a good example of typical 18th-century farmiiouse construction in 
Swansea. The heavy gabled hoods of the three facade dormers and the one-story 
north wing are 19th-century additions; these and the 5/6 sash i l l u s t r a t e the 
repairs and upgrading the farmhouse sustained with continual use. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This section of Swansea, or Mattapoiset, was wilderness when Samuel Gardner 
of Newport (and later Freetown) and his partner Ralph Chapman bought the land 
for L1700 from the Rev. Ebenezer Brenton in 1593. Rev. Brenton was the son 

• : .; of the f i r s t English land-owner who had purchased Mattapoiset from the Indians 
in 1554. Gardner and Chapnan divided the land betveen them, v i t h Gardner 

• settling the southem half of the neck located betveen the Cole and Lee's Rivers. 

Gardner deeded parts of his farm to his sons vhen they came of age. Samuel 
Gardner (the son) received the northerly portion of his father's farm'and 
bu i l t this house after marrying Elizabeth Anthony in 1757. The couple had 
13 children. The younger Samuel vas later knovn as "Upper Sam" after his 
nephew, also Samuel (son of Peleg Gardner), received farmland immediately 
south from his own father. "Lower Sam" b u i l t a house at the present 1443 G. N. Road. 

The Gardner family vas responsible for much of the 18th and early 19th-century 
development of Gardner's Neck, including construction of at least five houses 
along Gardner's Neck Road, the spine. The area remained largely farmland u n t i l 
1865, when the Fall River & Warren Railroad constructed a station on the Neck, 
precipitating the construction f i r s t of summer houses and then of suburban 
homes by the early 20th century. The cape at 1035 Gardner's Neck Road is a 
survival of the limited 18th-century settlement. ", 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall River District. 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1657-1967. Swansea/ MA, 1967. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOr.STON STREET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1990 42 

lown 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
StvANSEA 

Address 305 Hortonville Road 

Historic Nart>e Hoooer House 

Photo (3'x3" or 3 'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Mac: Draw nep showing property 's location 
in re la t ion to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
in tersec t ion(s) . 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present res ident ia l 

Original residential/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. :'^90 

Source previous OTOer, visual analvsis 

Style Federal 

Architect unknovn 

Exterior Wall Fabric :iappoara 

Outbuildings garage (ca. 1920), v e i l 

house (ca. 1920), barn I'lare 19th cent. 

Call outbuildings ,cQntributine 
Major ATferations (witn dates) 

vindov sash, chimney (mid to la te 19th cent) 

Condition excellent 

UTM REFERENCE _ 

LSSS QUADRAfxGLE 

SCALE 

19 317350 4525080 

Somerset, MA 1985 

1:25000 

Moved nc Date 

Acreaae approximatelv tvo acres 

Setting Rural, r e s iden t i a l se t t ing; 

wel l - t raveled primarv route through 

tovn 

Recorded by K. Flynn, K. Valente^K.Broome: 

Organization Svansea Historical Commission 

Date April 1985/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f aoplicable) ^ ̂  
The Hooper House, 305 Hortonville Road, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, worl-manship, feeling, and association and is significant on the local level.. 
The house meets Criterion A as an example of early b^rentieth century adaptive reuse of a 
farmstead into a "gentleman's farm" and Criterion C as an intact gambrel cape in the 
Federal style. :M 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGiNIFIC'NCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 1^^-stcry cambrel cape is a good example of typical late ISth-century farmhouse 
construction in Swansea. Tne origi.nai center chimney was replaced at an unknown date. 
The symmetrical five-bay facade features a recessed center entry with sidelights contained 
in a surround of pilasters carrying a plain entablature. Windows contain later 
5/5 sash, and a secondary recessed entry on the east (street) elevation may also be a 
later .-nodification. , 

Outbuildings include a frame, gabled, two-car garage (ca. 1920), a frame l ^ s t c r y bam with 
attached siio-lika projection (ca. 1390), and a stone well structure on the south lara (ca. 1': 
A l l buildings and structures are located close to Hortonville Road, near the intersection 
of AOod Ave.nua. The extant of the property being nominated is approximately two acres 
of partially planted area defined by a picket fence to the south, mature trees to the 
west, and the roads to tha ease and north. The balance of the acreage is primarily woodlot. 

HISTORICAL SISIIFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Know as the Hooper House during much of i t s history, 306 Hortonville Road is one of the 
dispersed farmsteads that dotted the Swansea landscape in the late 18th century. Tne 
house is situated on the primary north-south road connecting period settlement at 
Gardner's Neck on Mt. Hope Bay to Hortonville and on to the town of Rehoboth. 

The use of the property in the lata 19th and early 20th centuries reflects a common 
pattern in Swansea, whereby many of the town's older working farms were given over to 
use as "ge.ntlem.an's farms" and summer or weekend residences. The ovner of this house 
aftar World War I lived in Providence, visiting Svansea on the weekends. This decrease 
in the number of Swansea's working farms has contributed to the town's primarily 
residential character. ..^ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERÔ CZS 

ca. 1349 map of E5vansea, 1371 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County 
Mrs. Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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FORM A - AREA 
5"\ 

JAN 0 2 1990 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
4 white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 

Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 

See District Data Sheet 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
Svansea 

Name of Area (if any) 

Hortonville Historic District 

Present Use residential. 

agricultural 

General Date or Period 

ca. 1750-1845, ca. 1870-1900 

General Condition good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within i t . 
Number each property for which Individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet if space here is not sufficient). 

Acreage approximately 122 acres 

Recorded by Preservation Plus/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date March 1988/October 1989 

(see 3 enclosed assessor's maps) 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE 
SCALE 

A 19 317160 4527120 F 19 315750 4525490 
B 19 317210 4525970 G 19 315780 4626930 
C 19 315530 4526830 H 19 315840 4527000 
D 19 316410 4525580 I 19 316210 4527090 
E 19 316020 4526510 

Somerset, MA 1985 
1:25000 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Hortonville Historic D i s t r i c t is a visually cohesive, linear group of primarily residential 
and farm buildings located in a rural setting in northern Swansea. These buildings are 
associated with the area's development from a collection of scattered 18th-century farmsteads 
into a nucleated village by the late 19th century. In addition to i t s continued agricultural 
emphasis, Hortonville achieved local importance as a primary industrial location i n Svansea 
in the 19th century; only the residential construction generated by the industrial 
development is extant. The rural setting and the range of residential building styles—from 
Georgian to Colonial Revi-val—are important character-defining features of the d i s t r i c t . 
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materials, vorkmanship, feeling, and 
association, the Hortonville Historic Di s t r i c t meets Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Hortonville Historic D i s t r i c t encompasses approximately 122 acres in northem Svansea 
near the Rehoboth tovn line. The topography of the area consists of gently r o l l i n g 
terrain, veil-suited for farming and cattleraising, principle activities in the d i s t r i c t . 
At the heart of the linear d i s t r i c t , acreage on both sides of Locust Street is used for 
pasturage with some additional land on the north side imder cultivation. This agricultural 
land, which remains open to the north and merges with a wooded area several hundred yards 
to the south, is a character-defining feature of the d i s t r i c t (Photo #6). Cole's River, 
vhich flows on a roughly southerly course through town and drains into Mt. Hope Bay, 
constitutes a portion of the southem boundary of the d i s t r i c t . A dam b u i l t on the river 
near the Hortonville Road bridge (Photo #1) powered the mills that operated in the village 
in the 19th century. . . • • . , . 

The d i s t r i c t consists of 45 buildings, two sites, and two structures; 23 buildings, two 
sites, and two structures contribute to i t s architectural and historical significance. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

Locust Street, the primary road through Hortonville, was a native Indian path and major 
transportation route connecting the present Fall River and Taunton areas to Narragansett 
Bay. Early settlement of the area that is now Hortonville occurred in the mid-18th 
century. Members of three families—the Hales, Martins, and Eddys—built the f i r s t 
homes at the western end of the historic d i s t r i c t , the location of f e r t i l e farmland. 

Hortonville was originally part of farmland granted to John Haile (Hale) from England 
in 1709. A housewright by trade, John Hale served Swansea as highway surveyor, and 
bu i l t his house (no longer extant) at the site of 416 Locust Street. At the time of his 
death in 1718, Hale owned 355 acres in Swansea and 30 acres in adjacent Rehoboth. Five 
generations later, Daniel Hale (1758-1830), a shoemaker and carpenter, lived and worked the 
land. His grandson Daniel Hale (1794-1867) b u i l t the Greek Revival house set back from 
the road at 416 Locust Street (ca. 1845-MHC #C25). In 1894, a portion of the farm with 
street frontage was sold to nephew Daniel Hale (1832-1896), who b u i l t the late Italianate 
house at 410 Locust Street (MHC #C26, Photo #7). Both houses remained in the family and 
the land was operated as a farm at least u n t i l the death of William Hale in 1974. The 
family cemetery at the southwestern comer of the property (MHC #C809) contains 30 stones 
ranging in date frcm 1784 to 1974. Today, the acreage of the original land grant has been 
substantially reduced; some property to the east has been leased for use by Baker Farm. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES - « - T/:' ' .' 

Swansea Assessor's Records. " ; 
Fall River Registry of Deeds. ' " '' ' 
Fall River Herald Nevs^ZI925. .L. 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Cciimjniity: Form No: 
Swansea see DDS 

Property Name: Hortonville H. D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (continued) 

Contributing buildings are of irood frame construction, generally on fieldstone foundations, and most 
date to one of tvo periods of grctth at Horton '̂ille: ca. 1750-1845 and ca 1870-1900. The district includes 
buildings in the Georgian, Federal, Greek Revival, and late Victorian Italianate styles, vith one example 
each of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. Noncontribtating houses and their outbuildings are 
generally Tfood frame and compatible Tdth contributing btiildings in sise and scale. Minimal setback 
from the street characterizes the district as a vhole. 

The oldest structure at Hortonville, built 1736, is the Melatiah Martin House at 397 Locust Street (MHC 
*C27). Located at the -̂estern end of the district, this shingle-clad Georgian house is 2 1 /2 stories mth a 
five-bay. center-entry facade, and double-pile center-chimney plan. The pedimented door surround vith 
four-pane sidelights is a ca. 1830 addition. Btiilt as a farmer's dvelling, the house is sittiated on a tvo-acre 
lot nov distinct from associated farming acreage to the north. The building currently serves as the 
headqtiarters of the S'̂ '̂ansea Construction Company. 

Comprising part of the Eddy/Balcer Farm complex to the east are tvo vemacular Georgian capes, 235. 
Locî st Street (ca. 1750, MKC *'C30) and 241 Locust Street (ca. 1747, MHC *T29). Of the tvo 1 1 /2-story 
houses, •*'235 is the better preserved, and shovs some evidence of uf>dating in the first half of the 19th 
century. This five-bay, center-entry house has a central brick chimney, vide frieze, and 2/2 Ttjod sash. 
Later 1 1 /2-story gabled xdngs vith cornerboards and Greek Revival-style e&ve vindo-S'-s on the facade 
flank the main block. The noncontributing house at *'241 may have been btJilt as a half-cape (three-bay 
facade, end-bay entry), and extended to a three-qtiarter cape vixh a vestern addition constructed at an 
unknoT-ii date. Ejrterior alterations, particularly the nev chimney and paired Tcdndo'̂ 'S in the eastern end 
of the facade, have rendered this house noncontributing. Botii bviildings ere part of a large agricultural 
complex vith fields totaling ô rer 175 acres flanking botli sides of Locict Street. 

Another Georgian hoi:se updated in tlie early or mid-19th century is the Benjamin Mertin House at 24 
Loc\rt Street (ca 1757, MHC *C36). Located at the eastern end of the village, the Martin House is a 2 1 /2-
stcry, ciapboarded, five-bay, center-entry structure vith central chimney and double-pile plan. 
Nineteenth-century details are the paneled corner pilasters, vhich are repeated in the door surround 
'sdth fXUl-length sidelights, and 6/6 -candov sash. Subdivision of the 43-acre Martin House property in 
the early 19th centtiry accounted for much development at the eastern end of the district at that time. 

The district's Federal-style buildings are three hotî es at or near the eastern end of Locust Street. The 
Chace House at 11 Maiden Lane (ca. 1610, MHC *C39) is located tTv-o-tentlis of a mile dô '-n a path from 
Locust Street, and -̂ dthin yards of the Cole's Pdv̂ r headvaters. Built into a sharp grade (one story on the 
f acade, one story pltr full basement cn the rear ele '̂ation), the five-bay Federal features a dentil cornice 
and splayed T̂ rindov lintels. Back-to-back beehi's'e o-̂ rens at the central chimney are still intact '̂ dthin the 
stripotiire. Upper-story 'Tiindov sash is 12/12; sash in the basement vindo'c's is 8/8. South of the house is 
the Chace Mill site (1806, not sur̂ 'eyed) on the river bank. 

At the beginning of Locust Street are xvo Federal houses dated ca ISIO. The Mason Horton House at 4 
Locust Street (MHC *C38, Photo *3) is a 1 1 /2-story, three-querter cape retaining a vioe frieze, three-
quarter side-lights, molded vindov surrounds, and 9/9 sash. A dormer added to the rear ele-'ation in 
the 1960s. Across the street is the tvo-story Marvel House, 5 Locust Street (MHC *C37, Photo *'2), a late 
example of the center-chimney house m Sv£ii:sea The hotise displa'j/s molded vindov heads and 6/6 sash. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FOR,M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: Form No: 
Svansea see DDS 

Property Name: Hortonville H.D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (continued) 

A tvo-story, three-bay ell on the vest vail is a ca 1885 addition. 

Three Greek Revival buildings include tvo capes and the village school. The Robert Sherman House at 
1015 Hortonville Road (ca 1835, MHC *C40) is a gabled, 1 1 /2-story, 5-bay cottage Tdth a center entrance 
and double interior chimnei,"̂ . An attached stammer kitchen~one-story, torfz, vith a secondary 
entrance—is located on the east end of the house. The house has molded Tidndov lintels, a "side 
entablature surround at the entry, and fî 'e-pane sidelights. At the opposite end of the district, set back 
roughly seven-tenths of a mile from the road, is the Daniel Hale House at 416 Locust Street (ca 1845, MHC 
*C25). Similar to the Sherman House in detaihng and organization of the main block, the Hale House also 
has a gabled 1 1 /2-story, 4-bay -sing on the vest side, set back from the main block, disple-hng eave 
'5'indoTi's on the facade. The district's oldest institutional building is the former Hortonville school 77 
Locust Street (ca 1838, MHC *C31). A simple 1 1 /2-story clapboarded structtire "̂ dth tvo-bay facade and 
three-bay side elevations, the schoolhouse is the only extant Greek Revi\'al btjilding in the district 
oriented gable-end to the street. Paired entries marked by plank hoods on brackets open into a single 
interior room. The building, the oldest extant schoolhotise in Svansea currently serves as a club house 
for the Portuguese American Club League (PACL). 

The remainder of Hortonville's extant contributing buildings date primarily to the late 19th century. 
Among the cluster of buildings at the eastern end of Locust Street are three late Italianate cottages, 39,J5,. 
and 67 Locust Street (ca. 1890; MHC *C34, C35, C32; Photos *4 and 5). Generally, these 1 1 /2-story hotises 
have gable roofs with ridge parallel to tlie street, fi'\ie-bay facades, and center double-door entries -̂ dth 
prominent door hoods on oversized brackets. The hoi:se at *̂39 retains a bracketed cornice and 2/2 sash. 
The Yillism Hale House at 410 Locust Street (MHC *C26, Photo *'7) is a late Victorian Italianate cottage in 
the gable-end form. Btoilt ca 1894, tlie house has a tliree-bay facade, bracketed cornice, molded vindov 
lintels, 2/2 sash, and a one-story bracketed porch on the east elevation. The end-bay double-door entry is 
marked by a door hood on carved brackets. 

One example each of the Qtieen Anne and Colonial Revival styles survi-'.'es in the district. The uniKual 
Oueen Anne house at 31-33 Locust Street (ca 1890, IifflC *C35) may have been one of the abô 'e-mentioned 
side-gabled Italianate cottages originally; tlie center enti^ is nov flanked by tvci-tier pohigonal baw 
topped ^ith gable roofs that project beyond tlie comice line of the hotjse. These ba'>̂  have flared bases 
and shingle gable infill. The M /̂ron Baiter House at 261 Locust Street (ca. 1900, MHC *C2o) is a Colonial 
Revi'̂ 'al on the Baker Farm complex. This shingled, 1 1/2-stonr, cross-gable hovise of a^ymmetric8l 
massing has a vide frieze band, shingle gable infill, and a Trap-around porch on tliree sides vith tumed 
posts on a shingled balustrade. A pedimented cross-gable on the porch maa'ks the house's off-center 
entry. 

The Hortonville district contains ten contemporary hotises (ca 1940s to ca 1989). V'/î icollY, tliese are 1 
1/2-story, frame, gabled structures, some ranch houses or modern capes. Concentrated in tlie eastern 
half of the disti'ict, these houses generally ""snsre constructed eitlier on the sites of demolished historic 
buildings on the norJi side of Locust Street, or on street-front sections of certain larger lots that appear 
to hâ ê been di-vided for dê 'elopment. Their presence, vhich does not compromise the integrity of the 
district as a vhole, does attest to the continuing subtorbanization of Svansea's rural landscapes in the 
second half of the 20th century. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Property Name: Hortonville H. D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form vihidti is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (contintjed) 

Horton vine's dominant commercial and agriculttoral acti-tnty is the operation of Baker Farm, located on 
the north side of Loctist Street at the heart of the district. In addition to the three historic farmhouses in 
tlie complex—235.241. and 261 Locust Street and their secondary structtires—Baiter Farm includes less 
than one-half dozen contemporary buildings associated -sdth operation of the slaughterhouse and 
farming business; these are substantially set back from Locust Street and accessible by vay of an 
unimproved road on tlie property. Those buildings vithin roughly 100 yards of the road have been 
included in the District Datasheet. (See Verbal Boundary Description and Justification) 

Historical Significance (continued) 

In 1736, Melatiah Martin had his house built at 397 Locust Street (MHC *"C27), across the road from the 
Hale property. The self-sufficient Martin farm incltided its Own tannery. A Martin family cemetery, 
located vest of tlie hotase be-̂ iDiid the botmdaries of the historic district, is nov separated from the house 
by infill construction. The farm is still ovned by a Martin descendeiit, althotJgh the house lot is nov 
distingtiished from the balance of the farmland. 

East of the Martin and Hale houses is the Eddy-Baker Farm complex, comprising 235,241, and 361 Locust 
Street (MHC *C30, C29, C28). Original o-̂ '-ners '̂ 'ere the Eddy family, among Ŝ 'ansea's early settlers, vho 
vorked the farm for nearly 100 years and built tvo houses on the property ca 1750 (235 and 241 Loctist 
Street). The complex has been kno'Tiii as. Balcer Farm since Sarah Anne Eddy married Nathaniel Baker in 
1835. The large Colonial Rê î 'al house at 261 Loctist Street built ca 1900 by the father of Ken Balcer, 
the current ovner. A principle agricultural property in Hortonville for tvo centuries. Baiter Farm 
continues to be a major fixture in the historic district. 

In contrast to the agrici;ltural activity that dominated the vestern end of tlie district, the eastern end 
near the Cole's River vas targeted for industrial development. Benjamin Martin appears to have operated 
a grist mill in this area m the second half of the ISth centtiry, although no other information about the 
mill has been located. Martin built his house, 24 Locust Street (ca. 1757, MHC *C36) on a 43-acre lot he 
ovned betveen tlie road and the river to the south. Beginning in 1804, tlie property vas divided and sold 
to ''arious people vho took an interest in the milling industry. A small section to the east T'SS purchased 
by Mason Horton, vho btiilt his house, nov 4 Locust Street (ca 1810, MHC *C38, Photo •*3). Some of the 
acrea<ge and vater rights to the south vere sold to Dexter ¥heeler, vho in partnership "̂ dth Oliver Chace 
opened the Svansea Cotton Manuf acturing Company and built a mill on the river in 1806. Chace's mill 
vas located on Maiden Lane, tlien knovn as Factory Lane. Tlie house at 11 Maiden Lane (ca. 1810, MKC 
*C39) is believed to be the only ejrtant structure built by the company, vhich operated one of the first 
cotton mills in the cotmtr̂ '' after Samuel Slater's mill in Rhode Island. The mill '̂as destro'i'ed by fire in 
1836 and ne'i/er rebuilt. 

(' f 

Across the road, a sê cond grist mill occupied the Sherman House (1015 Hortonville Road, ca 1835, MHC 
*'C40) property. House and mill vere sold ca 1830 to Jesse K. Chace, the last person to operate a mill at 
Hortonville. The mill j/as dismantle-d by the tvirn of the 20th centtiry and remov'ed to Fall Rî rer, a more 
industrialized citj- tlian Svansea The concentration of mills at Horton ?̂ille in the 19th century gave rise 
to the name "Ŝ 'ansea Factorj'", by vhich the village vas also kno-̂ Ti. 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

Development of Hortonville accelerated in the 1830s due to the industrial activity there. In that decade, a 
district school (ca. 1838), Union Chapel (1838), and the first Univ-ersalist Society's Liberty Hall vere btiilt 
on the north side of Locust Street near Hortonville Road. Of these, only the school (77 Locust Street, MHC 
*C31) is extant A product of the 1838 redistricting of the Svansea public school system, the Hortonville 
School is the town's oldest extant schoolhouse. 

Nathaniel B. Horton (1820-1900) is responsible for the association of his family's name vith the vallage. 
One cf the fourth generation of Hortons to live in Nev England, he resided on the family farmstead on 
Hombine Road in Rehoboth just north of the historic district. Horton purchased his father's homestead 
and adjoining land in Rehoboth in 1856, settling dovn to an impressive lifest-jde as related m to^Ti 
histories of the period. Horton vas a stockholder in many banlts and mills in nearby Fall River. He held 
civic positions in S'S'ansea and represented both Ŝ 'ansea and Rehoboth in the Massachusetts legislature. 
At Horton\~ille (S'̂ 'ansea Factory) he built houses for his daughters (including 45 Locust Street.. MHC *'C33) 
and 'S'as instrumental in the creation of a branch post office at the village, named Hortonville in his 
honor. 

By the last quarter of the 19th century, Hortonville had ewlved into a self-sufficient \'illage. The 
commercial and institutional focus of the village Ti'as at the eastern end of Locust Street, vhere the school, 
chvirch, and Liberty Hall vere clustered. Around the corner, the senior and junior Benanuel Marvels 
operated a store out of the north \nng of their hoice at 990 Horton-'hlle Road (ca. 1783, MHC ^C^l). Mr. L. 
L. Cummings of Hortonville appointed village post master on January 19,1885, and he opened a 
branch post office in his home (no longer extant) immediately "̂ 'est of the schoolhouse. The Baker and 
Hale families remained prominent village farmers, o'̂ t̂iing land on both sides of Locust Street. In the last 
decade o: the century, a member of each f amily built a nev farmhouse on their rest>ectiye properties: 
the UYTon Baiter House, 261 Locust Street (ca 1900, MHC *'C28) and the Villiam Hale House, 410 Locust 
Street (ca 1894, MHC *'C26, Photo *7). Mills ̂ .'̂ re no longer a basis of economic sui>port in the village, 
having either closed or mov'ed. Nev residential construction focused on the north side of Locust 
Street at the eastern end of the district, vhere a group of cottages -̂ere built ca. 1890, incltiding 3ik3.3. 
Locust Street (MHC *C35), 39 Locust Street (MHC *̂ C34, Photo *4), and 6? Locust Street (MHC *C32), home of 
teamster Dexter H. Nicholas. 

Development at Hortonville virtually ceased betveen C8_ 1900 and the 1940s. Relocation of civic 
organizations and societies, and centralization of the towi-vide postal delivery and school sysxems 
resulted in the demolition of related buildings on the north side of Locust Street. Devoid of the 
institutional and industrial-related activities that fueled the •'Ullage's development tliroughout much of 
the 19th century, the area re-̂ erted to residential and agricultural uses. 

*V4 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Verbal Boundary Description/.Tustification 

The boundaries of the Hortonville Historic District are dra-̂ Ti to include the greatest concentration of 
intact 18th and 19th-century buildings associated vith the groirth of the village. The largely linear 
district extends from Cole's River at Hortonville Road approximately three-quarters of a mile vest on 
Locust Street, and includes house lots and corresponding f arm acreage north and south of Locust Street. 
Boundaries on tlie north side of the street generally follov rear lot lines, except on large open lots vhere 
a line of convenience has been dran'n roughly 250 feet from the road. The district's southem border is 
the Cole s River, the closest natural boundary. 

Bibliography end/or References (continued) 

Bra-̂ ton, Alice. Trading in Scrabbletovn. Ne'̂ 'port, 1952. 
Fergunson, Susan G. The Hale Fai-m in Svansea Mass. unpublished paper, Brovn University, 1976. 
Pierce, Helen. "Nathaniel Baker Horton." The Harvester (Svansea MA), 34 (Sept. 9,1989) 
ST̂ ânsea Historical Society. The S'̂ ŝea Stage Coach. Svansea 1976. 
¥right, 0.0. History of S'̂ 'ansea. Mass. Tovn of Svansea 1917. 
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MASŜ.CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COW ÎSSION 
£0 BOY.STDN STREET 
BOSTON, KA 02116 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 

Address ?6 Rivsr'/iev .Avenue 

Historic Kame y V. Johnson House 

Pnoto (3-x3" or 3"x5*, black and 
wnite) Indicate adaress of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple tn l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Kap: Draw nep showing property's location  
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or  
oeograpnical features. Indicate a l l buildings  
between inventoried property and nearest  
ir:tcrsection(s).  
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date iQ-'̂  

Stvle 

Sivansee Assessor's Records 

Prairie -influenced 
{ " t - j i 1 "< 1 n o ^ ^ — 

Architect uniTiov.T: A. H. leeminc E. Sons) 

Exterior Wall Fabric fieldstone 

Outbuildings caraae (ca. 1925) 

contributing 

Major AlteratTons (with dates)  

rear porch enclosed fca. 1920' 

Condition exce11ent 

Moved nc Date 

Acreage less than one a-re ^52,50" sc. f z A 

Setting Or. roac that mns tc Lees 

P.iver v i t h sizable crcoertv and r;Eture 

trees. 

LTK REFERENCE 19 316740 452030C 

L'SGS (̂ ADRAfx'GLE Fal l River, MTi-PJ 1957/1979 

SCALE 1; 25000 

/ -

Recorded by C. L. Gardner/K. Fl^-nn/Broomer 

Oroanirati on Svansea Historical Comrr.issicr 

Date yav 2 978/Januar\' 1986/Occober 1939 



'TL AA 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f apolicable) 

The J. V. Johnson House, 35 River</iew Avenue, possesses integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, worl-cnanship, feeling, and association and is 
significant on the local level. The house meets • " . . 

Criterion C as a well-preserved eicample of Prairie style architecrore. 

ARCHITECniRAL SI&NIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras oi 
other buildings within the ccnmiunity. 

A full-bloivTi example of the bungalow house tv-pe, this l^-story dwelling is 
dis-ci.i'guished by its unique fieldstone walls and tile roof. In niaterials, • -
the house contrasts sharply wich the predominantly wocd-ciad charac-cer of 
Sv<-ansea'3 raside.nt.ial architecture. Tne low-pitched hipped roof, wide 
overhanging eaves, bands of casement dormer windows, and emphasis cn the 
horizontal are evocative of the Prairie style. Other exterior detailing 
includes exposed rafters, multi-pane a^.y-ning sash on the first floor, and 
terracotta panels displaying stylized floral patterns in a Sullivanesque 
mode. . y . , 

'-lISTljRICAL SIGUFICANCE E.xolafn the roie owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the coimjnity. 

In the early 20th century, Swansea was evolving from a self-sufficient 
ccmmunity based on agriculture, boatbuilding, and fishing into a suburban 
and resort area oriented toward the cities of Fall River (to the east) and 
Providence (to the west). Tne Johnson House is located on Gardner's Neclc 
in South Swansea, the target of much suburban development in the years 
prior to World War I . The house's original owner owned the Cliquot Cl'ob Soda Co., 
while another resident owned the Fall River Knitting t - i i l l s . 

.Alfred H. Leeming, the builder, was a Fall River-based contractor and 
developer of at least one residential subdivision in that c i t y , the Highland 
Avenue v i c i n i t y (where he resided), in the early 1920s. I t is l i k e l y that 

• • Leemi.ng & Sons played an active role in the residential subdivision of 
Swansea, although the e.xtent of the firm's involvement with other houses in 
Swansea has not been determined. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFEROCES 

Swansea .Assessor's Records. 
Sw-ansea Tax Records. 
Br is to l County Registry of Deeds. 
City directories. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOr̂ STON STREET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3' or 3'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

JAN 0 2 TQQfi 

Ŝ cetch Map: Draw nep showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
oeograpnical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
o t̂ween inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate no-th 

(see attached map) 

Town 
Svansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSÊ .̂ 

Address Market Street 

Historic Kan>9 Luther House 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1740 

Source Rerristr}" of Eeeds, Fall River 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shinale 

Outbuildings Srone.wall. foundarions harn , 
GOOD, 2 sheds ( a l l contributinpj 

Major Alterations (with dates) east e l l 

(19th cent.), cree.nhouse addition fca. 19-_ 

Condition aooc 

LTK REî ERENCE 

L̂SSS QUADRAfi'GL 

SCALE 

19 311380 4525690 

Z East Providence, RI->?i 1971/1979 

1:24000 

Moved no Date 

Acreaoe 

Setting House faces south and is crienteci: 

close to street in rural, residential 

area of North Svansea. Market Street 

fRoute 136'̂  moderetely trafficked arter-. 

Recorded bv V. Frost/K. Valente,/K. Broomer 

Oroanirati on Swansea Historical Ccmrrission 

Date 1978/Marc>. 1985/Nove.TLoer 1989 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (̂ f̂ applicable) 

The Luther House, 177 Market Street, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association. A-s an intact Georgian cape reminisce.nt 
of colonial development in Old Sw-ansea, the house meets Criteria C on the local 

The oroperty also includes a stone wall (ca. 1900) and the foundations of a large barn, 
coop, and two sheds (ca. 1895). ;, 

Areas of significance: Agriculture, Architecture 

ARCHITECTURAL SISTHrlCANCE Describe important arcnitectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the community. 

The Luther House—a l-f-stcry, five-bay, center-entrv-, gambrel cottage—is typical of 
18th-century residential construction in Swansea. The shingled Georgian house retains 
a brick central chimney, gunstock comer posts on the interior, f i v e - l i g h t transom over 
the center entrance, 12/12 window sash, and a narrow shsd-rcofed dormer centered over the 
e.ntrance which appears to be original. Two later dormers were added to the rear (north) 
elevation at an unknown data. Other additions include a one-story gabled e l l with 
secondary entrance and 9/9 sash, and a late 20th-centur;/, one-ston' greenhoouse addition on 
t.he west side. The main block and e l l were restored beginning in 1955. 

The house occupies a clearing close to the street, north and west of which are a stone 
wail and foundations of at least four buildings. The extent of the property being 
nominated comprises appro:cimately five acres closest to the street on a l o t of roughly 
37 acres. 

HISTORICAL SISUFICANCE Exolain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
A typical example of the dispersed farmsteads that characterized Old Swansea in the 
18th century, the Luther House is situated on a primarily north-south route through : 
northwestern Swansea, between present Rehoboth, Mass. and Warren, Rhode Island. To 
the north is theFirst Baptist Church (1848), the site of a previous building relocated 
from present Barrington, R.hoGe Island in 1717. Tne chiurch's relocation to this section 
of Swansea provided the Lmpetus for colonial settlement of the area. 

The house is noted for i t s long association with the Lut.her family, local farmers prominent 
throughout Swansea's history who were descended from John Luther, one of the proprietors 
of Taunton. The branch of the family believed to have been associated with this house is 

. that of John's soru: Hezekiah. Thomas Patterson Luther (1805-1387), a farmer, owned this 
, house ca. 1850; i t is believed that either his grandfather, Nathaniel Luther (b. 1733), 
or his great-grandfather, Moses Luther (b. 1694) bu i l t the structure. While Luther 
family homesteads were scattered throughout Old Swansea (including present Warren), me.mbers 
of the family were active in the affairs of the First Baptist Church. The Luther family 
continued to occupy this house u n t i l the mid-20th century. 

Five acres of thirty-seven have only been nominated because this f i v e acres contains the 
principle building and remains of outbuildings associated with the prooerty. 

BI3LI0GRAPHY and/or REFERC<CZS . * 
ca. 1849 -map of Swansea and 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County. 
Registry of Deeds, Fall River. 
Swansea v i t a l records, S'-ansea Public Library. 
Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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JAN 0 I 1990 

Town 

AR 

B 

FORM NO. 

22 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 79 Old Warren Road 

Historic Kame William Luther House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3-x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

aft 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1849 

Source deeds, early maps of Swansea 

Style Greek Revi\'al 

unknown Architect 
clapboard facade, 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingled sides and rear 

Outbuildings garage (ca. 1920) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear e l l (ca. 1900) 

Condition good 

Moved no Date 

Acreaae less than one acre 

Setting quiet residential area with 

l i t t l e t r a f f i c 

UTK REFERENCE 19 315320 4523750 

4¥ 

USSS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by V. Frost/K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date 1978/April 1985/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The William Luther House, 79 Old Warren Road, retains integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association and is singificant on the local level. 
As an intact example of a Greek Revival style cape, the house meets Criterion C. As a 
farmstead associated f i r s t with the locally prominent Luther family, who operated several 
stores down the road, and next with the Buffington family, known for their contributions 
to l i f e at Swansea Center, the house meets Criterion A. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

. . • - , V ..-^ lit*. 

The Luther House appears to be a late example of the traditional 1^-story, gabled, 5-bay, 
center-chimney cape constructed in Svansea as early as the mid-18th century. This intact 
Greek Revival house is distinguished from earlier buildings of the same type by i t s 
clapboard facade, shingled side and rear elevations, comerboards, and 5/5 window sash. 
The entry retains a vertical board door with no glazing. A rear e l l and covered porch 
on the east side are late 19th/early 20th-century additions. 

HISTORICAL SIGĴ IFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1848 William Luther purchased from James Luther a l o t of land. A year later Susan Megus 
bought from William Luther "a certain l o t of land with a dwelling thereon." Members of the 
Luther family maintained scattered farmsteads around Swansea, but were known for their 
early 19th-century commercial buildings clustered at Luther's Corner, one block west 
of this house. 

The Buffington family obtained the house in 1879. Deacon Stephen Buffington, who lived to 
be 93, was noted for his 75-year membership in the Christian Church (located northwest of the 
house at Maple Avenue and the present Route 5). In 1843 and 1844, he had represented 
Swansea in the Legislature. Throughout his years in the community, he was noted for his 
famous gardens with their abundance of crops, and his beautiful baskets made by hand. 
Subsequent residential development of the surroundings has reduced the house l o t to i t s 
present size. The property passed to son Benjamin and then to George Buffington, both 
of whom had close ties to the Christian Congregational Qiurch. George operated a blacksmith 
shop at Luther's Corner. After Seth Eddy b u i l t a new store at the southwest comer of the 
Old Warren Road/Pearse Road intersection, C5eorge Buffington's shop was moved ca. 1871 
down Old Warren Road closer to the Buffington house. 

The Buffingtons retained ownership of the house u n t i l 1945. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Fall River,Registry of Deeds for Bristol County. 
Buffington family records, Swansea Historical Society. 
1849 map of Swansea, Swansea Public Library. 
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FORM A - AREA 
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80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116 

'JAN • 2 199Q 

Photos (3"x3" or 3"x5" black 
& white) Indicate on back 
of each photo street addresses 
for buildings shown. Staple to 
left side of form. 

Ai~ea Letter Fom numbers In this Area 

See d i s t r i c t data sheet 

Town 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Name of Area (If any) 

LUTHER'S CORNER 

Present Use Residential 

General Date or Period iBOO-1907 

General Condition Good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area Indicating properties within It. 
Number each property for which Individual 
Inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets Including route numbers, If 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sheet 1f space here Is not sufficient). 

1-1/2 acres Acreage 

Recorded by Preservation Plus/sroomer 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date March 1988 / October 1988 

(see attached map) 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315050 4523530 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River, MA - R.I. 
SCALE 1:25.000 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

The Luther's Corner H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t , represents a well-preserved cluster of 19th century 
commercial/residential buildings that was once the commercial hub of the town from 1830 to the 
turn of the 20th century. The d i s t r i c t retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , design, 
vork-Tianship and association s i g n i f i c a n t to the early commercial d i s t r i c t that thrived here 
i n the 1800's. This d i s t r i c t f u l f i l l s c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register on the 

local level. ^ ^ 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Luther's Corner Historic D i s t r i c t includes the four buildings located on each of the corners 
of Old Warren Road, Maple Avenue and Pearse Road. This d i s t r i c t became the commercial center 
of the town during the mid to late 19th century because of the "Great Road", (Old Warren 
Road), which was the main route through the central section of the town, and travelled f i r s t 
by the colonists, and then by the stage and l a t e r by the Providence, R.I. and Old F a l l River 
Station r a i l r o a d . The four contributing structures which make up the Luther's Corner D i s t r i c t 
were a l l b u i l t during the 19th century. I t i s because t h i s center grew together i n a cohesive 
manner, that the a r c h i t e c t u r a l features and details are simi l a r . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. --^ 

The Luther's Corner D i s t r i c t was the commercial center of the Town of Swansea, MA. during 
the 19th century. This p a r t i c u l a r area formed because of .the need of a transportation center 
during that time. During the early 19th century, when tr a v e l was s t i l l primarily by horse 
and stage, the need for rest stops (stage stops), along a well-marked route offering 
"convienences" was necessary, as well as found to be p r o f i t a b l e to those l i v i n g near to the 
area. At the junction of Old Warren Road, Maple Avenue and Pearse Roads, which formed a 
" t u r n s t i l e " i n the roads, i t was lo g i c a l to make thi s the stopping place for the stages from 
Providence, R.I. and F a l l River, MA. (east-west), as well as to North Swansea and the Cole 
River, Mt. Hope Bay (north-south) routes. Because of t h i s , Luther's Corner became the 
commercial center of the town as well as much of the a c t i v i t y i n Swansea Center, occurring i n 
the v i c i n i t y of Luther's Corner. . ,, _ 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
! 

see continuation sheet 
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IN̂ 'ENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

M.ASSACHJSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

• 
Conmunity: Form No: 

see 
SWANSEA, MA DDS 

Property Name: Luther's Comer 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (cont'd) 

The f i r s t structure b u i l t at the corners is located on the northeast corner. I t is the 
James Luther Tavem, 159 Old Warren Road (MHC #B19, Photo ^2). I t is a 2^-story, 5-bay 
Federal structure b u i l t ca. 1800. There is a central offset chimney and a rear e l l 
with a large brick chimney. The window glazing is 6/5. There is a hood over the central 
door supported by Doric columns, added ca. 1910. This house served as a tavern as well 
as a residence u n t i l remodeled solely as a private home in 1857. The original clapboards 
have been covered in asbestos shingles; the fieldstone foundation is s t i l l intact. 

On the northwest comer is the John Brown-Luther House, 2 Maple Avenue (MHC #B21, 
Photo #2). I t is a 2^-story, 5-bay clapboarded structure in the Federal style with a 
large central brick chimney, b u i l t ca. 1811. Facade fenestration is symmetrical. 
Architectural details include: gable-end eave overhang, a semi-circular fanlight with 
decorative pilasters in the door surround, and splayed window l i n t e l s . The interior 
contains six fireplaces and two brick beehive ovens. 

The Luther Store, 160 Old Warren Road (MHC #B17, Photo #1) was b u i l t in 1815-1818 by 
Mace Luther. I t is the only brick structure on the comers (brick veneer on a wood 
frame). The 2-stor}', 5-bay Federal has two doors on the facade, in the 2nd and 4th bays. 
There is an interior chimney at each gable end. The original fixtures of the general 
store are in place: solid mahogany counter for groceries, drawers which s t i l l contain 
spices, a bar under the staircase, the desk where Mr. Luther kept his accounts, 
household items, and some Indian artifacts found in Swansea. The back room housed 
farm implements and musical instruments for sale. A narrow staircase leads to the 
second floor where undertaking supplies, shoe making and repair implements, a small 
library, pictures, furniture, and hand-woven spreads are stored. The store operated 
u n t i l 1903, when the last Luther closed i t s doors. In 1935, at a Town Meeting, i t was 
voted to accept the building from the heirs as a historical monument. In 1942, the store 
was deed to the Swansea Historical Society. The store was moved approximately 50 feet 
back from the comer in 1937 due to road widening. 

At the southwest corner is the Seth Wilbur Eddy House and Store, 174 Old Warren Road 
(MHC #B18), b u i l t in 1871. The vemacular building is 2^ stories, 5 bays, v i t h a gable 
roof. I t is clapboarded with a fieldstone foundation. Tne asymmetrical facade is 
unremarkable i n i t s architectural details, although a one-story porch with plain posts 
spans the eastern end. Built as a residence and store, the building housed the 
Swansea Post Office in 1889. By 1930, the building was remodeled for use solely as a 
residence. 

Staple t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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INVENTORY FOR.M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASS/\CHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coramuiuty: Form No: 
see 

SWANSEA DDS 

Property Name: Luther's Comer 

Indicate each item on inventory form vA.ich is being continued below. 

Historical Siqnificance (cont'd) 

Old Warren Road is a colonial road connecting Swansea to Warren, Rhode Island. During 
the Federal period (1775-1830), a stage stop and tavem were established where the 
Warren road met Pearse Road, or the road north from the Cole River. This centrally 
located crossroads soon became knora as Swansea Center and alternately as Luther's 
Comer, for the Luther family played a major role in the development of the area in 
general and the intersection in particular. James Luther, a farmer, was also owner 
of the tavem and stage-stop at 159 Old Warren Road (ca. 1812, MHC #B19). The tavem 
was considered a " s t r i c t l y temperance home" and ser\'ed a l l the comforts of home. 
During the same period, James Luther's son-in-law John Brown (1794-1823) b u i l t his home 
at the crossroads (2 Maole Avenue, ca. 1811, MHC #B21) and had his brick store b u i l t by 
cousin Mace Luther diagonally across the street from his house (Luther Store, 160 Old 
Warren Road, 1815, MHC #B17). At the death of Johji Brown in 1823, his brother Joseph 
Gardner became merchant at the store and was willed Brown's home as well. The southwest 
comer of the intersection had a small wood structure that housed the shoeiriaking and mending 
business cf Henry Luther u n t i l mid-century. 

Luther's Comer became an important mercantile area during the Early Industrial 
period (1830-1870). Luther's Store was a very profitable business venture and plans 
were made for constructing a dry goods store on the site of Henry Luther's shoe repair 
shop, which had been dismantled when Henry l e f t Swansea in pursuit of other business 
ventures. Seth Wilbur Eddy b u i l t his meat and dry goods store and residence on the site 
ca. 1871 (174 Old Warren Road, MHC #B18). By then, James Luther, owner of the tavem 
and stage stop, had already converted his building back into a private residence. In 
l i g h t of the increasing popularity of traveling on the Fall River, Warren, and Providence 
Railroad (1855) south of the village, there was less of a need for a stage stop at the 
Center. A bandstand set on a green occupied the center of Luther's Comer, where i t was 
customary for the Swansea Brass Band to give concerts on summer evenings. The former 
green at the center of the crossroads was removed in 1901 to make way for the "Snake Line" 
electric trolley cars running between Fall River, Mass. and Providence, Rhode Island. 

In 1889, the Swansea Center Post Office was housed in Eddy's store, and Seth Eddy 
served as postmaster u n t i l the branch office closed i n 1907. John Baker Eddy, his son, 
operated a watch and clock repair shop in the e l l of the store in the last decades of the 
19th century. John, a very successful jeweler, was also an agent for Briggs and Jewett 
Pianos. In these years, the Luther's Comer community consisted primarily of farmers. 
Interest in agriculture led to the organization of the Swansea Agricultural Library 
Association, which established and maintained i t s own agricultural library in Luther's Store. 
The organization disbanded in 1902 and donated i t s books to the Swansea Free Public 
Library. 

The buildings at Luther's Comer recall the intersection's importance as a thriving 
commercial center in the 19th century. Luther's Store closed in 1903 and Eddy Store closed 
following the death of Seth Eddy in 1915. The former was conveyed to the Swansea 
Historical Society in 1942, and the la t t e r remodeled into a private residence. Luther's 
Store was listed in the National Register in 1978. Today, the intersection is dominated 
by automobile t r a f f i c between U. S. Route 5 to the north and State Route 103 to the south. 
Tne buildings at the intersection are in a good state of preservation and are well maintained, 
their owners sympathetic of the area's history. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FOR.M CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCNMISSION 
^Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

Ccmnunity: Form No: 
SWANSEA see DDS 

Property Name: Luther's Comer 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

Bibliography and/or References (cont'd) 

Swansea Town Hall, assessor's records. 
Registry of Deeds, Bristol County, Fall River, MA. 
Fall River Herald News, Jan. 1899. 
Fall River Herald News, Sept. 24, 1937. 
STOnsea Tercentenary 1557-1957, brochure. 
Swansea Stagecoach; A Local History. Swansea Historical Society, 1975. 
The Luther Store, Swansea Historical Society brochure. 
Luther Family Genealogy (at Swansea Public Library). 
Luther, Leslie. Tne Luther Family in A.merica: Descendants of Capt. J. Luther. 

New York, 1975. 
Wright, 0. 0. History of Swansea, Mass. Tovn of Swansea, 1917. 

Moravia, 

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 

The boundaries of the Luther's Comer historic d i s t r i c t are drara to include the properties 
at each of the four corners created by the intersection of Old Warren Road, Maple Avenue, 
and Pearse Road. The d i s t r i c t includes the entire l o t for each of the four properties. 
The d i s t r i c t is distinguished from surrounding residential constmction which dates 
primarily to the mid-20th century and lacks the visual unity necessary to convey 
the character of the larger historic village. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



FC-RM 2 - BUILDING 
iff 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

AREA 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

FORM NO. 

153 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWA.NSEA 

Address 5 Mason Street 

Historic Hame William P. Mason House 

Use: Present residence 

Original hotel, store, post office 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1860 

Source maps of Swansea and Bristol County 

Style Gothic Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings garage and shed (ca. 1930) 

(both noncontributing) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

' none 

Condition f a i r 

UTK REFERENCE 19 311050 4625810 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE East Providence, RI-MA 1971/1970 

SCALE 1:24000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Situated on northeast comer of 

Old Providence Road facing Mason Street 

in a rural, residential area of north-

westem Swansea known as Bameyville 

Recorded by Kay Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date March 1988/November 1989 



2 m 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The William Mason House, an intact vemacular example of the Gothic Revival style, was 
b u i l t in conjunction with the growth of the village at Bameyville to the west in the 
third guarter of the 19th century. The house served as a hotel and housed other 
services associated with the village in the late 19th century. The house retains 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association and meets 
Criteria A and C on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 1^5-story, clapboarded, side-gabled dwelling illustrates the incorporation of 
Gothic Revival style features into the standard Svansea three-guarter cottage form. 
The entry on the asymmetrical, four-bay facade is .marked by an off-center cross gable in 
the third bay. Shielding the entry is a pitched door hood on brackets with a decorative 
truss. Other distinguishing features include overhanging eaves, bracketed pent hoods 
over f i r s t floor windows, double windows on the side elevations, and 2/2 sash. A 
gabled 1^-story rear e l l has a three-bay porch with turned posts and spindle frieze and 
balustrade. Few intact examples of the Gothic Revival survive in Swansea, a town 
dominated by the Greek Revival and Italianate vemacular forms of the t h i r d guarter of 
the 19th century. 

HISTORICAL SIGĴ IFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Located on Old Providence Road, a segment of the colonial route connecting Swansea 
to Providence, Rhode Island, the Mason House was b u i l t on the site of a stagecoach 
tavern, known as Graham's tavern as late as ca. 1850. During the second half of the 19th 
century, the present structure served the village of Bameyville in several capacities. 
William P. Mason operated both a hotel and store in this building in the early 1870s. 
In 1872, Mason succeeded Mason Bamey, Jr. as postmaster of Bameyville, and by 1895 
the village's branch post office had moved from Bameyville Road to this house. The 
post office had been established in the 1830s in response to rapid growth in this north-
westem section of Swansea. The house l i k e l y reverted to residential use in the early 
20th century, following the demise of jewelry manufacturing—the village's last active 
industry—and the folding of the street railway system that had traversed Swansea in the 
present Route 5 corridor about 25 yards east of this house. 

The Mason House has been excluded from the Bameyville Historic D i s t r i c t , located one-
guarter to one-half mile to the west, due to the amount of contemporary i n f i l l constmction 
between the house and the d i s t r i c t ' s eastern boundary. 

Areas of Significance - Architecture, Transportation, Commerce, Government — • 
Period of Significance - C. 1860 (date of Construction) - C. 1900 (Decline of jewellry industry) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFEROICES 
Wright, 0.0., History of Swansea, pp.89-90 (post offices), pp.180-181 (Mason family) 
ca. 1849 map cf Swansea and 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County 
Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

7<r AREA FORM NO. 

JAN e I m 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 61 Old Providence Road 

Historic Kame Norton House 

Photo (3-x3" or 3*x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw BBp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present Residence, antigue shop 

Original Farmhouse 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1779 

Source 

Style 

paid research 

Georgian 

Arch i tect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingles 

Outbuildings modem garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition good 

irm REFERENCE 19 310990 4525800 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting Open lot at the comer of two 

secondary access roads to/from 

U. S. Route 5 to the east. 

Recorded by H. Pierce/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE East Providence, RI-MA 1971/1979 Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

SCALE 1:24000 Date 1978Alarch 1985/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Norton House, 51 Old Providence Road, is an intact Georgian style house 
b u i l t in conjunction with the growth of the village at Bameyville to the 
west beginning in the second half of the 18th century. The house is further 
associated with Bameyville as the residence of Benjamin F. Norton, part-owner 
of a jewelry-manufacturing concem in the village in the early 20th century. 
Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
and association, 51 Old Providence Road meets Criteria A and C on the local 
level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SI&NIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 2^-story, side-gabled, vemacular Georgian house is a five-bay, center-
entry structure with central chimney and double-pile plan. Windows have 
shallow surrounds and contain 12/12 sash. The door surround, perhaps a Federal 
period addition, consists of a blind e l l i p t i c a l fan over a four-pane transom and 
three-guarter sidelights. The house at 51 Old Providence Road is of the 
traditional form in Swansea; the five-bay, center-entry, central chimney house 
type prevailed well into the Federal period, alt.hough later houses generally 
exhibited an end-gable overhang not seen here. 

HISTORICAL SIQNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Probably b u i l t by a member of the Bamey family, which had settled the area 
one-guarter mile west of the house in the th i r d guarter of the 18th century, 
51 Old Providence Road is one of the earliest intact houses in this northem 
section of Swansea. The house is located on a segment of a colonial road 
connecting Swansea to Providence, Rhode Island. Activity associated with 

• the Barney family and particularly the family's shipyard focused on the 
Palmer (Warren) River to the west. With the closing of the shipyard in 1851, 
Bameyville became a local center for jewelry manufacture with the establishment 
of D. R. Child & Co. After several transfers, the business was purchased 
in 1911 by Benjamin F. Norton and J. A. Wheeler, who changed the name to the 
North Swansea Manufacturing Co. Norton resided in this house. The company 
flourished u n t i l the early 1920s when the Providence & Fall River Street Railway, 
which had brought employees to the factory, went out of business. The Norton 
house f e l l into disrepair u n t i l i t was purchased and restored by the Grenon 
family in 1955. 

The Norton house has been excluded from the Bameyville Historic D i s t r i c t , located 
one-guarter to one-half mile to the west, due to the amount of contemporary 
i n f i l l construction between the house and the dis t r i c t ' s eastern boundary. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Swansea Town Reports. 
Notes from the Grenon family. 
1849 map of Swansea, Swansea Public Library. 
1871 and 1895 Bristol County atlases. 
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FflRM B>- BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTOK, MA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1990 

Town 

A'.EA 7JL FORM NO. 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 282 Market Street 

Historic Name Short's Tavem 

Photo (3-x3" or 3-x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw oap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present 2-family residence 

Original farmhouse, then tavem 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1742 

Source Registr>^ of Deeds, Fall River 

Style Georgian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood siding 

Outbuildings stone bam (now noncontrib. 

building on separate lot) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear exit from 2nd floor (ca. 1950?) 

Condition stable 

irm REFERENCE 19 311350 4625500 

USGS QUADRANGLE Providence, RI-MA 1971/1979 

SCALE 1:24000 

Moved no Date 

Acreaae less than one acre 

Setting Situated close to comer in 

rural, primarily residential area of 

North Swansea. Market Street (Route 135) 

moderately trafficked artery. 

Recorded by v. Frost/K. Flvnn/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date 1979/April 1985/Nove.mber 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) " -

Short's Tavem, 282 Market Street, is an intact Georgian three-quarter house significant 
as an example of a typical 18th-century Swansea farmstead, and for i t s operation as a 
tavem in the mid-19th century. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, worl-ananship, and association. Short's Tavem meets Criteria A and C on 
the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the cornmunity. 

A gabled, 2'5-story, three-quarter house with central chimney and double-pile plan. Short's 
Tavem is a relatively uncommon example of Georgian design in Swansea, where most 
survivors of the period are five-bay, center-entry houses. The building displays minimal 
omamental detailing. The main entry in the third bay has a multi-pane transom and 
door surround with pilasters and pediment. First floor windows, articulated with molded 
heads, contain replacement 2/2 sash, and second-story windows with plain surrounds retain 
12/8 sash. A rear exit on the second story probably dates to the mid-20th century when 
the building was converted for two-family use. 

South of the house is a stone barn, perhaps mid-19th century, which has been insensitively 
remodeled into a residence. The bam now occupies a separate l o t and i s no longer a part 
of this property. • , 

HISTORICAL SISHFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

In 1585, John Therber deeded a parcel of land to his son, Thomas Therber. Charity, daughter 
of Thomas, married Thomas Whalley. In 1742, to settle the estate of Thomas Therber, Whalley 
sold the farmhouse, outbuildings, and land. A typical example of the dispersed farmsteads 
that characterized much of Swansea in the 18th century, the house faces west on a primary 
north-south route through Old Swansea, running between the present towns of Rehoboth, Mass. 
and Warren, Rhode Island. A short distance to the north on Market Street (also known as 
Baptist Street) was the First Baptist Church. The church's relocation from the present 
Barrington, Rhode Island to it s - present site in 1717 precipitated colonial settlement of 
northwestern Swansea. • . 

James Short purchased the farmstead, then comprising 40 acres, in 1851. His decision to 
operate a tavem was undoubtedly prompted by the house's location on a county highway leading 
to Providence, Rhode Island. This section of Swansea, known as North Swansea, was a flourishing 
community i n the mid-19th century, due in large part to the growth of the shipyard on the 
Palmer River west of the tavem and the corresponding development of a village at Bameyville 
in the shipyard v i c i n i t y . 

The noninated portion of the present property comprises less than one acre at the comer of 
Market Street and Stoney H i l l Road (see assessor's map). A row of mature trees behind 
(east of) the house separates the house site from adjacent fields, some of which are 
under cultivation. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . , 

Swansea and Bristol County maps and atlases. 
Swansea Historical Society. 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MJCSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, HA 02116 

JAN 0 2 1980 

Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO, 

97 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

1074 Sharps Lot Road 

Historic Nane simcock House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
iihite) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of for«. 

Sketch Map: Draw np showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present residence/farmstead 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1755 
visual analysis; 

Source oral tradition 

Style Georgian vemacular 

Arch 1tect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle 

Outbuildings bam (ca. 1890), 

well house (ca. 1890), altered milk house 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

rear e l l (early 19th century) 

Condition aood 

Moved no Date _ _ i z ; _ _ _ ^ 
less than one acre (̂ nominated j; 

Acreage approximately 53 acres total 

Setting Rural setting in northeastem 

Swansea; market gardening currently 

in operation on property 

UTM REFERENCE 19 319490 4627450 

USGS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

S^LE 1:25000 

Recorded by K. Flynn, K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date Mav 1986/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Simcock House, 1074 Sharps Lot Road, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association and is significant on the local level. The 
house meets Criterion C as a unigue form of vernacular Georgian house in Swansea. 

/ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

This asymmetrical, three-bay, center-entry house is unusual in Swansea. The house's more 
typical features include the 2^-story height, center chimney, and three-room plan. The 
facade consists of an entry located right of center and flanked by irregularly spaced 
windows. Second-story windows are similarly arranged, although the window over the 
entry is narrower than the others. A l l windows retain plain surrounds topped with drip 
boards and contain 2/2 sash. Other finishing details include a narrow frieze and 
rakeboards. The entry surround, trimmed with a simple molding, contains a fi v e - l i g h t 
transom and a six-panel door from the Federal period. On the west side (rear) is a 
two-story gabled e l l . There are six fireplaces on the interior. 

Outbuildings are frame and include a 1^-story bam and one-story well house (both ca. 1890) 
and an altered milk house. •• * - . . \ 

(see continuation sheet) 
HISTDRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

L i t t l e is known about the history of this farmhouse before the second half of the 19th 
century, when the farm was owned by the Simcock family. The Simcocks cam.e to the United 
States from England in the mid-19th century to work in the t e x t i l e mills in nearby Fall 
River. I t appears that members of the family settled in Swansea at that time. George A. 
Simcock owned this house and James B. Simcock owned a house on adjacent property to the 
south by 1895. The farm was oriented toward dairying and market gardening, two important 
aspects of Swansea's economy in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and market 
gardening continues on the property today. 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Comprising a large, irregularly shaped l o t of approximately 53 acres, 1074 Sharps Lot Road 
consists of a building cluster at the property's narrow frontage along the road with farm 
acreage extending west. The property is nominated for i t s architectural significance, and 
therefore is confined to the building cluster on less than one acre adjacent to Sharps Lot 
Road and excludes the farm acreage. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
1849 map of Swansea, 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County, Swansea Public Library. 
Mrs. Cora Silvia (40-year owner of house), interview, 5/20/86. ; 
Mrs. Helen Pierce, Swansea Historical Society, interview, 11/89. 
Mass. Hist. Conn. State Survey Team. Historic and Archaeological Resources in SE Mass.. 1982 
Swansea Town Report and Inventory, 1978/1985, Mass. Hist. Commission. 
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Architectural Significance (continued) 

The architectural evolution of this house has not been definitively determined. Although 
three-bay houses are an anomaly, both five-bay houses and three-guarter (four-bay) 
cottages from the Colonial (to 1775) and Federal (1775-1830) periods are extant in 
Swansea. The Simcock House approximates the center-chimney, center-entry form with 
three major rooms, the most ccmmonly employed house plan in southeastem Massachusetts 
during the Colonial period. [MHC, 134] However, these houses typically had five-bay 
facades. A detailed structural investigation could address the possibility that the 
Simcock House was originally a two-bay half-house with end chimney, extended one bay 
to the south later in the 18th century. Intact examples of the half-house (normally 
three-bays) are ccmparatively rare, most such houses having been enlarged or demolished 
for more substantial dwellings. [MHC, 135] 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 

' iA 



FORM B - BUILDING 

t 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo (3-x3" or 3'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

AREA FORM NO. 

JAN 0 2 193Q 

Town 
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Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 351 Pearse Road 

Historic Name "Smuggler's House" 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1800 

Source secondary documentation to 1820 

Style Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings milk house (mid-19th cent.), 

garage (early 20th cent.) 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

east (kitchen) wing and dormers (1938) 

Condition good 

UTM REFERENCE 19 315060 4522510 

USGS QUADRANGLE Fall River MA-RI 1957/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreaqe less than one acre 

Setting House has deep setback from 

road and is reached via a d i r t drive; 

surrounding residential area largely 

early 20th century 

Recorded by M.S.Gendron/K. Fl\Tin/K. Broomer  

Organization Swansea Historical Commission  

Date 1978/February 1985/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) ' > 

The Smuggler's House, 351 Pearse Road, is an intact Federal period farmhouse associated 
with Swansea's maritime ac t i v i t y in the 19th century. Retaining integriy of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, and association,.the house meets Criteria A and C on 
the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Typical of the late 18th/early 19th-century farmhouses scattered throughout Swansea, . 
361 Pearse Road is a 1^-story, five-bay, gabled dwelling with a double-pile plan and 
single brick chimney set slightly right of center. Pilasters frame the center entry, 
which consists of a six-panel door topped with a five-pane transom. Cornerboards and 
a molded comice finish the clapboarded exterior. Windows contain 12/12 sash. The 
house f e l l into disrepair in the early 20th century, and additions made during a 1938 ; 
restoration and remodeling project include the two gabled dormers with 5/5 sash on the ' 
facade, and the one-story, two-bay kitchen wing with secondary entrance in the rear pile 
on the east elevation. The kitchen wing does not visually detract from the appearance 
of the historic main block. 
North of the house are a frame garage (early 20th cent.) and a milk house (mid-19th cent.), 
a one-story, gabled and shingled building used by recent owners as a detached outdoor 
livingroom. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnwnity. 

'The Smuggler's House is so-called for i t s associations with the sea-faring aspect of 
Swansea l i f e and i t s reported use as a hideaway for goods such as tea that were 
smuggled into Swansea during the War of 1812. Pearse Road connects the house to the old , 
Pearse's •̂Jharf on the Cole's River to the south. William and Anna Gardner owned the 
house—originally part of a 50-acre farm—in 1820. Capt. Gardner was master of a Somerset-
based cargo ship. Another early resident of the house was Aaron H. Wood, who went to 
sea as a young boy in 1854. Wood later became captain of the merchant ship, "Monarch of 
the Sea." 

Much of the surrounding area in this section of Swansea (known as Touisset) was subdivided 
' for suburban construction beginning at the tum of the 20th century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Registry of Deeds, Fall River. Bk. 22, p.563. 
Swansea Tercentenary 1557-1957. 
Maps of Swansea: ca. 1849, 1371, 1895. Swansea Public Library. 
Assessors records, Swansea Town Hall. 
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yO î B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTDN STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

5A 

Photo {3-x3" or 3"x5-, black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 
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FOR.M NO, 

138 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Kame 

South Swansea Union Church 

Use: Present religious 

Original religious 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1915 

Source 

Style 

Church records 

Shingle 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood shingle 

Outbuildings parish house (ca. 1950s) 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition good 

Moved no Date — 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting suburban houses on f a i r l y 

regular rectangular lots 

irm REFERENCE 19 315880 4621270 

L'SGS QU.ADRANGLE ^̂ ^̂  River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by Kay Flynn/K. K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commissior 

Date March 1988/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The South Swansea Union Church retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association and is significant on the local level. The 
church meets Criterion A as a product of the rapidly expanding suburban population 
on Gardner's Neck in the early 20th century, and Criterion C as a well-preserved 
ecclesiastical stmcture in the Shingle Style. For i t s architectural significance 
in Swansea, the church also meets Criteria Consideration A. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

South Swansea Union Church is architecturally significant as the best example of a 
Shingle Style church in Swansea. One and one-half stories on a raised rubblestone 
foundation, the church is a gabled rectangular stmcture with characteristic wood 
shingle cladding. A prominent facade cross-gable includes four lancet windows 
on the f i r s t floor and a wheel window above. Similar arrangements of lancet and 
wheel windows grace the end-gable elevations of the main block. The offset entrance 
is marked by a sguare tower rising to a belvedere with tent roof. Other architectural 
features includes overhanging eaves, exposed rafters, and drip moulds over windows 
and doors. 

HISTORICAL SISHFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

The formation of the South Swansea Union Church is rooted in the organization of the 
South Swansea Sunday School about 1910. In the early decades of the 20th century 
the population of Gardner's Neck (South Swansea) rapidly increased, as the formerly 
rural area was transformed by suburban development. The Sunday school provided for 
area children of varied circumstances who were unable to attend the other Sunday 
schools of the town. School membership swelled from 16 to 96 children in just one 
year, and meeting places included private homes and even a tent at Ocean Grove. In 
October 1914 the school was incorporated with the objective of buying land and building 
a chapel. Meanwhile, the Ladies Aid Society was formed November 17, 1914 to assist 
in running the Sunday school. 

Sunday evening services began in private homes on the Neck in August 1915. In 
November of that year, the South Swansea Sunday School Corporation purchased land 
from Edwin Gardner for the chapel. The building committee consisted of members of 
the Sunday school corporation: Charles A. Chace, Edward Goss, Mr. and Mrs. Chester 
R. Gardner, and Mrs. Sidney K. Crittenden. The comerstone for the church was laid 
May 5, 1915 and the building was dedicated the following September. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
50th Anniversary of the South Swansea Church, 1914-1964, booklet printed by the Church. 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967. 
Wright, Otis. History of Swansea 1557-1917. Swansea, MA, 1917. 
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Area Letter Form numbers in this Area 
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D See District Data Sheet 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWA.NSEA 

Name of Area (if any) 

Swansea Village Historic District  

Present Use residential, institutional 

General Date or Period 

ca. 1750-ca. 1939 

General Condition good 

Sketch Map. Draw a general map of the 
area indicating properties within It. 
Number each property for which Individual 
inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets including route numbers, if 
any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate 
sneet if space here is not sufficient). 

(see attached maps) 

Acreage approximately 29 acres 

Recorded by preservation Plus/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date March 1988/October 1989 

UTM REFERENCE 

SCALE 

A 19 318160 4524040 F 19 317750 4523930 
B 19 318180 4523570 G 19 317370 4523970 
C 19 317840 4523650 H 19 317410 4524110 
D 19 317820 4523430 I 19 317720 4524120 
E 19 317770 4523580 
Fall P.iver, MA - RI 1967/1979 
1 . 9 ^ * — 



MATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (If applicable) 

Swansea Village Historic District is a closely settled cohesive grouping of primarily 
residential and institutional buildings reflecting the town's development from the 
late 18th century to ca. 1939. The village displays vemacular and high-style residences 
in a range of architectural styles, as well as several architect-designed institutional 
buildings of town-wide significance. Swansea Village retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association, and meets Criteria A and C 
of the National Register on the local level. •.., 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other areas within the community. 

Encompassing approximately 29 acres in east-central Swansea, Swansea Village is a * 
largely linear d i s t r i c t of primarily residential and institutional, stmctures ranged 
along Main Street. Radial streets include Ledge and Elm Streets to the south, Stevens 
Road (a continuation of Main Street) to the east, and Gardner's Neck Road to the 
west. In addition to residential and institutional buildings, there is an industrial 
complex, now used for storage, on Lewin Brook, and a former hotel, now a residence, 
on Stevens Road. 

There are 95 buildings, three sites, six stmctures and one object in the d i s t r i c t ; 
72 buildings, three sites, and six stmctures are contributing. Noncontributing resources, 
primarily secondary structures such as modem garages, post-date theperiod of significance 
but generally are compatible with the di s t r i c t ' s contributing resources in scale and 
materials. Most contributing resources were erected between ca. 1790 and ca. 1910, 
with a majority constmcted in the late 19th century. Residential buildings, generally 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical Importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 

In thedecades following the organization of the town of Swansea in 1657, certain 
prominent families amassed most of the land in what are now the five main villages in 
the town: the Gardners in South Swansea, the Bameys in Bameyville, the Luthers at 
Luther's Corner, the Hales in Hortonville, and the Eddys in Swansea Village. Although 
each village played an important role in the town's history, Swansea Village emerged 
in the late 19th century as the residential and institutional focus for the conmunity. 

Zachariah Eddy was the patriarch who owned most of what is now considered Swansea Village. 
He set aside a burial ground at the foot of Ledge Road (Eddy Burial Ground, MHC #D818) 
which served as a family ground from ca. 1587 to 1838. Ebenezer, one of the Eddy sons, 
sold his hundred-acre farm to Jonathan H i l l in 1720. The H i l l House at 1 Main Street 
(ca. 1750, MHC #D65, Photo #1) is extant. Also documenting the area's early 
developnent is the Old Burial Ground (MHC #D815) behind Town Hall on Main Street, where 
the earliest stone dates to Febmary 1737/1738. Following the Revolutionary War and 
the passing of a local smallpox epidemic, H i l l Farm was broken up, and several houses 
were constmcted close together on what is now Main Street (Photos #1 and 7). These houses, 
bu i l t between ca. 1790 and 1800, include the Northam House at 27 Main Street (ca. 1794, 
MHC #D60), the Mason House at 21 Main Street (ca. 1800, MHC #D52), the Nottingham House 
at 150 Elm Street (ca. 1794, MHC #D91), the Chase/Mason House at 15 Main Street (ca. 1795, 
MHC #D63) and 9 Main Street (ca. 1794, MHC #D64). Less closely settled development 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " . 

1849 map of Swansea and 1871 and 1895 atlases of Bristol County. 
Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Department, architects f i l e . 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Swansea Invnetory, 1977, 1986. 
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Architecture! Significance (continued) 

one or tvo stories and of frame construction, are largely vernacular interpretations of the Georgian, 
Federal, and Italianate styles. Exceptions include the high-style Italianate Stevens Mansion on Medn 
Street and a limited number of vernacular Gothic Revi"'ral, Second Empire, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman 
houses. At the center of the Arillaee are three institutional buildings of stone, architect-designed in 
revival sfjdes end built betveen 1889 and 1900. Tw 20th-century brick schools dominating the vestern 
end of the village ere Georgian Revî 'al in style. A late 19th-centtiry brick and frame industrial complex 
on Levin Brook is utilitarian in design. 

Most of the village's 18th- and early 19th-century houses are clustered at the eastern end near the 
intersecuon of Elm Street and Main Street/ Stevens Road (Photo *1). These vernacvler Georgian and 
Federal houses are generally 2-1 /2 stories vith double-pile plans, gable roofs, and brick interior 
chimne-j's. Earliest of these is the Hill House at 1 Main Street (ca. 1730, MHC *D65), a Georgian house Tdth 
five-bay, center-entry facade and massive central chimney. The gabled entry porch and central door 
vere updated in the Federal period, and the 6/6 vindov sash may have been installed at that time.- The 
Northam House at 27 Main Street (ca. 1794, MHC *D60, Photo *7) is a Georgian half-house mxh a three-bay 
facade, end-bay entry, and interior chimney behind the opposite end bay. Other Georgian rê îdences 
have been remodelled: 9 Main Street (ca. 1790, MHC *D64, Photo *1), converted to a Colonial Revival house 
Tdth the addition of a gambrel roof and coltimned porch, and 21 Main Street (ca. 1800, MHC *D62, Photos 
*1 and 7), nov an Italianate structure vixh a bracketed side bay, long first floor vindovs, and a flat-
roofed, columned porch. 

Of the village's Federal st̂ 'le dveilings, both 2 1 /2-story hotises and 1 1 /2-story capes sun,nve, most vith 
five-bay, center-entr '̂ facades and paired inierior end ciiimneys. Good ejiamples of the 2 1 /2-story house 
are the Mason House at 15 Mem Street (ca. 1795, MHC ''Do;, Photo *1), a shingle-clad house T̂ /ixh corner 
boards, splayed •̂mdov lintels, end pedimented door surround, and the v/inslov House at 59 Main Street 
(ca. 1320, MHC ^D58, Photo *4), a '̂ 'ell-preserved example of the style -sdth full-length sidelights and a 
segmental arch pediment over the entrj*. A prominent full cape in the Federal style is the HuU House at 
93 Main Street (ca 1790, MHC *D52, Photo ^6). Built into an incline on the north side of Main Street, the 
Hull House incorporates a five-bay brick basement vith center entry on the south election (f acade). An 
elevated full-^idth porch vith side entry provides access to the main floor of the house above street level. 
The house vas recently restored. 

There are fev examples of the Greek or Gothic Revî 'al styles in ST/-ansea Village, likely the result of little 
nev development in the second quarter of the 19th century. The Greek Re'\n̂ 'al cottage at 117 Elm Street 
(ca. 1849, MHC *D86) is a 1 1 /2-story hotise vith a 3-bay end-gable faca.de, side-hall plan, vide frieze and 
comerboards, and entablature door surround. The first Christ Chtirch (1847, demolished ca 1899) on 
Main Street '̂ i'as a gabled, center-entry, Gotiiic Re-̂ .'î 'al building vith board and batten siding. Surviving 
vernactilar Gotiiic Fie\'ival buildings are x\'o cottages, 64 Main Street (ca. 1850, MHC *I'5'i') and 72 Main 
Street (ca 1870, MHC *'D56). These 1 1 /2-story buildings hâ ê five-bay facades and center cross-gables 
containing single round-erched Tnndovs. The front doors have different detailing: a bracketed door 
hood and no sidelights at *64, and a flat entablature and three-quarter sidelights at *72. 

Atypical m Svansea Village due to the extent of its ai'chitectural elaboration is the high-style Stevens 
Mansion (MHC ^Dol, Photo *2) at 24 Main Street, built in 1855- The main house and other period btildings 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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Architectural Significance (continued) 

on the property—a carriage house and office (ca. 1860)~ere veil articulated "sith Italianate detail. The 
main house, a three-story, hip roof structure Tidth a vraf>-around porch and semi-octagonal three-story 
rear bay, is reportedly a replica of a South Carolina mansionr-Detailing includes bracketed eaves, long 
first floor vindovs, double round-arched ^mdo'S's at the third story, a square cupola at the roof ndge, and 
elaborate cut-out porch balustrade. At the roof ridge of the one-story office is a bird house, a copy of the 
main house in miniature. Other buildings on the property include the tvo-story frame carriage house 
(ca. 1860) articulated by a central gabled pavilion and corner quoins, and a one-story building that 
formerly contained boiling lanes (ca. 1900). This corner site, the most spacious residential property in 
S-̂ -ansea Village, has served as a school for boys for nearly fifty years. Three frame Colonial Rê aval 
dormitories vith gambrel roofs, built ca. 1938, are set back from both Main and Elm Streets. 

Completion of tlie Sxevem Mansion precipitated construction in the village of other Italianate structures, 
though considerably less ambitious in scale and detailing. Four cottages of ca. 1850 vere built by the 
Stevens family to house some of the many families vho vorked on the Sxevens farm. Three, 86 Main 
Street (MHC »D54), 92 Main Street MHC *D53)- and 96 Main Street (MHC *D51), are similar 1 1 /2-story, 
three-bay, side-entry dvellings "cdth gable end to the street. Their common detailing includes 
overhanging eai/es, thin cornerboai'ds, molded 'sdndov heads, and entablature door surrotmds. Full-
length front vindovs on the first floor contain 6/9 sash. Another house built by the Stevens family for 
employees is 745StevMiŝ oad (ca. 1860, MHC *D70). The house's main entry VBS relocated to a side 
ele îation during a 1940s remodeling, although the south side (fac9.de) retains Italianate brackets at the 
comice. A late example of the Italianate sxfle is the Henry Vood House at 80 Main Street (1880, MHC *D55, 
Photo *^). Tliis tvo-stor̂ r cross-gable d'Ti'elling has a three-bay facade and one-story, '?:'rap-eround porch 
"snth Doric posts, cutout balustrade, and bracketed cornice. 

One of the only mansard roof d'̂ i'ellings in Ŝ 'ansea. and the only one in S'̂ i'snsea Village is 52 Main Street 
(ca. 1870, MHC *D59). This 1 1 /'2-story cottage has a five-bay, center-entry facade, three gabled dormers, 
a bracketed comice, and a double-door entry mth round-arched lights. A detached t̂ '-o-car garage (ca. 
1.S90) also has a mansard roof. 

Svansea Village retains little e\'idence of historic commercial actî aty. The long-time commercial foci:s 
at Gray's Corner is nov dominated by residences. Near the corner, the Case Hotel was constructed ca 1870 
on the site of Gray s Inn and Coach Stop (1803, burned). The hotel, nov 789 Stevens Road (MHC *r'69), -̂ -as 
a substantial Italianate structure T.dxli gable end to the street and a full-'̂ iddth tronx porch. In 1900 the 
building vas turned 90 degrees; today a five-bay, center-entry facade faces tlie street, beliind a vhite 
picket fence capped "sdth urn finials at the entrances. The facade retains the bracketed cornice. A f̂ '-o-
storv brick ell on the rear of the building and a one-bay gabled entry porch on the facade -̂ere added in 
1938-1939. 

Three stone institutional buildings clustered on the north side of Main Street are the product of the 
philanthropic efforts of the Sxê -rens family. TO^TI Hall (1891, MHC *D67, Photos *3 a:id 4), designed by J. 
Merrill Bro^ii of Boston, is tlie only Romanesque Rê 'î 'al building in Svansea. J. J. Highlands of Fall 
River ̂ ss the builder for the field stone building trimmed wixh Longmeadov brovnstone; Angus 
McDonald of Boston e:<ecuted the interior carpentry. The one-story building is as'i'mmetrical in massing 
witli a multi-hipped roof, round-arched entry portal, and off-center bell- and clock-toTJ-er on the facade. 
Tovn Hall originally housed ato-'STi meeting iiall, the library, and a selectmen's room. 

Staple to Inventory for:7i at b o t t om 
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Architectural Significance (contintied) 

East of Tovn Hall is Christ Chm-ch (MHC *D68, Photo *5), the second edifice for the Protestant Episcopal 
ch torch at Svansea Village. The cornerstone for the nev building, constructed on the site of an earlier 
Gothic Revival building, vas laid August 27,1899; the church vas consecrated June 6,1900. Designed by 
the renoTOed ecclesiastical architect Henry Vaughan of Boston, Christ Church is built of rough-cut stone 
laid in regular courses. Its crenelated vest to'̂ 'er, conical stair lover, buttressed gabled end veil, and 
pointed arch Tdndov and door surrounds impart a mediê 'al English flavor to the village. 

One of the buildings bets'een Tovn Hall and Christ Church is the Frank Ste''rens Library (1900, MHC *D66, 
Photos *"3 and 4), also designed by Henry Vat^han. Stylistically, the library drag's on Elizabethan 
precedent, vhich the architect beliê 'ed wuld harmonize best vith the Romanesque TO-̂ TI Hall and the 
Gothic vernactilar Christ Church. [Morgan ] Executed in granite -sith trim of red Potsdam sandstone, the 
library is 1-1 /'2 stories vith a side-gabled slate roof, vood octagonal cupola and asymmetrical facade 
incorporating three cross-gable painlions. Mullioned vindovs in round-arched surrounds and stone 
coped gables and finials complete the design. 

The only Shingle Style building in the village is the Dorothy Brovn Lodge at 98 Ledge Road (MHC *D75). 
Built in 1899 as a lodge for tlie local order of Odd Fellovs, the gabled, 1 1 /2-story building of rectangular 
massing has continuous shingle cladding and a three-bay, center-entry facade. The lodge f eatures a full-
Tddth front porch marked by gabled openings at the end bays, each gal:>le containing a single rovmd-
arched louvered iRdndov. 

Most of S'E'ansea Village's contributing 20th-century btiildings are Colonial Revival residences. Some are 
older buildings remodelled in the early 20th century, such as the old Case Hotel at 789 Stevens Road (see 
ahô re) and the former Case Hall at ?52StevensRoad (MHC *D71). A 2 1 /2-story, side-gabled structure 
built ca 1870 as an assembly hall. Case Hall Tt'as mô 'ed from the hotel property to its present location and 
con'rerted to a house in 1905. Colonial Rê ri'ral elements added at that time include pedimented dormers, a 
semi-arctilar coltimned porch on the 5-ba.y center-entry facade, and Palladlan jnti6orrs in the gable 
ends. The only four-square house in the village is the Dr. Hilton House at 109 Mam Street (ca.. 1905, ¥3S, 
*D50), vith aT'rai>-around porch of Doric columns. Shingled Colonial Rê ilval hotres '̂ •ith 3-bay facades 
oriented gambrel end to the street include 147 Elm Street (ca. 1910, MHC *D89) and 155 and 157 Elm Street 
(ca 1910, MHC *D90); each of these houses has a full--idth front porch. A later example of the Colonial 
Re-'.'ival is the Dutch Colonial at 127 Elm Street (ca. 1920, MHC *D8o), vith a side-gambrel shape and afull-
'^idth shed dormer. 

A vemacular bungalov is the Manin House at 108 Ledge Road (1908, ISRC *D74). A unique building, this 
bungalov "S'ith jerkin-head roof is constructed of cement blocks. The blocks, made by a lo-cal stone mason, 
•̂ 'ere reportedly first tised in the area in the construction of this house. At 90 Elm Street (ca 1915, MHC 
*'D82) is a TsosU-preserved center-entry bungalov. Characteristic Craftsman-sf\de detailing includes 
exposed rafters, aii oversized gabled dormer, and integral porch "^ith sqtiare posts on a shingled 
balustrade. 

Major 20th-century construction in the village includes Xvo Georgian Revi'\'8l school buildings of brick. 
The tetrastjrle portico and brick wigs of the Frank Ste';ens School at 1 Gardner's Neck Road (1908, MHC 
*D45) provide a strong visual anchor at the vestern end of Main Street. Designed by Henry Vaughan, 
this school vas the third Stevens-ftuided building constrtx;ted in Svansea Village. Nearby on Main Street 
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Architectural Significance (continued) 

is the village's largest btoilding, the .Toset>h Case High School (1927, MHC 'D46), designed by James Pdtchie. 
Originally Svansea's first high school and nov a junior high, the 2 1 /2-story school is an asymmetrical, 
hipped roof strticture vith a square cupola gabled end pa^ îons, corner quoins, and a modillion cornice. 
The double-door center entry has a stone entablature surround and six-pane transom. A tvo-story brick 
ving vas added to the east side of the building in the 1950s. 

The single industrial building in Svansea Village, the Svan Finishing Co. on Ledge Road (ca 1889, MHC 
*D72), is a brick tvo-story building of utilitarian design vith a lov-pitched gable roof. A brick chimney 
and some 6/6 Tidndov sash are intact. The building '̂ î 'as expanded vitli frame additions in the early 20th 
century, and is nov used for storage. 

ST-ansea. Village includes three contributing cemeteries. The oldest of these is the Eddy Burial Ground 
(MHC *'D8i8) east of Ledge Road. An Zddy family bt;rial place, the ground contains 60 stones ranging 
from 1687 to 1838. A bronze tablet vas erected in 1948 by the Eddy Family Association in honor of. 
Zachariah Eddy (1639-1718), one of the purchasers of Svansea The cemetery behind Tovn Hall is also 
kno-̂ i'-n as the Old Burial Ground (MHC *D815). This cemetery' contains 90 stones ranging in date from 
lebrtiary 1737/8 to 1932. Finally, Christ Church Cemetery (tJHC *"D814) vas estabhshed Tdth the 

. construction of the first Christ Church in 1847. A stone gate-s'ay in the Gothic Revival style has three 
pointed-arch bays and finials surmotuited on corner posts. Btwials in the cemetery, ranging from the 
1840s to the present, include the Stevens family cr'}T>t. 

Histori'Cal Significance (continued) 

also occurred beyond the intersection, "s-ith the construction of capes such as 92 Main Street (ca. 1790, 
imz *D52, Photo *6) and 107 Elm Street (ca 1790, MHC *D84). 

The intersection of Elm Street, Main Street, and Stevens Road became the dê reloping village's commercial 
as veU. as residential focxis. In 1815, Israel Bra.i.non built his house on Elm Street and his store at xhe 
comer of Main and Zlm (neither are extant). Having established a center for trade in the •̂ 'illage, 
Bra'ĵ on 

gathered the products of the countr'̂ rside and shipped them far and -̂ dde, by cart to Boston 
and Albany, by ship to the southern states. He traded shoes from the village shoemakers, 
cotton cloth Twen in the homes from yam spun at tlie Ŝ ransea. Union Cotton 
Manufacttiring Co. in the Village, and the STv-ansea Cotton Manufacttiring Co. in vhat is 
nov Horton^alle, for rum and molasses, china, spices and coi.ntless -̂ rares not available at 
home. The mill in the Village "?;'as converted [later in the centta-yjto the manufacttsre of 
paper, and ladies began se'Tidng strav bonnets at home, so tvo nev products '̂ 'ere added for 
trade. Mr. Bra.̂ ,non used the name Scrabbletovn on his correspondence. Perhaps it had 
been used before that time and it certainly persisted long afier'̂ 'ards, altliough no one 
knovs the origin. [S'S'-ansea Tercentenary] 

In 1832, Israel Brâ jnon sold his house to Philip Baker, a shoemaker, and his store to Joseph I . Chace and 
John A. ¥ood, traders. Other trades represented vere those common to a developing •̂ 'illage, such as a 
vheelwight shop and smith shop. 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

The presence of these commercial entities brought increasing identity to the village and encouraged the 
establishment of several institutions there. A Post Office had been established in 1814 and in 1830 the 
Union Meeting House vas btult on the site of tiie present Tovn Hall. Methodists, Baptists, Svedenborgians, 
and Universalists participated in the dedication service and subsequently met there for vorship. It vas 
in the Meeting House that the S'̂ t'ansea Social Library vas organized m 1841. This group purchased books 
to be passed from member to member. Soon tlie name vas changed to Svansea Public Library Association, 
the predecessor of the Free Public Library housed in variotjs village locations until the library vas 
constructed in 1899. 

Union Meeting House continued to be used for social and cî îc meetings for many years, although 
shifting loyalties among its supporting groups resulted in less freqtient sendees by ca. 1845. The 
Episcopalians of Svansea had been attending services in neighboring ¥arren, Rhode Island, but in 1845, 
the Rev. Amos D. McCoy cf the Church of the Ascension in Fall River began to preach in the Meeting 
House. Many in the ''.'illage became interested in the establishment of an Episcopal Church and, . 
consequently, Christ Church vas organized in 1846. An attractive Gothic Re'i'lval edifice vas erected on 
the site of the present chtwch on Main Street and dedicated in December 1847. Christ Church Cemetery 
(MHC *D814) vith its Gothic Revival gate vay is a ̂ 'estige of the church's early presence in the ̂ 'illage. 

In addition to these institutional developments, a paper mill began operations at the foot of Ledge Road on 
Le-Tidn Brook ca. 1840. Ledge Road '̂ 'as then referred to as Paper Mill Lane. Here Villiam Mitchell 
manufacttored strav paper. The factory may hâ re occupied the site of an early S w-ansea cotton factory 
operated by the Svansey Union Cotton Manufacturing Company, about vhich little is kno-̂ Ti. The precise 
location of this first factor̂ '' is unclear according to secondary sources, some of vhich document xiie 
factory site as Leyfnn Brook and other as vest of Sî 'ansea Village. About mid-century the paper mill 
(demolished) housed a bakery and dancehall under tlie proprietorship of Hovard & Ivlitchell and later 
Hovard and other partners. [¥right, 134 ] 

By ca 1850, S'̂ 'ansea Village had assumed the character of a self-sufficient nucleated settlement. 
According to a map of the period, the '̂iliage consisted of at least one dozen residences, six shops, tvo 
churches, and Gray's Hotel, all ranged roughly from the present Stê 'ens Road to the Main Street-Ledge 
Road intersection. The presence of the hotel (no longer extant), sittiated near Elm Street on tlie road east 
to Somerset, Dighton, and Taunton, caused the adjacent intersection to be kno'̂ 'n as "Gray's Comer." The 
hotel ̂ "ds replaced vith a second hotel ca. 1870. 

A business partnership established during the California Gold Rush of 1849 precipitated a great deal of 
de\'elnpment in Svansea Village in ensuing decades. James Birch, an unknowi ̂ l̂ung men, probably 
from South Carolina departed from Providence to seek his fortune. In the same party traveling vest vas 
Frank Shav Sterns, a natii'^ of Vermont. These men and others operated a business in California for 
hauling goods and provisions to miners end tra-relers in the motmtains. Stevens later engaged in 
restaurant and stage coach concerns. James Birch returned to the East Coast and in 1852 married Julia 
Chace in S'̂ 'ansea Village. Their mansion on the village street, 24 Main Street (ca. 1855, MHC *DD1, Photo 
*'2), vas completed shortly t>efore Mr. Birch vas lost at sea in 185? at the &g:e of tveiity-nine. Mrs. Birch 
married her former husband's business painner, Frank S. Stevens (1827-1898), in 1858. The couple made 
their home in the mansion in S vi'ansea Village. Ste-nens became very acxvre in the life of the communirf, 
and vas mvol'Ted in tlie direction of several mills in Fall River, distilleries in Kentucky, and many otlier 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

enterprises. In 1873, after the death of his vife Jtolia Stevens married Elizabeth Case (d. 1930), vhose 
family ovned the hotel in the village (789 Stevens Road, ca. 1870, MHC *D69). The financial resources of 
the Stevens family changed the face of S'̂ i'ansea Village. 

Perhaps the activity conducted on the largest scale in S'̂ 'ansea Village during the third quarter of the 
19th century '̂ 'as the operation of the Stevens Farm, vhich covered large tracts of land north and south 
of Main Street at the eastern edge of the village. Horsebreeding and cultivation of crops '̂ '̂ere the 
principal activities. ¥ork on the farm generated the construction of nearly one-half dozen homes ca. 
1860. At least four Italianate cottages at e-o. 92. and 96 Main Street (MHC *D54, D53- D51) and 745 Stevens 
Road (MHC *D70) are knoTO to have been constructed by Stevens for the families of men under his 
employ; a fifth cottage at 123 Elm Street (not surveyed) is another possible Stevens cottage. 

Tlie Sterns cottages comprised the bulk of residential constrtoction in Svansea Village during these 
years. Other individuals vho built homes in the village include Henry ¥ood, vho o^ned the former 
Bra'jnon Store and post office at the corner of Main and Elm Streets. His house at 80 Main Street (ca 1880, 
MHC *D55- Photo *3) at the corner of Ledge Road is a late Italianate cross-gabled d^-elling vith aT r̂ap-
around porch, and bespeaks its o'̂ i'ner s position in the community. ¥ood's duties as Tovn Clerk after 1880 
vere carried out in his home before the construction of a xovn hall. A note'̂ 'orthy house due to its 
unusual st̂ 'le in the village is the home of Thomas Chase at 52 Main Street (ca. 1870, MHC *D59). The 
village's only mansard cottage, the Chase House is one of the fev Second Empire houses knovn to have 
been built in Svansea 

Considerable building activity characterized the last dê cade of the 19th century at S'S'ansea Village. A 
tovn hall, library, and nev Episcopal cliuixh •̂ 'ere among the btiildings constructed. All three buildings 
i//as funded by the Stê n̂s family, vhose generosity e'^ntually restilted in fi^'e nev xô m buildings at 
S w-ansea Village. In 1891 Frank Stevens presented TOTTI Hall on Main Street (MHC *D: 7, Photo *3), a 
building of Romanesque Revi"</al design constructed from rough field stones taken f rom ^.^Is on the 
farms ovned by Stevens. The dedication proceedings record that Stevens located the building in that part 
of S'Ti'snsea he determined to be most likely to increase in value in the future, i.e., a dê 'eloplng area 
Early tovn meetings vere held in a meetinghouse in Barrington, Rhode Island, and later in privately 
o'̂ '-ned homes or halls at North Svansea Luther's Comer, and Hortonville. Architect of Tovn Hall, J. 
Merrill Bro^n (b. 1853) of Boston, studied at M.I.T. and -s-orked in the offices of H. H. Richardson and 
Peal:>ody & Stearns. His commissions include the Free PubHc Library in Rochester, Mass. (1891-2), the 
Massasoit National Bank in Fall River, and the Iddy Building in Nev Bedf ord. 

The legacy of Frank Ste'\'ens continued after his 1898 death, vith his vife and estate assuming the costs of 
constructing a nev btiilding for Christ Church (MHC *D68, Photo *'5) and a Public Libren'' (MHC *D66, 
Photo *4), both completed on Main Street in 1900. Though not a communicant of Christ Church, Stê 'ens 
had been interested in the chui'ch's value to the community. The early Gothic Revival btiilding vas sold 
at auction and removed from the site in 1899, and '̂ î 'orship continued at ToTiii Hall dtiring constrtiction. 
The presant Gotiiic Revival vernaculai' church w-as consecrated June 5,1900. Ŝ Ê snsea Free Public 
Library started in 1882 as the Ciirist Church Book Circle. The foUo^dng year tiie S w-ansea Pubhc Library 
Association vas organized vith tiie donated Christ Church collection. For more than a decade the library 
successî 'ely operated out of prr.'ate homes, a 'tmcant store, the post office, and finally tlie to vm hall. The 
tovn \'oted for the construction of a Free Public Library in March 1896. 
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Historical Significance (contintjed) 

Boston architect Henry Vaughan designed both church and libran,'', thus beginning an association vith 
the Stevens family that -̂ 'otild last until his death in 1917. A prominent ecclesiastical architect especially 
noted for his Gothic Revival designs, Vaughan vas bom and schooled in England vhere he vorked for 
the reno-sned English Gothicist George Bodley. The tvo men collaborated on the National Cathedral in 
¥ashington, DC after 1906. Vatighan relocated to Boston in 1882, although the circumstances of his initial 
acquaintance rnxh the Stevens family of ST̂ -ansea are unclear. (Morgan, 166] In addition to the chirch 
and library, Vatighan's other commissions for Elizabeth (Mrs. Frank) Stê 'ens are the bronze doors on her 
htisband's tomb (1898) at Christ Chtirch Cemetery (MHC *D814), and the Frank S. Stê n̂s School at 1 
Gardner's Neck Road (1908, MHC *D45). Stê 'ens School is a Georgian Revi'^^ structtire considered to be a 
re-^wking of the architect's design for the to-̂ Ti library in Bourne, Mass. (1896-1897). Although the 
school bears the lantern/cupola seen in a number of Vaughan's non-Gothic designs, including the 
Svansea Library, the full-height tetrastyle portico is considered unusual in Vaughan's vork. (Morgan, 
127-129 ] Vaughan also drev up the early plans for the Joseph Case High School (1927) on Main Street, 
funded by Mrs. Stevens. ¥orld ¥ar I and the architect's death pre^^nted completion of the school plans, 
vhich vere eventually executed by another architect. [J. Case High School, 151 In 1927 Mrs. Stevens gave 
$75,(X)0 to the National Cathedral for one of the great crossing piers in Vaughan's memory. [Morgan, 166 ] 

Otlier major constrtiction at S'̂ i'anseat/illage in the late 19th century ̂ /as a nev mill on Ledge F:oad, nov 
Icnovn as the S^ '̂i Finishing Co. (MHC *D45). The present brick building vas constructed ca. 1889 after a 
fire destro't̂ 'ed the previous vood building on the site, vhich housed a bleachery. A f^'o-storj'' brick 
addition on the south side dates to 1916. Svansea Dye ¥orks, also knovn as S'̂ v'ansea Print ¥orks, 
incorporated in 1890 and operated the factor^''until closmg in 1956. Emplo'̂ ng 50-60 hands by ¥orld ¥ar 
I and approximately 100 hands by 1930, the f actory printed, dyed, bleached, and finished cotton piece 
goods (¥right, 134-5 and Stone, 2951. and later ser̂ 'ed as en outlet for Fall Ri-'er print cloth. Svan 
Finishing Co. piu-chased the plant in 1958. The f actory is nov used as a commercial storage facility. 

The location of Svansea's nev Odd Fellovs lodge at S'̂ t'ansea Village affirmed tlie ̂ l̂lage's emerging status 
as the nev to-̂ -n center in the late 19th century. In Almost 1893, a numt>er of Odd Fellovs vho resided in 
Svansea but belonged to different area lodges vere granted a chai'ter. The Dorotiiy Brovn Rebekah 
Lodge, named after the Tdfe of early S'̂ 'ansea settler John Bro'Ti'n, vas instituted at Tovn Hall later that 
year. The lodge built a Shingle Style meeting hall near Tovn Hall at 98 Ledge Road (MHC *D75) in 1899. 
[¥right, 240] 

Residential construction at Svansea Village accelerated foUoving the completion of the key to'̂ 'n 
buildings and a nev Post Office at 42 Main Streat (ca. 1905, MHC *D157), and the Frank Stet.'ens School at 
the vestern edge of the village in 1908. Sê 'eral Colonial Rê iival and Craftsman sxyie houses end 
bungelovs vere erected cn open lots along the T'estem end of Main Street as ve.ll as on Ledge Road and 
Elm Street. Particularly note^tirthy are a btmgalov of locally mantifactured cement blocks at 108 Ledge 
Road (1908, MHC *'D?4), and a grouping of three gambrel roofed, shingled Colonial Reiri-'al houses 
reportedly built by the Kellogg family at 147,155, and 157 Elm Street (ca. 1910, MHC *D89, D90). 

The fifth Xo\n:i building at S'̂ '̂ansea Village to be constructed "̂ dth Stê 'ens family funds is the JosephCase 
High School (nov Jr. High School) on Main Street (1927, MHC *D46). Dedicated to tlie memory- of Mrs. 
Stevens's father, the former high school is significant as the first in S'̂ 'ansea. Heretofore, Ŝ 'ansea 
students of high school age attended school in the neighboring to-ETis of ¥arren and Fall Ri'i.'̂ r. 
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Historical Significance (continued) 

Svansea's population had expanded to such an extent in the early decades of the 20th century that the 
toTiTi '5'as required to build its ovri high school. Initiated in 1916, the high school project -̂ /as delayed by 
¥orld ¥ar I, and finally realized in 1926 vhen Elizabeth Stevens officially notified the tovn of her desire 
to give a high school building. 

¥hile still the civic focus of the xô m, Ŝ 'ansea Village today is primarily a residential ai-ea. At least tvo 
of the larger properties %vre converted to institutional tise before the mid-20tli centun/. The Frank S. 
Sterns School for Boys li'as established at the Stevens mansion vith residual funds from the estate of 
Elizabeth Stê 'ens, vho died in 1930. Her sister, Mary A. Case, bequeathed to the Episcopal Diocese the Case 
Hotel at 789 Stevens Road (MHC *D69) to establish the Eliza Gra.y Home. Operated for ten years by the 
dioce.se as a home for vidovs and daughters of Episcopal clerg '̂', the building is'as subsequently sold 
sê feral times and is nova private school. A single passive commercial venture, the storage facility at the 
Svan Finishing Co. on Ledge Road, is in operation, but most area businesses are confined to U. S. Route 6 
south of the village or the malls on State Route 118 vest of the village. 

Verbal Boundary Description and Jtistification 

Svansea Village comprises the greatest concentration of intact btiildings associated '̂ •ith historic 
dê 'elopment of the '\'lll8ge. Boundaries incorporate a line cf con '̂enience draT̂ n approximately 200 feet 
from the road through large properties flanking Main Street. Le'cdn Brook and Pond provide a nattiral 
boundary along a portion of the village's south vestern edge. The ''.'illage is distinguished from 
contemporary development to the south'&'est, and areas of less concentrated settlement to the east, vest, 
north, and southeast. 
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Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address 495 Marvel Street 

Historic Name Walkden Farm 

Use: Present residence 

Original residence/farmstead 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1800 

Source 

Style 

visual analysis 

Federal vemacular 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric asbestos shingle 

Outbuildings bam (ca. 1885) 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

(shingled prob. applied in mid-20th cent.) jj 

Condition f a i r 

Moved no Date 
approximately two acres (nominated)  

Acreage total property approx. 8 acres 

Setting Located on northwest comer of 

Sharps Lot Road and Marvel Street with 

l i t t l e building setback; rural area. 

UTM REFERENCE '9 319450 4677070 

USGS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by K. Flynn, K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea Historical Commission 

Date May 1986/November 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Walkden farmhouse, 495 Marvel Street, retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, and association and is significant on the local level. The 
vemacular farmhouse with associated bam illustrates the dispersed nature of Swansea's 
agriculture-based settlement in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, as well as 
typical farmhouse construction in Swansea during the period, and meets Criteria A and C. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

This 2^-story farmhouse is a good example of the vernacular Swansea farmstead constructed 
during the Federal period (1775-1830). The house is of the traditional five-bay, center-entry, 
center-chimney form with a double-pile plan. An enclosed hip roof entry is distinguished 
by comer pilasters and a wide, plain frieze; the door is flanked by full-length sidelights. 
This entrance treatment was employed elsewhere in Swansea during the same period, most 
notably at 412 Old Warren Road (MHC #B20). Windows are simply articulated with drip boards 
and contain replacement 2/2 sash. The one-story, three-bay, gabled e l l incorporates a 
secondary entry on the east side, and a wood bulkhead appears at the juncture of the main 
block and e l l . The application of asbestos shingles to the exterior walls has not 
compromised the house's design in terms of massing, plan, fenestration pattem, or detailing. 
North of the house is a well-preserved 1^-story shingled bam (ca. 1885) with exposed rafters 
and a gambrel roof oriented perpendicular to Sharps Lot Road. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Walkden Farm is associated with two important elements of Swansea's agricultural activi t y , 
dairy farming, through the 19th and early 20th centuries, and market gardening, particularly 
in the f i r s t half of the 20th century. Marshall Walkden, a dairy farmer, owned the 
property in the late 19th century. The farm is also associated with the Earle and Isherwood 
families of Swansea; the Isherwoods operated a large farm further east on Marvel Street. 
Although the original size of the farm is currently unknown, the property is believed to 
have extended north and west of the Marvel Street-Sharps Lot Road intersection. The 
property along Marvel Street in particular has been subdivided for house lots in recent 
decades. The nomination is confined to that portion of the roughly 8-acre l o t containing 
house and bam at the comer of Marvel Street and Sharps Lot Road. 

Located in the comparatively remote northeastem section of town. Marvel Street is part 
of a colonial east-west road between Hortonville Road, a major north-south route 
connecting Gardner's Neck in Swansea to Rehoboth, and the present town of Somerset. The 
location of the house and bam reflects the dispersed character of agriculture-related 
settlement in Swansea in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. This section remains the 
town's most rural, although there is increasing pressure on historic resources from new 
residential development. 
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2. Anthony, Harold H. , House Hational /l^per ,-:>j<e/r^i^^^>^^^ ^ <^<'6AfO 

Attest 

3. Bark Street School Satlonal- Bagle*«» /iCg^pEr ^:^^U&'-^*'<-^'-y3^y^^^ r^f,/9^7 

Attest 

"" • • "' ~ 
4. Barneyviile Historic Dis tr ic t ^^^'^^BeglB' t®*?^^^'^ "̂7̂ Z<:A-<-̂ -̂pê ^̂ <̂̂ t-̂  °V^^/f,g? 

(ibtlonal 
Attest 

5. Bend of the Lane .^.tornd la tha )fKge^eir ^diJ^.^iy^^^T^S^^ 3 M<AfC> 
JJatlonai Haclfltfl* ^ t^^jr-—t f,:^^^^ Hational SagletflV 

Attest 

6. Brown, John, IV, House Hatlonal Beglstai Keeper 3AU.^^^^'^y^^^ ^A^^ 
Attest 

7. Buffington, DEacon.John, Hou?at.jred In tlie ^-""Keeper ^y'A^At^-^L..'-, .^^^^^^^ ^/^C>Ai^ 

national SaglstflX 
Attest 

8. Church of Christ, Swansea laitered i n lHo (^Keeper ^y(j i<J, . .y^,_^^/^*^,c. .^ V ^ ^ / f ^ 
Hational Begister 

Attest 

9. Cole, Benjamin, House Entered in 
Ifatlonal He«lflt«r 

Attest 

10/ Colony Historic District jft^OlKLlritKa Aaviar ^^M^eeperjT /i^y^^^^^-je^y, j^-Z^-lLSO 

Attest « 
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11. First Baptist Church and Society Entered In tne fKeeper <.y^^'^-*^*'^-^^,;3j^*^ 
Hational Bagletar 

Attest 

12. Gardner, Francis L., House ^^^^^^Ee«lflt«» Jf^^eeper {AAA<3^^- i ' . . ^^Ayu^ '^/^^ 

13. Gardner, Joseph, House * ^^"fteeper X^ii^^^^^^^Ct^'t,^-^^ ^-A^^^ 

Attest 

14. Gardner, Preserved, House Sntared In the -(Ateeper y3^lt~^A^*^'-<-^-'jA^^ 
Hatlonal Beglstex / r^y-^ T 7ro 

Attest 

15. Gardner, Samuel, House Batlonal BegleteJ' /^^^^ ^^^^^^'^''t^^^-^j^yc*^ 

16. Hooper House yyy 

Attest 

Keeper 

Atte;6t 

17. Hortonville Historic District fatIQ^I^HWSBUMT "^^^^ ,^A(/<M^-t..<.^r.-^^^A^^ 

Attest 

J>Keeper^/^^OA^^A'^^^^S^^^^^^'k^ 

Attest 

18. Johnson, J . V . , House ••iiiita«rM'fn BM'Ti "T 

19. Luther House ftUbstanMva 

Attest ^1 

^ ^ j ^ e e p e r ^ e y t ^ ^ ? ^ : ^ L / 7 ^ / ^ 0 

A t t ^ t 

20. Luther'sA Corner jin^erecl i-n ^"''^^ J^ifeeper 

Attest 
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jSntered i n t^ie 
21. Luther, Wi l l i am, House fatlonal BeglS*®* 

Date Lis ted 

/iCeeper 

At tes t 

^3_^AAkl^o 

221 Norton House 

23. Short's Tavern 

TLk. Simcock House 

25. Smuggler's House 

SliOT*i^Re«^«**" i/t3^^x y^A^J^<^,*^,^^ 3/«i>AC7 

Attes t 

Entered tne 
Hatlonal ReglBtaS 

fioterea in tha 
Hatlorial ReglBteS 

f^^-^ed i n tile 

i'^eeper 

At tes t 

Keeper 

At tes t 

feTer ^Lj.^.t.^^^A^ ^ 

Attest 

Entered I n the L — 
26. South Swansea Union Church gatlonal Beglstei^^^^P^^ 

Attes t 

27. Swansea Village Historic Dist^foed 1^ *^gtet ^^^P^^ A^^^^^'^^'^^''^''^^^ ;LA/&>A^^ 

Attes t 

28. Walkden Farm y4^eper A ^ . . ^ A y ^ ^ A ^ A / 

29. Mason, Wil l iam P., House 

Hatlonal Begiatfi^ 

Attes t 

' p e e p e r 
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n resubmission 
CD nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
O appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 

1 / 2 / 9 0 

Action: J ^ A c f c E P T 
RETURN 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CD appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 
/UnACA. 

y 

"'•eA37a-.e^ Recom./Criteria A^ilCfypAz^ 
-U^Le^-^ d2£^^€t^xe?y-y^e^iA^: Reviewer < y f ^ y r ^ " ' 
/ B T f A - AjT^t&Ar^cyL 9 i ^ U t x \ 4 l . ^ D i s c i p l i n e ^ ^ S 

^^^(j2..i4AA0^yt33>^^^ ^^>A3a^ 
. s§e continuation sheet / . 

•<AaAi7€^ A:3r»?I&zJ 
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cite'S^below y.7>C3A^ V ^ e ^ ">x.<^5er^<2£«_(^^ 

substantive reasons discussed below i^CT^d^^c.-rr^^^^^^ yC<r73i3.^ 

1. Name 
yCor-<>G^3CA-e3i^^ ^^^riy9pJ2yt:>^ 3 y p & 0 . 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownarihip 
Public Acquiiition 

Statu* Preterit U M 
Accenible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes O no 

7. Description 

Condition 

C j excellent 

CD good 

• feir 

c n deteriorated 

CD ruini 

CD unaxpoMd 

Check one 

unaltered 

G altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

'• summary paragraph 
I completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to . 

Signed Date Phona: 

Comments for any itam may b» continued on m attached ifmt 
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December 20, 1989 

JAN 0 2 1980 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Swansea Multiple Resource Area, Swansea (Bristol County), Massachusetts. 

There has been no owner objections for the above mentioned property. 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of 
pending Stat;e Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are 
attached to the nomination form. 

Airne E. Tait 
Acting National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 
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June 15, 1990 

Carol Shull 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Please find the following individual properties of the Swansea Multiple 
Resource Area National Register Nomination which was returned on 2/16/90. 
corrections have been made for resubmission: 

36 Riverview Avenue 
306 Hortonville Road 
5 Mason Street 
177 Market Street. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg (/ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

All 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


