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Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (02/16/1990); Nat'l Register MRA (02/16/1990);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Clapboard;
Foundation: Stone, Uncut;
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The Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) has converted this paper record to digital format as part of ongoing projects to scan
records of the Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth and National Register of Historic Places nominations for
Massachusetts. Efforts are ongoing and not all inventory or National Register records related to this resource may be available in
digital format at this time.

The MACRIS database and scanned files are highly dynamic; new information is added daily and both database records and
related scanned files may be updated as new information is incorporated into MHC files. Users should note that there may be a
considerable lag time between the receipt of new or updated records by MHC and the appearance of related information in
MACRIS. Users should also note that not all source materials for the MACRIS database are made available as scanned images.
Users may consult the records, files and maps available in MHC's public research area at its offices at the State Archives Building,
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, open M-F, 9-5.

Users of this digital material acknowledge that they have read and understood the MACRIS Information and Disclaimer (http://mhc-
macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm)

Data available via the MACRIS web interface, and associated scanned files are for information purposes only. THE ACT OF CHECKING THIS
DATABASE AND ASSOCIATED SCANNED FILES DOES NOT SUBSTITUTE FOR COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. IF YOU ARE REPRESENTING A DEVELOPER AND/OR A PROPOSED PROJECT THAT WILL
REQUIRE A PERMIT, LICENSE OR FUNDING FROM ANY STATE OR FEDERAL AGENCY YOU MUST SUBMIT APROJECT NOTIFICATION
FORM TO MHC FOR MHC'S REVIEW AND COMMENT. You can obtain a copy of a PNF through the MHC web site (www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc)
under the subject heading "MHC Forms."

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc

This file was accessed on: Monday, June 27, 2022 at 7:37 PM

http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://mhc-macris.net/macrisdisclaimer.htm
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc


FORM B - BUILDING Nfl- f W f t ^ U V 

OFFICE COPY 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION DO NOT REMOVE 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOS

-

AREA FORM NO. 

10 

Town 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

Address G. A. R. Highway (U. S. Rte. 6) 
Historic Name Church of Christ, Swansea 
[also: F i r s t Christian Congregational Church] 

Use: Present Religious services 

Original Religious services 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1833 

Source Church records/D. H. Hurd 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

(see attached map) 

enlarqement/int. renovations (1873); 
1-story education wing, E side (1966) 

Condition good ^ 

UTW REFERENCE 1 9 314980 4624300 

USSS QUADRANGLE Somerset, MA 1985 

ICALE 1:25000 

Moved no Date 

Acreage less than one acre 
Setting heavily developed commercial 

area with major t r a f f i c along G. A. R. 

highway 

Recorded by H. Pierce/K. Valente/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date 1978/March 1986/October 1989 
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( # 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Church of Christ, Swansea (now the F i r s t Christian Congregational Church) retains i n t e g r i t y 
of location, design, materials, workmanship, and association and i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the 
l o c a l l e v e l . The church meets C r i t e r i o n A for i t s assocations with the non-sectarian 
Christian church organized i n the town i n the l a t e 17th century, and C r i t e r i o n C as an 
important l o c a l example of Greek Revival architecture. The church also meets C r i t e r i o n 
Consideration A as a re l i g i o u s property deriving i t s primary significance from architectural 
d i s t i n c t i o n and h i s t o r i c a l importance. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

The present church i s the second on the s i t e . The f i r s t meetinghouse, b u i l t i n 1720 of 
oak and chestnut timbers, was unique i n that i t was heated. [Hurd and Hutt] In 1815, 
the roof of t h i s square meetinghouse was blown o f f , and replaced so that the former 
ends of the structure became the sides. Dedicated i n 1833, the present 1^-story 
structure i s of rectangular massing with a pedimented gable-front facade. Six paneled 
p i l a s t e r s p a r t i t i o n the facade into bays, the center bay containing a double-door 
entrance i n a round-arched surround. Long double windows flanking the entrance are 
topped with ogee-arched heads; another bli n d ogee fan ornaments the pediment. Rising 
from the two-stage square tower i s an octagonal cupola with louvered pointed-arch 
openings. Gabled one-story extensions to the rear (north side) of the building are 
l i k e l y the result of the 1873 remodeling which focused on the i n t e r i o r . An organ b u i l t i n 
the church i n 1868 by E. & G. Hook was restored i n 1963 and repaired i n 1978. The 
empire pulpit was a g i f t from the Central Congregational Church, F a l l River, i n 1875. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
builjding relates to the development of the community. 

The Church of Christ, Swansea was formally organized i n 1693. Services held as early 
as 1680, however, may qu a l i f y the congregation as one of the oldest i n New England. [Swansea 
Tercen.] The church i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l independence, 
never having had a legal connection with the town and therefore never supported by 
taxation. The church imposed no doctrinal tests as conditions of admission, and was 
open to a l l Christians regardless of the s p e c i f i c tenets of t h e i r f a i t h . In 1725 the 
members decided to receive additional members only by the "laying on of hands." The church 
was b r i e f l y associated with the Six-Principle Baptist Church of Swansea from 1803 
to 1820 and thereafter operated independently. 

During the 18th and early 19th centuries, the pastors of the church were a l l members 
of the Mason family, descendants of Samson Mason, who came to America i n the late 17th 
century. The Greek Revival building was constructed during the pastorate of Richard 
Davis (Nov. 1830-May 1833), although the structure was not ready for occupancy u n t i l the 
beginning of the ministry of his successor, James J. Thatcher. Rev. Thatcher, a 
well-known Swansea minister, went on to serve as pastor to the F i r s t Baptist Church i n 
North Swansea i n the 1840s. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Hurd, Duane H. History of BristeJr Oottnty, Mass. Philadelphia, 1883. 
Hutt, Frank Walcott. A History of B r i s t o l County, Mass. NY: Lewis Hist. Publ. Co., 1924. 
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intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

A 

£1 
V 

• 
D • 

M L 

AREA FORM NO. 

VJ 

UTM REFERENCE 

• 

US6S QUADRANGLE fctl fcw. frm-(2_X lj_fc__7£ 
SCALE 

S Qnr>t£~&-

Town SWANSEA 

Address
 G

. A _ _ Highway 

Historic Name F i r s t c h r i s t i a n 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church 
Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 

R e l i g i o u s S e r v i c e 

R e l i g i o u s S e r v i c e 

Source 

Style 

tedxcatexi A p r i l m 

Cimxeh Records 

Architect Hnlfnnwn 
Exterior Wall Fabric C l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) A d d i t i o n 
1958 A d d i t i o n 1966 

Condition 

Moved HO Date 

Acreage Over one a c r e 

Setting Nov? a t the c r o s s roads of 

a v e r y busy heavy c o m m e r c i a l l y develop-

ed a r e a , t h i s c h u r c h was once. 

b e a u t i f u l l y s e t a t t h e apex i n f r o n t 
of the town. 
Recorded byK. V a l e n t e / H. P i e r c e '78 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date m :h,1986 
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

( 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

Emphasis on t h e c e n t r a l e n t r a n c e , t h i s Greek R e v i v a l Church, shows 
s i m p l i c i t y , even t h r o u g h i t s l a r g e mass. S i m p l e f u l l - pediment c a r r i e s 
the on l o o k e r up towards the open b e l f r y tower and c u p o l a . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

A l t h o u g h the p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d i n 1833, t h i s c o n g r e g a t i o n 
was o r g a n i z e d i n 1693. I t was unique i n t h r e e ways. I n the "Church 
of C h r i s t i n Swansea, " a l l C h r i s t i a n s had e q u a l r i g h t s i n the "Household 
of F a i t h " w i t h o u t demands of c r e e d . Support was from v o l u n t a r y g i f t s 
as opposed t o t a x a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g of 1720 was heated. 

An organ b u i l t i n t h e ch u r c h i n 1868 by E. & G.G. Hook, was r e s t o r e d 
i n 1963 and r e p a i r e d i n 19 78. The empire p u l p i t was a g i f t from the 
C e n t r a l C o n g r e g a t i o n a l Church, F a l l R i v e r , i n 1875. 

The o r i g i n a l c h a n d e l i e r was c o n v e r t e d from kerosene t o e l e c t r i c i t y . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

4. Map. Draw sketch 01 building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 
)0
H 

1. Town Swansea. M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

Address G.A.R. Highway 

Name F i r s t C h r i s t i a n C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
Church 

Present use nhuroh S e r v i c e s 

Present owner same as name above 
3. Description: 

Date pfldicafcAd A p r i l 10,18^3. 

Source nVmrr*.h Records 

Style E a r l y 1 9 t h c e n t u r y N.E. w i t h 
C u p o l a B e l l Tower. ~ 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric C l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) None 

Other features B e a u t i f u l weathervane 

Altered A d d i t i o n Date 19X8 
A d d i t i o n ) 1966 

Moved Date 
J _ _ _ _ _ 5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre X 

Approximate frontage 139 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 f e e t 

6. Recorded by H e l e n P i e r c e 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Soc. 

Date August 3.1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 
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7. Original owner (if known) F i r s t Swansea C h r i s t i a n Church 

Original use R s H p i m i a S_g_3_s__i 
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

JL 
Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

X 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

A l t h o u g h the p r e s e n t b u i l d i n g was e r e d t e d i n 1833* t h i s congre^ 
g a t i o n was o r g a n i z e d i n 1693* I t was unique i n t h r e e ways. I n t h e J 
"Church o f C h r i s t i n Swansea", a l l C h r i s t i a n s had e q u a l r i g h t s i n ' 
the "Household o f F a i t h " w i t h o u t demands o f c r e e d . Support was from 
v o l u n t a r y g i f t s as opposed t o t a x a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g o f 1720 was 
he a t e d . 

An organ b u i l t i n t h e c h u r c h i n 1868 by E.&G.G.Hook, was r e ­
s t o r e d i n 1963 and r e p a i r e d i n 1978. The empire p u l p i t was a g i f t 
f r o m the C e n t r a l C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h , F a l l R i v e r , i n I875J. 

The o r i g i n a l c h a n d e l i e r was c o n v e r t e d from kerosene t o e l e c ­
t r i c i t y . 

10. Bibliography a 
early maps, e 

krds, 


