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Around 1887, the Union Hall was showing its age and lack of care.  It was a
privately owned community building.   By 1889, the building could no longer be
used. At this point in time the book club / Library needed a permanent home. 

In 1890, Frank S. Stevens ofered to fund a new Town Hall to take the place of the
Union Meeting Hall. 

Tere were stipulations to his ofer as long as the building would be used as a
library and selectmen's ofce along with a meeting hall. In 1891, the new Town Hall
for Swansea was erected.

Te library was located where the selectmen's ofce is now. Te selectmen's
ofce was located in the space of the current tax assessor's ofce. Within a year, the
library outgrew the space and bookcases were being placed in the hall which was
cuting down on meeting space. 

A second location for the Swansea Free Public Library was open to September 26,
1896. Tere is much more history on the Swansea Public Library which will be
covered at a later time.

In 1898, Frank S. Stevens passed away.  He willed $10,000 to the Town of
Swansea for a new public library building. Te building was erected and opened in
1900 and named the Frank S. Stevens Public Library. 

Afer the opening of the new library building, the Town Hall was able to be used
as a  meeting space. Te hall on Locust Street along with the Case Hall remained
open and in use as meeting halls. 

History of the Town Hall, Swansea, MA cont'd.

Upcoming Events
December 7th, 2024

Swansea's Holiday in the Village

April. 6th,  2025
Poetry Reading & 

Photography Display
by James Bronson

Date TBD
Spring Vendor Craf Fair

September 2025
SHS Annual Meeting

October 2025.
Pumpkin Patch Event

October 2025.
Abram's Rock Walk

Aunt Polly’s Press Cookies

3 cups four 1 cup shortening

1 cup sugar 1 tsp baking powder

2 eggs 1 tsp baking soda

½ teaspoon salt 4 tbls milk

2 tsp vanilla

Cream shortening and sugar together
and add eggs(beaten) milk and vanilla
mix. Sif together dry ingredients add to
shortening mixture mix thoroughly. Press
cookies- fll cookies press begin.

Cut out cookies- chill dough for one
hour four board, roll out dough to ¼
inch, four cuters and begin.

Place on greased cookie sheet. Bake for
5-8 minutes until golden brown in a 325
degree oven.

Tips- if decorating with sprinkles do so
before baking. Do not over cream sugar
and shortening dough will be too sof and
you will use more four than needed.

In Memory of Violet F. Dennis

Recipe Corner

P l e a s e v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t
swanseahistoricalsociety.org and click
on the “Store” link to see our available
items for purchase – mugs, wind
spinners, rope bowls and many other
itmes!.

September - Annual Meeting
followed by a talk by Bill Hall on
“World War II – the German Soviet
Union Confict” 

October - Pumpkin Patch event and 
Paul Cote took people on the always
popular Annual Abram's Rock Walk

December - Swansea Holiday in the
Village event 

Our 2024 Events

$$$
Monetary Donations

are   always   accepted!  
Donations will be used for

restoration and repairs
only, not for operating

funds.

SHS Ofcers & Board
President - Carl Becker,
Vice President - Cheryl Bogle
Treasurer - Robbie Alford
Secretary -  OPEN

Paul Cote Diane Luther Silvia
Patricia Redfearn Carol Gaford
Karen Bowen Kathleen LeBlanc

Family Association Links

Luther Family Association
 - htps://www.lutherfamily.info

Barney Family Historical Association
 - htps://www.barneyfamily.org

Te Eddy Family Association
 - htps://www.eddyfamilyassociation.com

Luther Store Update
 Te next step in the restoration /repair

of the Luther Store is to take down the 1st 
foor plaster ceiling and inspect & repair
the 2nd foor joists that have been damaged
from Powder Post Beetles. Te ceiling is
not original to the building and the SHS
will decide in the future if it should be
replaced.

  Te ceiling was added by J.G. Luther,
Jr. to brighten the space and help his store
beter compete with the the new Eddy
Store. Te Eddy Store was bright and
white inside.

Swansea Garden Club
 Tank you to the Swansea Garden

Club for their help in cleaning up the
grouds of the Luther Store and preparing
them for winter.


